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OYA facility names La Grande resident Volunteer of the Year

A La Grande man has been named volunteer
of the year by the RiverBend Youth
Transitional Facility.

The Oregon Youth Authority facility named
Jerry Baker, an employee of Blue Mountain
Auto Parts in La Grande, for his dedication to
youth over the past 15 years. “Jerry gives

more than any volunteer | have
encountered during my ca reer,” said Jerry Baker, right, receives RiverBend’s Volunteer

Superintendent Brian Blisard of the Year certificate from Jim Kramer, OYA’s

chief of parole and probation operations
Baker works with youth at the 50-bed facility Wednesday evenings, Sundays and
every holiday, Blisard said. He leads Bible-study groups, manages a movie night,
mentors youth and brings in a church band to perform from the Faith Center in
Island City. “The youth all respect Jerry,” Blisard said. “He is a constant in the lives
of young men who crave consistency and guidance.”

“It’s kind of a passion for me,” Baker said. “I see the problems and nightmares
these kids go through, and | think they need some sort of direction, even
somebody just to listen. | tell them there’s an alternative and hope for a better
future.”
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Volunteers support OYA’s mission to protect the public and reduce crime by
holding youth offenders accountable and providing opportunities for reformation
in safe environments. OYA has custody of approximately 750 youth ages 12 to 24
in correctional and transitional facilities in Albany, Burns, Florence, Grants Pass, La
Grande, Salem, Tillamook, Warrenton and Woodburn. OYA juvenile probation and
parole officers supervise an additional 1,050 youth on probation and parole in
communities throughout Oregon.



