
AN ACT 

TO ESTABLISH TIIE TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT OF OREGON. 

Au g u st 14th , 1848 . 

Temporary Be t't enacted by th'e senate and house of 1·eptesentat£ves of the United 
govern- e< ,I'A . . b Th f , ment for ~.:Jtatcs o1 :men.ca tn congtess assem led, . at rom and aft~r the pas-
territory of sage of this act, all that part of the tern tory of the U mted States 
Ore~on es- which lies west of the suiJ?.mit of the Rocky Mountains, north of 
tabhshed. the forty-second degree of north latitude, known as the territory of 

Oregon, shall be organized into, and constitute a temporary govern­
Provi~ as ment, b.Y the name of the territory of Oregon: Provided, That noth­
:.0 r~g~:ns ing in this act contained sha.ll be construed to impair the rights of 
~f~:;. er· person or property now pertaining to the Indians in said territory, 

so long as such rights shall remain unextinguished by treaty be­
tween the United States and such Indians, or to aftect the authority 
of the government of the United States, to make any regulation 
respecting such Indians, their lands, property, or other rights, by 
treaty, law, or otherwise, 'vhich it would have been competent to 

Ti.tl~ to the government to make if this act bad never passed: And p7·om­
:~~~~~~ary ded also, That the title .to the l~n~, not exce~ding six hundred and 
confirmed. forty acres, now occupied as 1msswoary statwns among the Indian 

tribes in said territory, together with the improvements thereon, 
be confirmed and established in the several religious societies to 

~o:vor ~o which said missionary stations respectively belong: And provided 
~m~e sald further, That nothing in this act contained shall be construed to in­
r:~~~.~~~ hibit the government of the United States from dividing said terri­
by con- tory into two or more territories, in such manner and at such times 
gress. as congress shall deem convenient and proper, or from attaching 

any portion of said territory to any other state or territory of the 
United States. · 

~hoexecu- SECTION 2. And be it further enacted, That the executive power 
~~v:~;~~~ ~nd authority, in and over said territory of Oregon, shaH be vested 
nor; his te- ~~ a governor, who shall hold his office for four years, and until 
nure of of· b1s suycessor shall be appointed and qualified, unless sooner re­
tlce, l~:V· moved by the president of the United States. 'l' he governor shall 
:Ud ~~~~ reside within said territory, shall be commander-in-chief of the mi­
lumcnts. litia thereof, shall perform the duties and receive the emoluments 

of.superintendent of ~dian affairs; he ~ay gr~nt pardons and re­
spites for offences agamst the laws of sa1d temtory and reprieves 
for offences against the laws of the United States, 'until the deci-

+ 
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sion of the president can be made known thereon; he shall com­
mission all officers who shall be appointed to office under the laws 
of the said territory, where, by law, such commissions s~all be re­
quired, and shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed. 

SE?· 3. 11:-nd be it furtlw· enac0d, That. there shall be a secretary S~crot~ry ; 
of sa1d tcrntory, who shall res1de therem, and hold his office for his duties 
:five years, unless sooner removed by the president of the United =~s~ pow· 
States; he shall record and preserve all the laws and proceedings 
of the legislative assembly hereinafter constituted, and all the acts 
and proceedings of the governor iu his executive department· he 
shall transmit one copy of the Jaws and journals of the legis1~tive 
assembly, within thirty clays after the end of each session, and one 
copy of the executive proceedings and official correspondence 
semi-annually, on the first days of January and July, in each year' 
to the president of the United States, and two copies of the laws t~ 
the president of the senate, and to the speaker of the house of re­
presentatives, for the use of congress. And, in case of the death, ln case of 
removal, resignation, or absence of the governor of the territory, de~th, or 
the secretary shall be, and he is hereby, authorized and required, ~~~~tth 
to ~xecute and perform all the powers and duties of the governor, ~overoor, e 
durmg such vacancy or absence, or until another governor shall be tile secre­
duly appointed and qua1ified to fill such vacancy. .taty to act 

SEC. 4. Ji~d be itjurtlter enacted, That the legislative power and ~~r.gover­
authority of said territory, shall be vested in a legislative assembly. Legislative 
The legislative assembly shall consist of a council and a house of assembl.f 

. Th '1 h 11 . f . b h to consiSt reprcsentatlVOS. c counCJ s a consiSt o mne mem ers, av- of a conn-
ing the qualifications of voters as hereinafter prescribed, whose term cil and 
of service shall continue three years. Immediately after they shall house of 
be assembled, iu consequence of the first election, they shall be ~=8~~~e.n· 
divided as equally as may be into three classes. The seats of the how dam­
members of council of the first class, shall be vacated at the expi- posed. 
ration of the first year ; of the second class, at the expiration of the 
second year; and of the third class, at the expiration of the third 
year: so that one third may be chosen every year; and if vacan-
cies happen by resignation or otherwise, the same shall be filled at 
the next ensuing election. The house of representatives shall, at 
its first session, consist of eighteen members, possessing the same 
qualifications as prescribed for members of the council, and whose 
term of service shall continue one year. The number of represen-
tatives may be increased, by the legislative assembly, from time to 
time, in proportion to the increase of qualified voters : Provided, Pro~iso. 
That the whole number shall never exceed thirty. An apportion-
ment sha1l be made, as nearly equal as pTacticablo, among the sev-
eral counties or districts, for the election of the council and repre- Election ot 
sentatives, ~\·ing to each section of the territory representation in memb~rs 
the ratio of its qualified voters as nearly as may be. .And the 0.r leglsla-

