EPARTMENT OF _

3040 25th Street, SE
Salem, OR 97302-1125
Phone: (503) 378-4880
Toll Free: (800) 874-0102
FAX: (503) 373-1688

DATE: March 7, 2011

TO: Senator Lee Beyer
Chairman
Senate Business, Transportation and Economic Development Committee

FROM: Mitch Swecker, Interim Director N0/
Re: Senate Bill 537 — Limiting of growth at airports

INTRODUCTION

Senate Bill 537 amends ORS 836.608 to limit growth at private-use and privately-
owned public-use airports listed in ORS 836.608 including limiting growth related to
helicopters.

BACKGROUND

The Oregon Legislatures enacted ORS 836.600 through ORS 836.630 in 1995 to
support the policy of the State of Oregon to encourage and support the continued
operation and vitality of Oregon’s airports. In 1997, the Oregon Legislature amended
the aforementioned legislation to include ORS 836.608, 836.612, and 836.623. The
1997 amendment recognized that private-use airports and privately owned public-use
airports that were the base of three or more aircraft in 1994 were a matter of state
concern. ORS 836.608 provides for continued aviation uses as defined in ORS
836.616 at the above mentioned airports.

WHAT THE BILL DOES
Senate Bill 537 allows local planning jurisdictions to impose limitations on uses
related to helicopter activities at airports listed in ORS 836.608 (see attached listing).

SUMMARY

Senate Bill 537 allows local planning jurisdictions to limit growth at certain airports
when growth is related to helicopters. While this bill will have no impact on the
Department of Aviation, it will impact helicopter operations across the state. Many
private-use airports are utilized for helicopter services related to farming, fire fighting,
and other emergency services. Imposing limitations on these uses may have an
adverse impact on local farming and emergency service abilities.
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