
Outline of talking points 

 Greetings on behalf of the Port of Portland and the Aviation Industry of Oregon 

 

 Discuss the agenda - Great Agenda! : (provided on second page) 

 

 Aviation as an Industry Cluster – how does it fit into the state of Oregon’s priorities 

o Jobs and Innovation –  

 Living wage jobs; average salary $62,395 

 Over 400 Aviation businesses in Oregon 

 High tech job s – manufacturing, UAS industry, skilled mechanics 

 Examples 

 Oregon has 90% of heavy lift helicopters in US. 

 VAN’s aircraft – Aurora based; top kit aircraft manufacturer in the world 

(makes the “RV” line of kit built aircraft). 

 Lektro, Inc. - Astoria based; makes electric aircraft tugs sold worldwide.  

 Oregon Aero – Scappoose based; manufactures aviation equipment for 

military. 

 Garmin – Salem based; manufacturer of GPS navigation equipment. 

 NW UAV - McMinnville based; largest manufacturer of UAS engines in U.S. 

 

o Education – trained work force    panel discussion hits this one.   

 Universities (OSU) – Unmanned Aerial Systems/ High Tech Aviation engineering  

 Community colleges? Central Oregon CC, PCC Rock Creek, Lane college 

 Cooperative learning with aviation industry in the shops/businesses  

 

 Airport Development  

o $82 million from CONNECTOREGON 

 Leveraged $251 million in Federal Grants for infrastructure improvement (50% of all 

ConnectOregon leveraged funds due to 90-10 FAA grant-sponsor match) 

o $289 million in FAA grants from 2009-2011 in Oregon 

 No tax dollars (from Federal Aviation Trust Fund/user fees) 

o Port of Portland data? Projects?  

 

 Port of Portland’s role as an economic catalyst for the state.  Good opportunity to put forth POPs 

contributions to aviation in the state and tie it to aviation industry in the state.  

 Air Service,  transportation hub, satellite businesses,  multimodal influence,  etc. 

 

 As Introductory speaker, we plan to have a “Kodak moment” and announce and read Aviation 

Proclamation signed by Governor designating October as Aviation Month in Oregon 

 Potential to close the conference with Duncan Wyse? 



 

 

Aviation Summit 2013 Agenda 

1:00 Introduction and Moderator Mark 
Gardiner, Chairman, Oregon Aviation Board  

1:05  Welcome - Larry Wood, Executive Director 
of the Evergreen Aviation & Space Museum 

1:10 – 
1:30  

Governor's Message  
Goals for Oregon’s Future: Economy, 
Education, Aviation 
Vincent Granato, Chief Operating Officer, 
Port of Portland 

1:30 – 
1:40 

Proclamation - Oregon Aviation Month  
Vincent Granato, & ODA Director Mitch 
Swecker  
Selina Shilad, Alliance for Aviation Across 
America 

 Handout: “What you can do to educate your 
community to the importance of the local 
airport.” Joe Smith 

1:40 - 
2:00 

Keynote 1: Eric Folkestad, President of the 
Cascade Chapter,  
Association for Unmanned Vehicle Systems 
International (AUVSI) 
The Changing Face of Aviation in Oregon: 
UAV’s 

2:00 - 
2:20  

Keynote 2: Kathryn Vernon, FAA 
Northwest Mountain Regional Administrator  
Airports as local drivers of the economy: an 
FAA view 

2:20 - 
2:35 

Next Gen: Teens Building Airplanes Two 
teenagers from the Airway Science for Kids 
Program  

2:35 – 
3:15 

Panel 1 Capital, Entrepreneurial Funds, and 
Tech Support for Aviation 
Moderator: Ernie Bootsma, Partner, Ater 



Wynne LLP. 
Karen Goddin, Business, Innovation & Trade 
Managing Director, Business Oregon 
John Desmond, Oregon Angel Fund & 
retired President Flight Dynamics, Inc. 
(Rockwell Collins) 
Sam Brooks, S. Brooks & Associates, OAME 
Chairman 
Gil Alvarez, VP Commercial Loans, Bank of 
the Cascades 

3:15 – 
3:30 

Break  

3:30 – 
4:00 

From Red Tails to UAV’s 
Ben Berry and Ben "Flaps" Berry  

4:00 – 
4:40 

Panel 2 Work Force, Education, & Training 
Issues for Aviation” 
Moderator: Larry Altree (PCC Rock Creek 
Aviation Science Dept. Chair) 
Agnes Balassa, Workforce Policy Advisor, 
Governor’s Office 
Max Lyons, President, Hillsboro Aviation 
Jerry Bean, Central Oregon Community 
College 
Paul Hudgens: Specialized Recruiting 
Group/Express Employment Professionals 
Roberto Albertani PhD), OSU Facility & 
American Institute for Aeronautics and 
Astronautics (AIAA). 

4:40 – 
4:50  

Next Year- What should ORAVI do next? 
Web Site? Next Year’s Summit?  
Aron Faegre, ORAVI President 

4:50 – 
5:20 

Closing “What can state Government  and 
Business Accomplish Together?” 
Duncan Wyse, Oregon Business Council 
President. And State of Oregon 
representative TBA. 

5:30 – 
7:00  

Reception & Networking. Aviation door 
prizes 

 

 

 