b . l h . tlve COUD-
me?-1 ~rs of the counml and of the ouse of representatives, shall cil. 
reSlde ~n and be inhabitants of the district, or county, or counties, . 
for wh10h thev may be elected respectively. Previous to the first Previous 

l · h • to first e eet10n, t c governor shall cause a census, or an enumeration of election 
the inhabitants and qualified voters of the several counties and dis- govern~r 
tricts of the territory, to be taken, by such persons and in such shall cause 
mode as the governor shall designate and appoint; and the persons ~0 bee~:~! 

,'I 
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Time, man- so appointed shall receive a reasonable compensation therefor; and 
~f:~o andf the first election shall be held at such time and places, and be con­
holding 

0 ducted in such manner, both as to the persons who shall superin­
olec~ione. tend such election, and the returns thereof, as the governor shall 

appoint and direct; and he shall, at the same time declare the 
nu';Ober of members of t~e couu?il :;nd bouse of repre~entatives, to 
wht<.:h each of thB count1es or dtstncts shall be entitled under this 
a?t; and ~he g?vernor. shall, by his pro.clamation, give at least 
s1xty days prev1ous noLtce of such apportwnment and of the time . 
place~, and manner of holding sue~ election. Th~ persons having 
the htghest number of legal votes m each of said council districts 
for members of the council, shall be declared by the governor to 
be duly elected to the council; and the persons having the highest 
number of legal votes for the honsc of representatives shall be de-

. clared by the governor to be duly elected members of said house : 
~~~v18~1~~~ Provided, rl'bat, in case two or more persons voted for shall have 
tiona. an equal number of votes, and in case a vacancy shall otherwise 

occur in eithe~· branch of the legislative assembly, the governor 
shall order a new election; and the persons thus elected to the le­
gislative assembly, shall meet at such place and on such day, with-

. . in ninety days after such elections, as the governor shall appoint; 
Tftm

1
e, .&c., but, thereafter, the time, place, and manner of holding and con-

0 e octlons d t' 11 1 . b h 1 d h . . I uc mg a e ectwns y L e pco~) e, au t e apportwmng i 1e repre-
sentation in the several count1es or districts to the council and 
house of representatives, according to the number of qualified 
voters, shall be prescribed by law, as well as the day of• the com­
mencement of tho regular se..<:Sions of the legislative assembly : Pro-

Ter~ ~f v_i.ded, That no session in any one year shall exceed the term of 
sc~t~os 11• s1xty days, except the first session, which shall not be prolonged 
mt e.· beyond one bunch·ed days. 
quali1ica- f SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That every wbite rnde inhabi­
~~~rs. 0 tant, above the age of twenty-one years, who shall l.:wc bc:en a 

resident of said territory at the t,imc of the passage o( this act, and 
sball possess the qualifications hereinafter prescribed, shall be en­
titled to vote at the fir~t election, and shall be eligible to any office . 
within the said territory ; but the qualifications of voters and of 

. holding office, at all subsequent elections, shall be such as shall be 
~r~~190 i f prescribed by the legislative assembly: Provided, That the right of 
~~gtl~rngo 0 suffrage and of holding office, shall be exercised only by citizens 
anrJofhold- of the United States above the age of twenty-one years, and those 
ing office, above that age who shall h!tVC declared, on oath, their intention to 
~~-~; 0:

0
c
1
; become such, anti shall have taken an oath to support the constitu­

by citizens tion of the United States, and the provisions of this n.ct: .And pro­
and tboso vi.ded j~.trther, rl'hat no officer, soldier, seaman, or marine, or other 
fa~~n bavc person in the army or navy of the United States, or atk"lched to 
steps for troops in the service of the Uni~d States, shall be allowed to vote 
~aturaliza- in said territory, by reason of being on service therein, unless said 
~on. territory is, and has been for the . period of six months, his perm a· 
in~b~~~~~~ nent domicil: Provided .(urthe1·, That no person belon~ing to the 
or nnvy to ~rmy or navy of t.be United States, shall ever be elected to, or hold 
vot~ in the any civil office or appointment in said territory. 
~o;[~~ry, it SEc. 6. And be it furtlter enacted, That the legislative power of the 
bns been territory, shall extend to aU rightful subjects of legislation not in 
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consistent with the constitution and laws of the United States· but his present 
no law shall be passed interfering with the primary disposal of the d.omicile 
soil; no tax shall be imposed upon the property of the United ~xmontbs 
States; .nor shall the lands or other property of non-residents, be p~~on ~~ 
taxed htgher tbar1 the lan~s o~ other property of residents. All tho.armyor 
the laws passed by the lc~tslatlve assembly shall be submitted to na'y 

