April 25,2011
Dear Aviation Board Members;

My name is Georgia Nowlin, and I am a former Curry County Commissioner. My term
ended in 2010, when I chose not to run again.

During my entire time in office, the last two years with Commissioners George Rhodes
and Bill Waddle, I have worked with local, state and federal agencies, organizations and
legislators to ensure representation and stable funding for Curry County. I have also
represented Curry County on various boards and task forces. I believe in cooperation and
partnerships at all levels and have worked diligently to ensure the well-being of Curry
County.

Thus, I was concerned to read in our local papers' articles (attached) that Commissioner
Rhodes announced at a January 12 work session that he was recommending that Curry
County take over ownership of the Cape Blanco Airport, and that "the only cost to the
county would be to include the airport as one of our properties and have liability insurance
on that."

Knowing the increasing costs to the county's general fund in the operation of the
Brookings Airport the last few years, I was incredulous. We gave a $14,000 loan this fiscal
year to the Brookings Airport so it would not exceed budget. So far, as of the end of
March, the Brookings Airport expenditures is now exceeding budget by over $25,486.
This is in a county that is struggling financially and has recently passed orders to lay off
key staffers in the Commissioners' office, including the staffer responsible for Brookings
Airport. The Department for Economic Development was also eliminated.

With the loss of federal Secure Rural Schools funding, unless something dramatically
changes in the next two years, Curry County will become financially insolvent.

On the same page as the article with Commissioner Rhodes' comments about Cape Blanco
Airport is an article headlined, "Budget: It's going to be very, very ugly." It is one of many
recent articles about our county's financial struggles.

With our county's financial condition in such dire straits, It makes no sense for this board
to turn over ownership of Cape Blanco Airport to Curry County and have expectations
that it would be able to maintain, let alone improve aviation safety and public access for
Cape Blanco Airport.

Thank you for allowing me to share my comments.

Respecttully,

Georgia Nowlin
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et: "IT'S going Lo

be very, very ugly’

Continued from Page 1A

The matter came up at
Wednesday’s commissioners’
work session.

The commissioners have
scheduled heads of Curry
County departments to meet
with them at next Tuesday’s

work session to discuss cuts -

in their departments’ budg-
ets for the current fiscal year
that ends June 30. That ses-
sion will be dedicated just to
hudget reductions, Commis-
sion Chairman George
Rhodes said when that meet-
ing was scheduled.
Speaking of the 2013-2014
fiscal year, Rhodes said
Wednesday that half of the

_general fund money would
“"&0 to the sheriff's depart-

ment, but that would not be
enough to keep the depart-
ment whole.

“It’s going to be ugly. It’s
going to be very, very ugly,”
Waddle said.

He said he and Sheriff
John Bishop had been dis-
cussing what may be left.

“No patrol, nio dispatch or
911, no animal control, no
emergency services,” Waddle
said.

“We have to have a jail.
That’s where 90 percent of
his budget will be. There’s
him, the jailers, the jail,”
Waddle said. “There’may be
one or two other individuals,
probably still have probation
and parole because that is
state funded.”

Waddle said the jail does
not meet standards now. -

“There’s no sprinkler sys-
tem in that jail. Another
thing, it needs extensive

> work on heating and air con-

ditioning. We're talking hun-
dreds of thousands -of dol-
lars,” Waddle said.

Rhodes said the lack of
money is discussed every
year, then federal dollars
come through.

“There’s always the at-
mosphere of us crying ‘wolf,”
Rhodes said. “This time it

may not be.”

He said commissioners
should create some kind of
committee to start work on
a plan.

“If you have no law en-
forcement, no CEO in his
right mind would bring his
company to this county,”
Rhodes said. :

Waddle said part of the
challenge is how much serv-
ices the county should pro-
vide over the next 2 1/2
years. '

“Do we want to gradually
let the air out of the tire or
stick the knife in and let it
go out quickly,” he said.
“What services do we provide
the next.2 1/2 years while
we still have revenue and
some SRS (federal Secure
Rural Schools funds)?”

The county is expected to
have $3,738,000 in the gen-
eral fund ‘next year without
using reserves. That’s down
from $4,608,000 this year,
counting taxes received for
the general fund and the de-
clining federal Secure Rural
Schools funds.

Curry County was sched-
uled to receive only two more
safety nét timber payments
of approximately $2.6 million
and §1.6 million before fed-
eral payments are scheduled
to end. The $2.6 million for
the coming year was received
in November. The $1.6 mil-
lion expected next November
would not pay to operate the
sheriffs department. Follow-
ing that, the only revenue
for the county’s general fund
is the $1.4 million it collects
in property taxes.

Voters last November re-
jected a five-year property
tax levy to help fund the
county.

Much of the problem is
caused by the Oregon & Cal-
ifornia Railroad, which never
really existed. And the huge
percentage of Curry County
owned by the federal govern-
ment.

The 0&C lands are the

‘remnants of an 1870s land

grant to spur the consgtruc-
tion of a rdilroad and devel-
opment. The railroad compa-
ny was found to be in viola-
tion of the terms of the
grant, so in 1916 the federal
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