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BEFORE THE ELECTRICAL AND ELEVATOR BOARD OF THE STATE OF OREGON
IN THE MATTER OF: " | CONSENT ORDER

'IMAGINE ENERGY, LLC, -
A DOMESTIC LIMITED LIABILITY o | 1
COMPANY,

RESPONDENT. BCD CASE C2015-0190

INTRODUCTIQN
The ABuildrng Codes Division (Division) conducted an investigation on behalf of the
Electrical and Elevator Board of the State ofOregon (Board) and determined that Imagine Energy,
LL‘C (Respon‘dent) violated certain provisions of the Division’s statutes and administrative rules as
1dent1ﬁed below : |
: The parties agree to resolve th1s matter without a hearing. Respondent understands that
Respondent has the right to a contested case hearmg under the Adm1n1strat1ve Procedures Act,
Oregon Rev1sed Statutes (ORS) chapter 183, and Respondent fully and finally waives the rlght toa .
heanng and any judicial review therefrom by .the signing of this Consent Order.
L | FINDINGS OF -FACT-
| 1. The Diuision issued_ Respondent electrical contraetor license C872 on August 8,2012.
2. Respondent’s signing supervising electrician leftthe company, and Respondent therefore
N allovued its electrlical‘ contractor license C872 to expire on July 1, 2014.

3. Smce July 1,2014, Respondent has made at least forty-one (41) renewable energy
1nstallat10ns This work includes the 1nstallatron of solar photovoltaic. modules inverters,
and assoC1ated wiring and conduit.

4. .Slnce July 1, 2014, Respondent restricted its Journeyman electricians to d1rect current (DC)
electrical work on systems rated at less than 25 kllowatts Respondent also began to include

i
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~ the name of a 11censed electncal contractor on perrmts obtained. These electrical contractors

would perform all alternatmg current (AC) electncal work. Accordmgly, Respondent s

' Joumeyman electnc1ans would complete all DC electrical work, and Respondent’s electrical
. subcontractors wou}d complete all AC electrical work. Respondent erroneously believed that
. this.arrangement was permitted under the Oregon Electrical Safety Law.
. On August 28,2015, upon disco'veringl that its practices were not permitted under the

- Oregon Electrical Safety Law without a contractor license, Respondent applied for a limited

renewable energy contractor license.

. Respondent has been cooperative throughout the Division’s investigation of its activities and

has provided timely responses to document requests and questions.

* APPLICABLE LAW

. The terms used in this document may be deﬁned in ORS 183.310(1)-(10),'ORS 455.010(1)-

(10), ORS 479 530(1)- (23) ORS 479.905(1)-(5), OAR 918-001-0005(1)-(4), OAR 918-030-

'0010(1) (11) and OAR 918- 251-0090(1) (43).

. Under ORS 479.530(10), “Electrical installations” means the construction or installation of

electrical wiring and the per'manent attachment or installation of electrical products in or on
_ ; , .

any structure that is not itself an electrical product.

. Under ORS 479.620(1), a person who does not hold an electrical contractor license may not

engage in the business of making electrical installations, advertise as or otherwise purport to

be licensed to make electrical installations or purport to be acting as a business that makes

electrical installations.

. Under OAR 918-282-0033, a limited renéwable energy contractor rnay engage in the

_ business o_f making electrical installations limited to 25 kva and 600 volts nominal or less

and must continuously employ at least one general supervising electrician, general
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journeyman electrician, or limited renewable energy technician to act as signing supervising

electrician to obtain and sign permits and to supervise the electrical installations.