8~1au 
th 

· f h U · S · · ' ' be elegJble e congress o t c n~te tates, an~ tf d!sapproved, spall be null to noy civil 
and of no ~lfect : Provtcl~d, That nolhmg m this act shall be con· o.ffieo. 
strued to grve power to lllcorporatc a bank, or any institution with l<.x_t.ent. of 

banking powers, o~· to borrow money in the name of the territory, ~!:!~~1v" 
or to p)cdgc t.he fatth o~ th.e people of the same for n.ny loan whai· Prov.iso;, 
ever, erther duectly or wchrectly. No charter grantin<>' any privi- no.tlung m 

lerrc of k' · · · - · · 0 
th1s act .~ . ma ~ng, tssumg, or puttrng mto Ctrculatron any notes or shall be 

b1lls m lhc hkenes~ of.bank notes, o: any bonds, scrip, drafts, bills construed 
of cx?b.ange or ob!tgatwns, or granttng any other banking powers ns giving 
or pmrtleges, shall be passed by the legislative assembly· nor sll"ll plower to 

h ll
. b · ' ' ' " c 1arter a 

t e.esta l rs ment of any br~nch br agency of any such corporation, bank, bor· 
denved. from. ot~er authonty, be al.lowcd in said territory; nor rowmoney 
shall sard legrslattve assembly authorrze the issue of anyobli<>'ation or gr~~t 
Scr · · 'd f d b b ·u. · · ~ , tho pnvt· 

1p, Ol evt eoce o e t. y Sal terntory, m any mode or man· lcgeofissu-
ncr whatever, except certtficates f~r services to said territory: and i~g notes, 
aU such bws, or any law or laws mconsistent with the provisions bills, &c. 

of this act, sl~aU be utterly ~ul_l ~nd void; and aU taxes shall be t!~·s, sui~~ 
equal antl umform, and no dtstmction shall be made in the assess· consistent 
ments betwee': different kinds of property, but the assessments with this 
shall bo a~cordmg to the value thereof. To avoid improper infiu- net11 ~

0• ~de 
ences •h h lt f . . . . nu "''ot . , ~~ rc may rcsu rom mlermtxmg m one and the same act All nets of 
such thtngs as have no 1~roper relation to each other, every ]aw legislative 
s~all embm<.:e but one object, and that shall be expressed in the assembly 
t

1 
tle. shnll em-

s 
. brace bnt 

F.C. 7. And be tt fu?·t~1e1· enacte~, That 3:11 township, district, and ~ne o?ject. 
county officers, not herel!1 otherwrse rrovtded for shall be appoint· Certam of-

d I l 
· h ' fleers to be 

c. or e octet 111 sue ma?ner as sha1 be provided by the lcgisla- appointed 
tlVe assembly of the terntory of Oregon. by the le· 
. SEc. 8. ~111d be it further enacted, 'l'hat no member of the legisla- gislature 

ttvc us:;embly shall hold, or be appointed to any office which shall ns they 

h b 
, mny pre-

ave . een created, or the salary or emoluments of which shall have srribe. 
been tncreased, while he was a member, during the term for which No mem· 
he wns ele<:ted, and for one year after the expiration of such term · ber. of the 

b t tl 
· · · , lcg1slature 

u. 11~ restrrctJOn shall not be apphcable to members of the first can hold 
lc&rslatrvc as;;embly; an~ no person holding a commission or ap- anr other 
Lo~utrnt:nt utHler the U mtcd States shall be a member of the leO'iS· o~ce, re· 

a~1vc as~embly, or shall hold any ~ffice under the government of f~;:;!nt~~-
saH.l tern torv 1 •1 • ' , • WHO ill 

.SEC'l'H.~X 9. And be it furtlwr enacted, That the judicial power of office or for 
saKl tr..:mtory shall be vested in a supreme court Jistrict courts at yeardsaf· 

P
robate . , l · . . f ' , orwnr . 

' <.:~~~u·.s,, am ~n J.ustr.ces o tb0 peace.. The s~preme court Judicinl 
s~a111 constliL of a chref JUsttce and two assocrate justwes, any two power; 
0 w 1010 slmll constitute a quorum and who shall hold a term at howvested 
tl t f ' ' Supremo 

lC sea .0 g~wernm~nt or said territory annually, and they shall court; how 

hold :~cl~ ~!l~~es dunng .the period of ~our years, and until their constituted 
SLlCCC~sor-:; .~h.11J be appornted anJ qualtficd. The said territory &<:· . 
shall be dlVlJed iuto three judicial districts, and a district cour t ~~~~~ct 
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shall be held in each of said districts, by one of the justices of the 
supreme court, at such times and places ~s may ?e prescribed by 
law· and the said judges shall, after tbe1r appomtments, respec­
tively reside in the districts which sba~l be ~igued to them. 
The jurisdiction of the several cour ts herem prov1ded for, ~oth _ap­
pellate and original, ana ~h~t of the probate C?urts and ?f J~Sttees 

