July 18, 2014

Recreational Use Statutes (RUS) were wisely passed some years ago across
the United States to encourage landowners to make their property available
to the public for recreational activities. In Oregon, these statutes are
deemed to include both private and public lands.

As some of you are aware, the RUS statutes in Oregon need to be amended
to allow for landowner protections as related to aviation activities.

Operators of aircraft who choose to land on any landowners ground should
do so completely at their own risk, and should not have legal recourse to sue
the owner of their selected landing surface. FAA regulations are quite clear
in that pilots are completely responsible for their aircraft in how and where
they use them.

FAR Sec. 91.103 — Preflight action. Each pilot in command shall, before
beginning a flight, become familiar with all available information
concerning that flight.....

The term "all available information" includes the suitability of their chosen
landing surface. In the rural areas, these landing surfaces include open
fields along with land specifically identified as airstrips. The landowners
should not be exposed to liability claims should a pilot CHOOSE to land on
their ground, be it for either emergency or non-emergency landings.

In the 2013 Legislative session, through the help of Rep. Vicki Berger, we
introduced a bill which would have amended ORS 105.672 Section 1 (5) by
adding aviation to the definitions of recreational uses. This bill had support
in both the House and the Senate with Chief Sponsors Rep. Berger and Sen.
Johnson along with Co-Sponsors Reps. Bailey, Bentz and Boone. At the
committee hearings we had overwhelming testimony for the bill from
individual landowners, community airpark owners and agricultural
landowners such as the Oregon Cattlemen Association. Additionally,
Oregon's Board of the Department of Aviation passed a resolution in support
of the bill. Unfortunately, the Chairman of the House Transportation and
Economic Development Committee would not allow a work session on the bill
so it died in committee. This bill was completely a landowner liability
protection measure. It does not give any permission to pilots to use private
property for their aviation activities. Landowners remain completely in
control of their property! What is does do it give more protection to
landowners who have aircraft land on their ground....whether permissive or
not!




Across the U.S., approximately 24 states have aviation listed as a
recreational activity. In western states, Oregon and Colorado remain the
only states without aviation included in their RUS statutes.

Oregon’s aviation community and the Recreational Aviation Foundation
request the Oregon Board of Aviation’s support of our upcoming 2015
legislative session bill.

Best regards,

Phil Olson

Private airstrip owner — 180R and 0G53
Recreational Aviation Foundation — Oregon Liaison
polson@theraf.org

503 851-8700
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Bozeman, MT 59715

www. theraforg

“Keeping the legacy of recreational aviation
strong by preseiving, maintaining and
creating public use recreational and
hackcountry airstrips nationwide”.

24 States Include Aviation in their RUS as of June, 2014
Total Private Use Airstrips Potentially Affected — 3.449

The following states have included aviation-specific language in their Recreational Use Statutes (RUS) or through civil code
laws. The airport numbers were counted from globalair.com. State totals include all charted landing areas. Heliports are
generally private use but are connected to hospitals, businesses or government agencies (such as state police) that would not
be used for recreation, and so are not included in the private use airfield numbers. Some military airports were eliminated when
noted. The last number in each state count represents a general idea of the number of private use airfields with land runways
that are charted that may have been affected by the addition of aviation language to the Recreational Use Statute. An unknown
number of private use airstrips are uncharted.

Alaska: Total-737, Public Use-284, Heliports-43, Seaplane-138, Private Use-263
Arizona: Total-306, Public Use-78, Heliports-109, Seaplane-0, Private Use-117
Arkansas: Total-301, Public Use-99, Heliports-79, Seaplane-0, Private Use-117

California Total-945, Public Use-247, Heliports-407, Seaplane-9, Private Use-270
Georgia: Total-454, Public Use-107, Heliports-114, Seaplane-2, Private Use-228

Idaho: Total-228, Public Use-119, Heliports-50, Seaplane-5, Private Use-105

Kansas: Total-368, Public Use-137, Heliports-33, Seaplane-0, Private Use-197

Maine: Total-181, Public Use-50, Heliports-19, Seaplane-46, Private Use-65
Massachusetts: Total-224, Public Use-39, Heliports-134, Seaplane-15, Private Use-35
Minnesota: Total-448, Public Use-142, Heliports-64, Seaplane-57, Private Use-181
Montana: Total-270, Public Use-125, Heliports-36, Seaplane-2, Private Use-104

New Hampshire: Total-140, Public Use-24, Heliports-79, Seaplane-8, Private Use-26
New Mexico: Total-168, Public Use-58, Heliports-31, Seaplane-1, Private Use-78
Oklahoma: Total-385, Public Use-135, Heliports-88, Seaplane-1, Private Use-161
Pennsylvania: Total-803, Public Use-118, Heliports-345, Seaplane-8, Private Use-326
South Carolina: Total-196, Public Use-68, Heliports-33, Seaplane-2, Private Use-93

South Dakota: Total-172, Public Use-72, Heliports-33, Seaplane-0, Private Use-67

Tennessee: Total-327, Public Use-77, Heliports-111, Seaplane-1, Private Use-132
Utah: Total-144, Public Use-46, Heliports-55, Seaplane-0, Private Use-42
Vermont: Total-83, Public Use-16, Heliports-16, Seaplane-6, Private Use-45




Virginia: Total-428, Public Use-64, Heliports-134, Seaplane-3, Private Use-224

Washington: Total-550, Public Use-126, Heliports-166, Seaplane-16, Private Use-238

Wisconsin: Total-547, Public Use-127, Heliports-99, Seaplane-16, Private Use-283
Wyoming: Total-120, Public Use-42, Heliports-26, Seaplane-0, Private Use-52

Total Landing Facilities-8,525

Heliports-2,304

Seaplane-336

Public Use Airfields with land runways-2,400

Private Use Airfields with land runways-3,449
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