. OAR 918-030-0010(8) states that for purposes of ORS 447.040, 479.620, 480.630, and any

other license regulated by ORS chapter 455, “engaging in the business” means to advertise
or solicit, contract or agree to perform, or to perform work for which a license or permiit is
requ1red under Oregon law, mcludmg but not limited to a smgle 1nstance

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

. The renewable energy installations described above constitute electrical installations under
ORS 479.530(10). |
. -The foregoing electrical installations require a limited renewable energy contractor license
' under OAR 918- 282-0033 or an electncal contractor llcense under ORS 479.620(1).
. ‘»Performlng or agreeing to perform the foregomg electncal 1nstallat10ns constitutes engaging
in the business of an electrical contractor under OAR 91 8-030-0010(8).
. By engaging in the business of an electrical contractor without holding an eleetrical

_ contractor license, Respondent violated ORS 479.620(1). '

ORDER

. _The Board hereby assesses a total civil penalty of $123,000 against Respondent for violating

ORS 479 .620(1) on forty -one (41) occasions ($3,000 per violation) as follows:

a.. $l 12 750 of the total civil penalty will be suspended for a penod of five years if

) there is compliance w1th all other terms of this Consent Order.

b Respondent agrees to pay the remainmg $10,250 of the civil penalty. Respondent’s
payment shall 'b'e postmarked‘no later than the 25™ day of ;the month following the
month in which this Consent Order becomes a final or<ler.'(Arz irtyoice will be

included with Respondent_’s vcopy of the final order after the Director signs it.)

Payment shall be mailed to Department of Consumer and Businessi Services, Fiscal
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Services Section, P.O. Box 14610-, Salem, OR 97309-0445.

c. Respondent understands the suspended civil penalty ($112,750) will be considered
satisﬁed five years'after this Consent Order becomes a final order, provided
Respondent complies with its terms and has not committed any further violations of .
the D1v1sron s statutes and rules within that ﬁve -year penod Respondent
understands and agrees that if Respondent does not comply with the terms of this

- Consent Order or if Respondent commits any further Violations of the Division’s
statutes or rules within the ﬁve-year period, then the entire civil penalty, including

| any»suspended amount, will become immediateiy due and payable_. Failure to _cornply
with this Consent Order includes, but is not limited to, failure to pay the-eivil penalty

-émount due by the due date.

A2‘. If Respondent obtains a limited renewable energy contractor license from the Division at

‘any time, Respondent agrees that it will abide byvall applicable statutes and rules governing

the work that may be performed 'by a limited renewable energy contractor, including but not

limited to ORS chanter 479 (including but not limited to ORS 479.630(15) and (16)) and

- OAR sectlon 918 (including but not limited to OAR 918 282-0033, OAR 918-282-0205,

and OAR 918- 282-0400)

. Respondent agrees to fully cooperate with the Division’s enforcement efforts in other cases

that rely on the facts underlying this case. Cooperation may include, but may not be limited

- to, making sworn statements or testifying in administrative hearings.

.. Respondent understands that further enforcement action may be taken for any violation of

the Division’s statutes or rules not alleged in this Consent Order, whether committed before

or after the execution of this Consent Order, and/or for any Vlolatlon of the terms of this

' Consent Order.

5. Respondent understands that failure to comply with this Consent Order may be used as a
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basis -f(>)r the denilal of future liccns_e', certificate, registration, or cher applications, or for the
i‘cqua] to reneW the éame; for the suspension, revocation, or conditioning of a license,
ceitiﬁcate, or regiétratio‘n issued by thé Division or other staté agt;-:nci'es;~ and/or for any other
' reason pro\)ided for in law.
6. Respondent'understandé fhat this Consent Order is a public record.

1. ‘Respond‘ént has fead and.fully understands the terms of this Consent Order, freely and
volimtariiy conscnts; to thé entry df this Consent Order without any force or duress, and
expressly waives all rights to hearihg or judicial review in‘th'is' matter. |

8. Respoﬁdent understands that, upon signature of all parties, this Consent Order will be a

Final_ Order..

gl

\ C [ — —— " ltissoagreed this 20 _day of _Jefrber— ,2015.
Y \ = N N .

han Cohen, » - A
Member, registered agent, and authorized representative

ey for Itis so agreed this 2 day of ok be ., 2015.

Chair - |
Electrical and Elevator Board -
State of Oregon o
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