Justices of of the peace, shall be as hm1te~ by law : Provide~, Tha~ JUStice~ of 
the Peace. the peace shall not have jurisdiCtiOn of a_ny case m whiCh the title 

to land shall in any wise come in qucst10n, or where the debt or 
dama.,.cs claimed shall exceed ori.e hundred dollars; and the said 
supre~e and district courts respectively, shall possess chancery as 

E~ch dis- well as common law jurisdiction. Each district court or the judge 
~net co~r: thereof, shall appoint its clerk, who shall also be the register in 
i~ ~~~~m chancery, and shall keep his office at the place w hero the court 
Writs of may be held. Writs of error, bills of except~o~, and ap£eals! sh~ll 
error, &c., be allowed in all cases from the final demswns of sa1d distnct 
from tho d h 1 · b district to courts to the supreme court, un er sue regu atwns as may e 
the su- prescribed by ll).w; but in no case removed to the supremo court, 
preme shall trial by jury be allowed in said court. The supreme court, 
~~~:·clerk or the justices thereof, shall appoint its own clerk, and .every clerk 
ofsupreme shall hold his office at the pleasure of the court for whiCh h e shall 
co~rt ap- have been appointed. Writs of error and appeals from the final 
pob . mtcd ; r decisions of said supreme court shall be allowed, and may be taken 

IS term o f h U · d S · h d office, &c. to the supreme court o. t e mte tate~, m. t e same manner, ~n 
Writs of under the same 1 ~<Yulatwns as from the Circmt courts of the U mted 
error, ,tc., States where the 

0
yalue of the proterty or the amount in contro· 

from the ' · h ffi · f · h t supreme versy, to be ascertam_ed by t e oat or a rmatwn o e1t er par y, 
court, to or other competent w1tness, shall exceed two thousand dollars, and 
the su- in all cases where the constitution of the United States, or acts of 
~~~0 1 congress or a treaty of the United States, is brought in question; 
D. s. 

0 
and each of the said district courts shall have and exercise the 

E~te.nt of same jurisdiction in all cases aris_ing un:der the ?onstituti~m of t~e 
dlstnct . U nitcd States and the laws of smd terr1tory, as IS vested m the cir-
courts, JU· . . 1 U · d S · f d risdiction. cmt and distnct courts of the m~e tates; wnts o error an ap-

peal in all such ca~es ~ball be made to th~ supreme court of said 
How writs territory, the same as m other cases. \V nts of error and appeals 
oferrorand from the final decisions of said supreme courts shall be allowed, 
appeals are and may be taken to the supreme court of the United States, in the 
toD.bte~tkou same manner as from the circuit courts of the United S tates, where 

IS TIC • h Jl courts, ju- the value of the property, or the amount m. con~ro:"ersy, s a ex-
risdiction. ceed t1vo thousand dollars· and each of sa1d d1stnct courts shall 

have and exercise the sam~ jurisdiction in all cas~s arising ~nder 
the constitution and laws of the United States, as 1s vested m the 
circuit and district courts of the United States, and also of all cases 
arising under the Jaws of the said territor,y, and otherwise.. The 

Clerk'sfecs said clerk shall receive, -in all such cases1 the ~arne f~es whJCh_-the 
clerks of the district courts of the late W tsconsm tern tory rece1ved 
for similar services. • 

Attorney, SECTION 10. And be ~·tjurtlu;r_ enacted, That there _shall_ be ap­
his term of pointed an attorney for said terntory, who shall contmue mollie: 
office, &c. for four years, and until his successor shal_l be appointed and quah-

. fied, unless sooner removed by the prcs1dent, and who shall re-
lllds 1fees ceive the same fees and salary as were provided by law for the at­an sa ary. 

• 
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torncy of the United States for the late territory of Wisconsin. 
rrlJCrC shall also be a marshal for the territory appointed, who ::IInr !1 1-
sJiall hold his office for four years, and until his succei"sor shall be hi~ tern or 
appointed and qualified, unless sooner removed by the president, ~-!.'ll~,·ab!~~ 
and who shall execute all processes issuing from the said courts, tt~~: k 

1
" 

when exercising their jurisdiction as circuit and district court:; of 
the United States; he shall perform the duties, be subject to tl1e 
same reQ'ulations and penalties, and be entitled to the same fees, ns 
were provided by law for the marshal of the district court of the 
United States for the present [late] territory of Wisconsin; and 
shall, in addition, be paid two hundred dollars annually as a com- ~:fo~.~~~~ 
pcnsation for extra services. trnscn·: cer. 

