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OYA names youth corrections leaders to work in Burns, La Grande, Salem

The Oregon Youth Authority has named a new chief of facility operations as well
as acting superintendents for its youth correctional facilities in Harney and Union
counties.

Named acting chief of facility operations was Dan Robertson, formerly
superintendent of the 50-bed Eastern Oregon Youth Correctional Facility in Burns.
He will be responsible for day-to-day security, staffing and operations in OYA’s 11
facilities. Robertson had 29 years’ experience in juvenile corrections, serving as
deputy assistant secretary in Washington state, before joining OYA in January
2010. He holds a bachelor’s degree in psychology from St. Martin’s University in
Lacey, Wash.

In the chief of facility operations role Robertson succeeds Ken Jerin, who in
January became superintendent of Rogue Valley Youth Correctional Facility in
Grants Pass.

Acting superintendent at the Burns facility will be Douglas Smith, since 2001 a
treatment manager at Maclaren Youth Correctional Facility in Woodburn. Smith,
whose other responsibilities have included working as assistant director and
acting director at OYA’s Camp Tillamook, joined OYA in 1993. He also was
treatment manager at a facility in Multnomah County. He holds a bachelor’s
degree in sociology and business from Willamette University in Salem.

At the 50-bed RiverBend transitional facility near La Grande, Brian Blisard has
become permanent superintendent. Interim superintendent for the past year,


mailto:ann.snyder@state.or.us

Blisard has worked for OYA since 2001. Before joining OYA, he worked seven
years in a New Jersey alternative high school preparing behaviorally and
developmentally challenged students to join the work force. RiverBend is a
transitional facility that prepares youth, previously in close-custody facilities, to
return to the community. Blisard holds a two-year degree in education and a
bachelor’s degree in organizational management and sociology.

“These proven professionals will strengthen OYA’s ability to fulfill its mission to
protect the public, reduce crime and provide reformation opportunities in safe
environments,” said OYA Director Colette S. Peters. “They are leaders in OYA
facilities and will be effective juvenile corrections representatives in the
community.”

All three assignments are effective today.

OYA has custody of approximately 900 offenders ages 12-24 in correctional and
transitional facilities in Albany, Burns, Florence, Grants Pass, La Grande, Salem,
Tillamook, Warrenton and Woodburn, and supervises approximately 1,100 youth

on probation or parole in communities throughout Oregon.
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