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What is the IWRS?

During 2009, the 75" Legislative Assembly passed House Bill 3369, directing the Oregon Water Resources
Department to develop a state-wide, Integrated Water Resources Strategy (IWRS) to help Oregon better
understand and meet its future water quantity, water quality, and ecosystem needs, while taking into account
coming pressures such as population growth, changes to land-use, and future climate conditions.

Who has responsibility for developing the IWRS?

Although the Oregon Water Resources Department is responsible for developing the IWRS, the Oregon
Department of Environmental Quality, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, and the Oregon Department of
Agriculture are key partners named in statute. Oregon’s tribes, along with public and private sector stakeholders,
also have an important voice in this process, as do other natural resource agencies at the state and federal level.
The Directors of the four agencies convened a Project Team of senior staff members and formed three advisory
groups to help with various technical and policy components: an 18-member citizen Policy Advisory Group, an 18-
member Agency Advisory Group comprised of state agency staff, and a Federal Liaison Group consisting of nine
federal natural resource agencies.

The public has played a prominent role in the development of this Strategy, participating in 11 Open Houses
throughout the state, and providing public comment through letters, electronic means, and face-to-face meetings
during various stages of the project.

What does it contain?

The focus during this three-year project has been on the development of recommended actions that will help the
state better understand and meet its water needs — instream and out-of-stream, above ground and below ground,
now and into the future. A December 2011 Discussion Draft outlines the vision, goals, objectives and principles to
guide the strategy; it identifies a number of critical issues that need to be addressed by the state; and it offers
recommended actions in 12 different categories. The 12 categories are:

« Understanding Water Resources/Supplies/Institutions « Water-Related Infrastructure

¢ Understanding Oregon’s Out-of-Stream Needs ¢ Education and Outreach

¢ Understanding Oregon’s Instream Needs e Funding

e The Water-Energy Nexus ¢ Place-Based Approaches

e Climate Change o Water Resource Development

e The Water and Land-Use Nexus e Public Health and Ecosystem Health

The December 2011 Discussion Draft will be open for public comment until Thursday, March 15, 2012.

What are the next steps?

The Water Resources Commission will notify and seek endorsement from other Boards and Commissions, inviting
one final round of comment before closing public comment on March 15. The Water Resources Commission is
responsible for adopting a final version during 2012. Following review and adoption by the Water Resources




Commission, the Strategy will be distributed to the Oregon Legislature in preparation for the 2013 Legislative
Session. Many of the operational details related to the Strategy, including setting timelines, identifying costs, and
determining staffing needs, will occur during the course of preparations for the 2013 Legislative Session (Phase
V).
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Producing Oregon’s Integrated Water Resources Strategy is an iterative process and successfully meeting
Oregon’s water needs will mean constantly asking “what if” questions and preparing to adapt to changing
circumstances and environments. The implementation process (Phase V) will include monitoring the
implementation of recommended actions, a commitment to resolving conflicts that arise during the course of
implementation, providing feedback on any successes or shortcomings, and evolving or adapting to new
information or resources. As the State learns lessons from the first round of implementation, the Strategy can be
adjusted as needed through formal adoption every five years.

How can I get involved or stay informed?

The IWRS website is a place where you can find the December 2011 Discussion Draft and other project
information, including issue papers, a three-year workplan, public comments received thus far, maps, and
visual/audio presentations, such as recent legislative hearings and the 2009 State-Tribal Water Forum. The online
materials will allow you to gain a better understanding of why the state is planning for Oregon’s water future. The
project page can be accessed through the Department’s website. Visit www.wrd.state.or.us and click the “Project
Page” link under the section titled “Oregon’s Integrated Water Resources Strategy.”

Joining the electronic mailing list is another easy way to stay informed of upcoming meetings, recent activity, and
developments via notices to your email. To join, visit http://listsmart.osl.state.or.us/mailman/listinfo/iwrs/. You
can also contact the Project Team directly to share your ideas, concerns, or suggestions. Simply send an email to
waterstrategy@wrd.state.or.us.

To learn more about Oregon’s first Integrated Water Resources Strategy, please feel free to contact:
Project Manager, Brenda Bateman at brenda.o.bateman@state.or.us / 503-986-0879 or
Policy Coordinator, Alyssa Mucken at alyssa.m.mucken@state.or.us / 503-986-0911.
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