SECTION 11. And be z'tfurOter enacted, That the governor, secre- Gonrnor, 
tary, chief justice, and associate j ustices, attorney, and marshall, sc7retnrr. 
shall be nomiuateJ, and, by and with the advice and consent of the ~.luef J:l~· 
senate, appointed by the president of tbe United States. 'l'he c1i~~ aj~~: 
<YOycmor and secretary, to be appointed as aforesaid, shall, before tico, nttor­
tlley act as such, respectively take an oath or affirmation, before noy, 1 f"'l the di::,trict judge, or some justice of the peace in the limits of said ~~~~>~~iu\~ 
territory , duly authorized to administer oaths ancl affirmations by cu by the 
the laws now in force therein, or before the chief justice or some prcs~llcnt. 

· · · f 1. f tl U · 1 " Tlum oath assocwte JUShcc o tue supreme cour t o 10 mtcc .;)tates, to sup· ofoi!ice &" 
port the constitution of the United State~, nncl faithfully to dis- ' .. 
charge the J uties of their respective oflkcs ; which said oaths, 
when so taken, shall be cer tified Ly tho per:>on by whom the same 
shall have been taken, and such cer tificates shall be received aml 
recorded by the said secretary among tbe executive proceed;,ugs; 
and the chief justice and associate justice<', and all other ciYil 
officers in said territory, before they act as S11Ch, shall take a like 
oath or affirmation, before the said governor or secrctD.ry, or 1'ome 
j udge or j ustice' of tho peace of the territory , who may be duly 
commissioned and q ualified; which said oath or affirmation shall 
be certified and transmitted by the person taking the same, to the 
secretary , to be by him recorded as aforesaid ; and afterwards, the 
like oath or affirmation shall be taken, certified, and recorded, in 
such manner and form as may be prescribed by law. The goyernor 
shall receive an annual salary of fifteen hundred do1lars as gorer- Snlary of 
nor, and fifteen hundred. dollars as superintendent of Indian affairs. goYc_rn~r: 
T he chief justice and associate justices shall each receive an an- ~~~b~e~~&: 
nual salary of two thousand dollars. 'l'hc secretary shall rcccirc c~nt~ "ju~­
an annual salary of fifteen hundred dollars. The sn.id salaries shall tices and 
be paill quarter-yearly, from tho dates of the respective appoint- secretary. 
ments, at the treasury of the U uited States; but no such payment 
shall be made until said officers shall have entered upon the duties 
of their respective appointments. 'J'he members of the legislative Salary ar.u 
ass~mbly ~hall be entitled to r eceive three dollars each per day mileage ot: 
clurmg thmr attendance at the session thereof, and three dollars each ~~oe_r~ot 
for ?VCl'Y t':'enty miles' travel in going to and returning from said ii..-eo~g::~: 
scsswns, ~stnnated according to the nearest usually travelled route. bly. 
And a chtcf clerk, one assistant clerk, a sergeant-at-arms, and door· 
keeper, may be chosen for each house ; and the chief clerk shall 
receive five dollar~ per day, and the said other officers three 
dollars per day, durmg the session of the legislative assembly; but 

3 
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. no other officers shall be paid by the "Gnited Stn.tes: Prm:idecl, 
;rov,s~ R• That there shn1l be but one session of tho legislature annually, un-
• o ~1ons l .JL- • th } · oftbelcgis· c~-'l, on nn e:xt~aoruR~ary occasiOn, e governors tall thmk proper 
lntult'. . to c:-~11 the JegJslaturc together. There shaH be appropriated an­
~pp:oprln· nunlly the sum of fifteen hundred dollm'S, to be expended by the 
tzons for 1 fra h · f h · · d contiogr:nt ,governor to t c , y t e contingent expenses o t c tcrrttory, mclu -
cxpcn~~~. ing the salary of a clerk of the executive department; and there 

shall also be appropriated, annually, a sufficient sum to be expen­
ded by the secretary of the territory, and upon an estimate to be 
made by the secretn.ry of the treasury of the United States to de­
fray the expon!'cs of tbe legisla.t.ive assembly, the priuting'or the 
laws, and othc:r incidental expenses; and the governor and secro-

