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STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff recommends the Commission select Accion Group, Inc. to serve as Oregon’s 
Independent Evaluator (IE) for Portland General Electric’s (PGE) Request for Proposals 
(RFP) for capacity, energy and renewable resources.  
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
On February 18, 2011 PGE filed an application to open a docket for the selection of an 
IE to be used in up to three RFPs to be issued by PGE in 2011.  The three RFPs will be 
issued to fulfill the energy, capacity and renewable resource actions identified by PGE 
in its 2009 Integrated Resource Plan (IRP), acknowledged by the Commission in  
Order No. 10-457.  
 
Guideline 5 of the Commission’s competitive bidding order addresses the IE selection 
and contracting process:  
 

…Commission Staff, with input from the utility and interested non-bidding 
parties, will recommend an IE to the Commission, which will then select or 
approve an IE for the RFP. The IE must be independent of the utility and 
likely potential bidders, and also be experienced and competent to 
perform all IE functions identified in these Guidelines. The IE will contract 
with and be paid by the utility. The IE should confer with Commission staff 
as needed, on the IE’s duties under these Guidelines. The utility may 
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request recovery of its payments to the IE in customer rates. See Order 
No. 06-446 at 6. 

 
In its discussion of the guideline, the Commission stated: “We believe the utility and 
non-bidders should participate in the process and provide input to Staff. Staff, however, 
should make a final recommendation to the Commission for approval, which could be 
accomplished at a public meeting.” Id at 7. 
 
PGE recently completed its evaluation of the 16 bids it received for IE services.  PGE 
selected Accion Group, Inc (Accion) as the top bidder.  Using a combination of price 
and non-price criteria, PGE gave Accion’s proposal the best combined score, ranking 
first and second respectively.  According to PGE, Accion demonstrated: 
 

 A commanding understanding of the scope of work to be performed; 
 The ability to perform the work; 
 Soundness, professionalism and feasibility of their proposed methodology; and  
 Completion at a reasonable price. 

 
In PGE’s scoring approach, Accion was the only bidder to score in the top five for both 
price and non-price considerations.   
 
Staff’s independent analysis of the 16 bids received in PGE’s IE RFP, also resulted in 
Accion being selected as the top bidder.  Staff believes that Accion’s experience meets 
the project requirements and covers the scope of work indicated in PGE’s RFP at the 
lowest price. 
 
The Citizens’ Utility Board of Oregon, Industrial Customers of Northwest Utilities, 
Northwest Intermountain Power Producers Coalition, and Oregon Department of Energy 
do not oppose the recommendation of Accion as the Oregon IE. Accion is willing to 
serve as the IE if appointed.  
 
 
PROPOSED COMMISSION MOTION: 
 
Accion Group, Inc. be selected to serve as Oregon’s IE for PGE’s RFPs to be issued in 
2011 for resources acknowledged in PGE’s 2009 IRP.  
 


