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MINUTES 

Oregon Racing Commission 

April 19, 2012 

Meeting Detail 

The Oregon Racing Commission (ORC) met on Thursday, April 19, 2012 in Room 1A of the Portland 

State Office Building located at 800 NE Oregon Street, Portland, Oregon. 

Call to Order 

Commission Chair, Stan Robson, called the meeting to order at 1:30pm. 

 

In Attendance 

Commissioners: Chair Stan Robson, Commissioner Charles Williamson, Commissioner Michael Huber, 

DVM and Commissioner Jan Palmer, DVM 

Staff 

Randy Evers (Executive Director)  

Excused 

Commission Vice-Chair Christopher Dudley and Kelly Gabliks (Assistant Attorney General) 

 

AGENDA ITEMS 

Approvals: 

April 19, 2012 Meeting Agenda 
Action: Motion to approve the April 19, 2012 ORC meeting agenda as submitted with addition of 

executive session immediately following the adjournment of the regular public meeting. 

Moved by:  Commissioner Dudley   
Seconded:   Commissioner Huber 
Vote:            4 Ayes, 0 Nays 
 
March 15, 2012 Meeting Minutes 
Action: Motion to approve the March 15, 2012 Commission meeting minutes as submitted. 
Moved by:  Commissioner Dudley 
Seconded:   Commissioner Huber 
Vote:             4 Ayes, 0 Nays 
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Old Business: 

 
Sub-Committee Update Reports: 
 

a. Advanced Deposit Wagering (ADW) and Multi-jurisdictional Hubs 
Commissioner Williamson stated that the sub-committee did not meet and there is 

 nothing new to report. 
     

b. Best Practices 
 Commission Vice-Chair Dudley was excused from the meeting. There was no report. 
 

c. Budget and Hub Funds 
 Chair Robson stated that at the last ORC meeting the sub-committee offered to release 
 the additional $65,000.00 in hub funds designated for Portland Meadows prior to their 
 new summer race meet schedule. This was offered with the caveat that the Associations 
 and Portland Meadows try to match the funds in order to have all the financial resources 
 available to help make this new race schedule as successful as possible.  
 
 Chair Robson stated that there will be more discussed about the Associations matching 
 these funds in the “new business” portion of the meeting.  
  
 

d. Medication and Horse Welfare 
Commissioner Huber stated that the sub-committee met prior to the ORC meeting. 

 He stated that the full sub-committee was not in attendance. The group discussed two 
 items. The first was the response to the article that came out on  March 25, 2012 in the 
 “New York Times” titled “Mangled Horses Maimed Jockeys.” Commissioner Huber 
 stated that he has never had so many copies of a single article mailed to him from so 
 many sources. The sub-committee shared their thoughts and analysis of the article 
 during their meeting.   

 
The second item discussed was concern for the use of Clenbuterol in a non-therapeutic 

 fashion on certain race tracks in other jurisdictions. Commissioner Huber stated that 
 he would like staff to set-up a stakeholder meeting to discuss the use of Clenbuterol. He 
 stated that he is in support of increasing the withdrawal time for this substance.  

     
 Action: Motion to have the ORC staff set-up a stakeholder meeting for the purpose of 
discussing the use of Clenbuterol and to provide information about this medication. 
Moved by:  Commission Huber 
Seconded:   Commissioner Palmer 
Vote:             4 Ayes, 0 Nays 
 

e. Executive Director’s Report 
Director Evers stated that he had two items to discuss.  
 

1.  Director Evers stated that he will be attending the Racing Commissioners 
International (RCI) Conference April 25-27, 2012. The conference is being held in 
Oklahoma. During the conference, the recent, damaging “New York Times” 
article about racing will be discussed at length. This will allow the individual 
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states to share how this article has affected them and how they have responded. 
The article is said to be the first of a four-part series. As of date, it is unknown 
when those other articles may be released. 

 
 Director Evers stated that the use of Clenbuterol and other medications will be 
 discussed at the conference.  
 
 Director Evers stated that he will also gather more information regarding 
 joining the national racing compact at this conference. He stated that becoming 
 part of this compact may offer better consistency nationally with regard to 
 wagering, integrity and use of medication rules.  
 