~uch. ap· tary of the territory shall, in the disbursement of all moneys in· 
~~~;~~be trusted to them, be govcrnecl solely by the instructions of the 
"udor tho secretary of the treasur:y: of the United State~, ancl shall semi-au­
c.mtrol of nnally account to the smd secretary for the manner in which the 
;110 !>etrtrh,. nforesnicl [sum] moneys shall have been eX})Cntlcd · and no expen· 
•VY 

0 0 l' b ·1 f · ' treasury of c Itttre, to ~ pmc. ont. o money appropriated by Congress, shall be 
the lT. s. !Uadc by satd legiSlative assembly for object..,; not specially author· 
P..cst ·ctim 1zcd by the nets of Congress making the [~ppropriation~ nor beyond 
en. ~ppro· t\11~ sums thus appropriated for such objects. ' 
l,~mg~~'lsk· ~;x .. 12 . .• lnd b9 ~·vm·tlu;,· enact~·~!, 'l'h~t the rivers and streams of 
c;i$aturo. "'"' t<;r m satd terntory of Oregon m wh1ch salmon are found or to 
Salmon which they resor~ shall not be obstructed by dams or oth~nnsc 
leaps ~hall unless such dams or obstructions are so constructed n.s to allm; 
not be ob· 1 t '"' 1 d l 1. • 1 structuu. sa mon o pass lree .Y up an c own sucu nvers anc streams. 
Appropria· Sr:r. 13. An(~ be ?tfi,dhC'J· enacte~l, That the sum of ten thousand 
L!ollofr .e~· ~lvlhu" be, and IS hereby appropnatcd, to be expended unllet the 
~eogcrS!Incl direction of the president of the United Stntes, in pn.ymcnt for the 
expn-ssc3

• scrvi.c?s nnd c~penscs of such pen;on.s as have ~een engage~ by the 
1 !'0Vlf'Jonn.1 government of Oregon, m convcymg commumcations 

.\.nd for to and from. tb? U ni~etl State:::, am.l tho pur~hase of 1wescnts for 

lu·c~cots to such of thu Im1w.n ~nbes as the peace anu qutetuc.le of the COllntry 
od,an~. rcq uires. 

Onlil;nnc-~ S1~r. 14. And l;e it fwther- enacted, That the inhabitants of Raid 
or H&7 territory shall be entitled to enjoy all and singulm· the ,.ights 
~~!~ng~~ priv_ilegc.-, and adv~ntagcs granted nnl1 Recured to the r)eople of th~ 
gon ten1tory of the Frnt0l1 States northwest of tho river Ohio, by the 

articl~s of ~?mpact coutbi~eu in the ordi•1aucc for tho government 
of smJ tem .• ory, on the thntcenth da.y of .T uly, seventeen hundred 
and eighty-seven; and shall be subject to all the condititions,· and 
restrictionR, and prohibitions in ::>aid nrtielcs of compact imposed 
upon the reop1e of sairl territory; and the existing laws now in 
f~r?e in the tcnitory of O~·egon, under thli authority of the pro· 
'"?slonal govcr~ment ostnbh~hed by ~he people thereof, shall con­
~mnc to l?o Yah~l and operative tht!rem, so far .as the same be not 
mcompattblc w1th the constitntion of the Umtcd States a.nd the 
principles and nro'f-isions of this act; subject, nevcrthel'ess to be 
al~crccl, ~nodificd, or repealed, by tho Jcgislativc assembly ~f the 

:Prio! la,,., S~ld terrJto~y of Oregon; but aU laws bc~·etoforc passed in said tcr­
mnlnng ntory making grants of land or otherw1sc affectiuo· or incumber-
trrRnts of · I · l d 1 

b faud,.u::c., 111g t 10. ttt e to lan s, shall he, and. arc hereby declared to be null 
to bl' n·id. and \ md; o.nd the laws of the Umted States are hereby extended 

.. 
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over, and declared to be in force in sai~ territory, so far as the same, 
or any pro,-jsion thereof, may be n.pvhcable. . . 

SEC: 15 . .dna be itjw·tlter eru.u:ted, rh~t the lcg1S_lahve a,_c;sem_bly Tim~ of 

Of the territory of Orcuon, shall hold 1ts fu'St sesston at such time 1hol?•1n~ . . . o h f b ll . t d ogls nt•vo and place m smd terntory as the governor t erco s a appom an assembly. 
direct ; and at said first session, or as soon thereafter as they shall . 
deem exr)edient the legislative ussembl J shall proceed to locate and Locahron of 

1 ·a · h 1 seat o go­establish the scat of government for sat terntory, at sue pace as vernment. 
they may deem elicible · which place, bo\vcver, shall thereafter be 
subiect to be chang~d by' saidlecislative assembly. And the sum of ~ppropria·f 

J o . h t th tiOn o five thousand dollars, out of any mo~ey m t c treasury no .o er- ~5,000 for 
wise appropriated, is hereby appr~pnated and grnnted to sa1d ter· buildings, 
ritory of Oregon, to be there apphcd by the governor, to the erec· &c. 
tion of suitable buildings at the seat of government. 

SEC. 16. And be itju.rther enacted, That a delegate to the house of Delegate 
representatives of the United States, to serve for the term of t\\'O ~ ~~~~~~~ 
years who shall be a citizen of the United States, mn.y be elected of reprc· 
