A Director’s Message <o

April 28, 2010
Honoring our corrections employees

Governor Kulongoski has proclaimed May 2 — 8 to be Corrections Employees Week in Oregon, in
recognition of the important role all of our staff play in protecting public safety and reforming youth.
This is a well-deserved honor, and we are very pleased at this public acknowledgement of our
profession.

The work we do touches every Oregonian. By holding youth accountable, providing them with the
treatment and education they need to be successful in life, and helping them transition back into their
communities, we protect the public and reduce crime. Our efforts positively affect people in every
community in this state.

We have many events planned next week — within the central office and at all of our close custody
facilities. These activities will offer us opportunities to celebrate our successes and share in honoring
each other. We will have the pleasure of participating in many of these events, as will the other
members of OYA’s Cabinet. And we’re looking forward to honoring the work of our parole and probation
officers in July.

It’s also important that we take some time next week for reflection. Our work can be challenging and
stressful. It also can be dangerous. We need to remind ourselves — as we work to provide the best

services and care possible for the youth we serve —to also be mindful of our own health and well-being.

Please know that your good work is valuable and appreciated. Regardless of whether you work in a
facility, in the field or at the central office, your work matters.

Thank you for all that you do for Oregon’s youth.

Sincerely,
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Director
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