 Director Evers reported that the RCI is also designing online courses for 
 Commissioners and other RCI members for continued education. Director 
 Evers stated that this could be a good alternative due to the expense of travel. He 
 will share what he learns about this at the next ORC meeting. 
 

2. Director Evers reported that on April 5, 2012 the ORC held the proposed rules 
meeting with stakeholders. Director Evers stated that he appreciated the 
stakeholder’s participation and that they had very healthy discussion about the 
proposed changes. The ORC will conduct the proposed rule change hearing on 
Thursday, May 17, 2012. Commissioner Williamson agreed to be the hearing 
officer. 

 
f. Future of Racing in Oregon (FROG) Update 

 Commissioner Palmer stated that the meeting was well attended. The economic   

 impact study should be done by the end of the month. Commissioner Palmer reported 

 that upon review, the jockey incentive program should remain the same. It was 

 recommended that the group should try to recruit more jockeys through increased 

 advertising. Planning for Horsemen’s Day is moving along well. Commissioner Palmer 

 stated that there were legislative proposals but nothing has been developed as of yet.   

   

New Business: 

  

  Portland Meadows & Oregon Horsemen’s Benevolence and Protective Association: 

   Will Alempijevic, General Manager for Portland Meadows (PM) and Dick Cartney,  

  Executive Director of the Oregon Horsemen’s Benevolence and Protective Association  

  (OHBPA) were present to report on the request to match funds. The ORC Budget sub- 

  committee requested at the March ORC meeting that the Associations and PM try to  

  match the $65,000.00 in hub funds that will be released to PM ahead of schedule in effort 

  to help make this first summer race meet as successful as possible.  

 

  Mr. Alempijevic reported that the Associations and PM have pledged to match the hub  

  funds. He stated that PM will give $65,000.00 and the Associations combined will give  

  an additional $65,000.00 for a total of $130,000.00. This $130,000.00 added to the  

  $65,000.00 that the ORC will release early is a total of $195,000.00 that will be used for  

  marketing the summer race meet. Mr. Alempijevic stated that if the ORC moves forward  
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  with releasing the funds, PM will draft a marketing plan for the Commissioners to  

  review at the next ORC meeting. 

 

  Commissioner Palmer asked if the Associations and PM will work together on the  

  marketing plan. 

 

  Mr. Cartney stated that they would be working together and thanked PM for matching  

  the funds. 

 

 Action: Motion to approve releasing the $65,000.00 in additional hub funds to PM ahead 
of the original schedule. 

 Moved by:  Commission Huber 
 Seconded:   Commissioner Palmer 
 Vote:             4 Ayes, 0 Nays 
 
Approval of Tillamook Race Meet Application Forms B and C: 
 Director Evers stated that he reviewed Tillamook’s application form B and C. He stated 

that there is a correction being made to the medication portion of the application. The 
application must reflect what approved medications they will use. He stated that with 
the medication correction he recommends full approval for Tillamook’s race meet.  

 
 Action: Motion to approve the Tillamook race meet form B and C to include the 

medication correction. 
 Moved by:  Commission Huber 
 Seconded:   Commissioner Palmer 
 Vote:             4 Ayes, 0 Nays 

 

Information, Materials and Approvals: 

None 

 

Contested Cases: 

None 
  

Other Business As May Properly Come Before the Commission: 

None 

 

Public Comment:      

 Roger Nyquist stated that he wanted to express his personal opinion regarding the ORC joining 

a national compact. He stated that he has concerns about the ORC possibly putting itself in a position 

that might limit their flexibility by joining a compact. He complimented the ORC for their many years of 

great business decisions. He asked that the ORC allow for a public meeting before making a decision to 

give over any of their authority. He stated that one of the best things that this industry has going for it 

here in Oregon is the Oregon Racing Commission.   

  

Confirmation of the Next Commission Meeting:  
               Thursday, May 17, 2012, Room 1A of the Portland State Office Building at 1:30p.m. 
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Adjournment:  
   

There being no further business, Chair Robson adjourned the public portion of the meeting at 

 1:55p.m.  

The Commissioners and Executive Director Evers then went into executive session at 2:05p.m. 

Chair Robson adjourned the executive session at 2:35p.m.  

 