by th~ voters qualified to elect men;tbers of the ~c~slati>·e assembly, sentnth·c~ 
who shall be entitled to the same nght.s and pnvtleges as have been ~f. U;w~~ 
heretofore exercised and enjoyed by the delegat~s from the several dt~;:s. 
other territories of the U nitcd Stn.tcs to the smd house of repre- His privi· 
scntatives · but the delerratc first elected shall hold his sca.t only 1

1
e
1
!?es. f 

' o . h h 11 b l J Tli •s term o during the term of the Congress to wh.lC he s a e e eetec1. e office. 
first election shall be held at such tunc and place~, and be. con- now, 
ductcd in such manner, as tho 0rrovcrnor !'hall appomt and drrect; whoro, an!l 

.l f h ld' h ] when l11s of which, and th.e time, place, .nnu man~cr ? o wg sue ~ ec: election 
tions he shall g1ve at least Sixty clays not1ce by proclamatJOn, shall tako 
and t~t all subsequent elections, t~e times, place~, and manner of h~ld- placo. 
inrr tho clecLions sbo,ll be pre~cnbed by law. The person baVlng Wl10 shall 
th~ greatest number of votes shall be declared by. the gover~or to be olcctcd. 
be uuly elected, and a certificate thereof shall be gn:en accorclmg:ly. 
Tbe delegate from said torritorv shall not be ent1tlecl to recelVe 
more than twenty-five huudrccl dollars at any one sc..c:sion of c~)ll-
gress as a compensation for his milc:_pe, in aoing to and returmng Mileage of 
from' the scat of government of the united States, any act of Con- delegate. 
gross to the contrary, notwithstanding. . . 

SEQ. ~ 7. A~cl. be it JUt:th~ enacted, That. all smts, process, a?d ~~ S:! 
proceedings, c1vil and crunma1, .at law and m cbn?ccry, and all m- ceedings, 
dictments and informations, wh1ch sball be pcndmg and n~c~oter- crimi~a~ 
mined in the courts established by authority of the prOVlSional and :ml, 

0 · l · h 1' · f 'cl t ·t · h &c., m t.bo govcmment of rcgon, w1t un t e 1m1ts o sm err1 my, w . en courts 01 
this act shall take effect, shall be trnnsfcrrccl to be heard, .tned, tho provi· 
prosecutotl and determined in the district courts hereby established, sional go· 

h. h 1 
• • .r · ts 1. h •ernmeut w lC. may mclude the counties or u1Slnc '~ucro any sue l?ro- of Oregon, 

c.eedmg may be pending. All bond~, rccorrmzances, ~n~ obltga- t.ol.>ctrnns­
twns of every kind whatsoever, vn.1Hl under the ex:tstlng laws f(lrre~ .to 
within th~ limits of said tcnitory, s?all be valid u.udcr this. ac~; ~~~r~~i~~~; 
nncl aU onmes and misdemeanors ngamst the laws m force w1thm u. s. for 
saiJ limits, may be prosecuted, tried, and punished in t~e courts s:lid tcrri­
cstn.blishcd by this act · and all penalties, forfeitures, act10ns, and tory. 
causes of action, may b~ recovered under this act, in like ma.nn.er 
as they would have been under the laws in force within tho l1m1ts 
composing snid territory a.t tho time this act shall go into opera-



36 ..iCT OF COl\GRESS ORG.iL"'IIZL"fG TERRITORllL GOVERN1!ENT, 

Proviso. tion: Provided, That the laws, penalties, and forfeitures, and pun­
ishments by tl1is section required to be enforced by the cou1ts pro­
vided for by thjs act, shall not be inconsistent with the constitution 
of the United States: Andfui'tlter JHOvided, That no right of action 
whatever shall accrue against any person for any act clone in pur· 
suanco of an:y law heretofore pa...--sed by the temporary govern· 
ment, and whiCh ma,y be declared contrary to the constitution of 
the United States. 

Justices of SEc. 18 . .L1 n~ be it fw·tlter cnactet{, rr:h~t all just~ccs of the peace, 
tho pc:we, constables, sheriffs, and all other JUUICial and mmisterial otllcers 
COnlitnbJc• h hall b . fli . h' h }' . . I sheri.!Th,k~ w o s em o co Wlt m t e 1m1ts of said territory when this 
in otli~e act s~a.ll take etr:ect, shall be, .and they are hereby, authorized and 
when th1s reqUITed to contmue to exerc1se auu perform the duties of thuir re· 
~~~ct,ta~;:. spective offices ns officers of tho ter~itory of Oregon, until they or 
conti?u~~ others ~hall be duly elcctc.d 01: appomtcd, an_d qnali11ed to illl their 
ti.Jerom t1ll places m the manner herem c.hrcctecl or until their ofiiccs shall be 
others a;e abolished. ' 
chosen Ill S A • 
tboir place. EC. 19 . .l.l.IZCl be ztfurtlwr enacted, That the sum of five thousand 
B5,oo.o np- dollu~ be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out of any mo­
~ropr11~~.cd neys m the treasury not otherwise af1propriatcd to lJc eX11cnded •or a Iura· b .1 l h ,,. . f h . ' • ry. y anu ~nCter t e u1rection o .t e smt governor of the tenitory of 

Oregon, JU the purchase of a hbrary, to be kept at the seat of gov· 
erumcnt for the use of the governor, legislative assembly, judges 
o.f the supreme court, secretary, marshal, and attorney of said ter­
n tory, and sucL other peTsons, and under such rc,.ulatious as shall 
be ]Jrcscril.Jed by law. b 

S.x:tiousiG SEC. 20. And be it ft~rther enacted That when the lands in the 
and1 

3toG in said territory shall be surveyed uncler the direction of the govern-
cnc I wn- t f h U . d S ship appro- men o t c. mte tatcs, ~)rcparatory to bringing the same into 
~riatcd to ~ar~et, sec.twns numbered sixteen and ~birty-six in each township 
~cbools. m said ternt01:y sbn.ll ~e, and the sam.e 1s ~ereby, reserved for the 

purpos<:> of bcmg applied to schools m smd territory and in tho 
. states and territories hertla.ftcr to be erected out of the ~amc. 

Ont.11 oth· SEC. 21. Llncl be ~·tfu!'lher enacted That until othcrwit:ic provided 
OrWISC pro- .r b l th f · l 1 

• 
1 

• vidod for 1~r .Y aw, ~ g0vc:no,. o smt tcrntory may define the judir;al 
bylaw, the d1~tncts of sa~d ter~Itory, and assign the _jn~ges who may be ap· 
governor pomted for sn.Id tcrntory, to the several distncts and a1~o appoint 
may <lefinc th t' d l fi h ld' · 1 

1 
· the judicial e ~n:e~ an. P aces or . o . m15. co~ts ~n tue seYCl'itl couut1cs or 

dis~ricts, ~ubd1v1s10ns. m each,._ of smd ~udi?Ial diStncts by proc!amation to be 
ass1gn. 1ssued by hm1; but the leg1slatwe assembly, at then· ilrst or any 
~~e~udg- s':lbs?quent sessi?n, may organize, alter, or modify such judicial 
Power of distr~cts, and assign the judges, and alter the time and plnccs of 
legislature hol~ng tho courts, .as to them shall seem prope~ and convenient. 
!~c~ter ~: SEC. 22. An~ be ~t furtlzer enacted, That p.ll officers to l.Jc appoint· 

. tricts. ed by the pres1dent, by and 'vith the advice and consent of the 
- &lcuri~;r to senate, for the ten~to~y of Ore~ou, who by virtue of the provisions 

bbo 1> t f any law now ex1stmg, or wh1eh may be enacted durin()' the pres-
Y cera C . d . . 1i c officers, lOr . ongress, !lre reqUJrc t? g1ve seeunty or moneys that may 

moneys in- be mtrnstcd with them for dJsburscmcnt, shall give such security 
tr~s1tod at such time anJ place, and in such manner, as the secretary of the 
Wit 1 th~m treasury may prescribe 
for diS· S · 
bursomonL EC. 23. And b~urtlter. enacted, That all the ports, harbors, 

shores, and waters~e mam land of the territory aforesaiu, shall 
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eonstitnte a collection district, to ?e called the d~strict of Oregon ; Collection 
and a port of ~ntr.y shall be established at Astorm, ncar the mouth distri<:t at 
of the Columbia nver, and a collector of customs shall be appoint- .A.c s

1
t
1
orut 

h 'd b d · h h d · d o ector eel by t e pres1 cut, y an wit t e a VIce an consent of the ofcustorns 
senate, to reside at such port of entry. · 

SE:c. 24. A.ncl be 1't ju1·ther enacted, That the president of the U ni. Ports of 
tefcldSl~ates ~e, ahnd 1~c i~ hcreby,dabuthohr~zed to establish ?uch por.ts !o~~~:ry :to 
o e Ivery 111 t e ( 1stnct create y t IS act, not e:xceedm~ two 111 be located 
n·umber (one of which shall be located on Puget's sound,) as he Appoint· · 
may deem expedient, and may appoint, by and with the advice and mont. 
consent of the senate, surveyors to reside thereat. ~?.rvey?r_: 

SEc. ~5. And be it fui'ther enacted, That tho collector of said dis· u~~cc. Ie~~­
trict shall be allowed a compensation of one thousand dollars per Collector 
annum, and the fees allowed by law ; and the compensation of any and sur­

surveyor appointed in pursn~ncc o.f th}s ac~, sha.ll not exceed five ;b~i~\om· 
hundred dollars per annum, mcludmg m smcl sum the fees allowed pensation. 
by l~w; and the amount co.llectccl by any of said surveyors, for 
fees many one year, exccedmg the sum of five hundred dollars: 
shall be accounted for and paid into the treasury of the United 
States. 

- SEC. 26. And be it fw·thci' enacted, That the revenue laws of the Revenue 
United States be, and arc hereby, extended over the territory of Jaws, ex-
Oregon. tended 

S . ~ ~ 
EC. 27 . .Ancl be ~t further enacted, That the sum of fifteen thou- territory. 

sand dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out of any !=\15,00~ 
moneys in the treasury not otherwise apprOl)riateu, to be expended ncrropr~a­
under the direction of the secretary of the treasury, for the con- t~ht ho~~ 
struction of light-houses at Cape Disappointment and N c'v Dungi· scs and 
ness; and for the construction and anchoring of the requisite num· buoys. 
her of buoys, to indicate the channels at the mouth of the Colum-
bia ri\~cr, and the approaches to the harbor of . .Astoria; the said 
buoys to be placed and anchored under the direction of such per· 
sons as the secretary of the treasury shall appoint. 

.APPlWVED; August 1-f., 18-:1:8. 


