
 
MINUTES OF MEETING 
 
Wage and Hour Commission 
Thursday, July 17, 2008 - 2:00 PM 
Portland State Office Building 
800 NE Oregon Street 
Portland, Oregon   97232 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order at 2:00 PM. 
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 

Members Present:  
 
John Fyre, Chair  
Jeff McDonald 
 
Staff Present: 
 
Brad Avakian, Commissioner 
Christie Hammond, Administrator, Wage and Hour Division (WHD) 
Karen Gernhart, Administrative Specialist, Child Labor Unit, WHD 
 

3. FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER: 
 

a. Status of Commissioner Appointments 
 
Christie Hammond announced that Kathy Nishimoto’s second term on the commission 
had expired June 30, 2008, and that she had been appointed to another board/commission 
by the Governor.  Ms. Hammond also announced that John Fyre, whose first term on the 
commission expired effective June 30, had advised her that he did not intend to serve a 
second term, and was resigning from the commission. 

 
b. Consent Agenda 

 
The minutes of the previous meeting of April 17, 2008 were unanimously approved as 
presented. 
 
Staff summarized the temporary actions taken by staff since the commission’s last 
meeting, which were unanimously approved. 
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4. REPORTS 

 
a. Child Labor Unit Statistics 

 
Staff reported that the Child Labor Unit issued a total of 1,698 annual Employment 
certificates (“EC’s”) in April, May, and June, 2008, and that the total number of EC’s 
issued during the 2007-2008 fiscal year (July 1, 2007 – June 30, 2008) was 5,056; 97% of 
the total number of EC’s issued during the same period last year (5,223). 
 

b. Workers’ Compensation Injury Report and Significant Cases 
 
Staff reported that Workers’ Compensation Division reports of injuries occurring to 
minors through the month of May had been received and reviewed.  Staff also reported 
on the status of the ongoing interagency investigation of the serious injury incurred by a 
15-year old minor at AAA St. Johns Auto Wrecking in Portland on March 7, 2008. 
 

c. Adoption of Administrative Rules 
 

Christie Hammond reported that as discussed at the commission’s April meeting, 
administrative rule amendments had been filed on behalf of the commission.  Ms. 
Hammond told the commission members that the rules, which became effective July 8, 
2008, conform the procedural rules of the Wage and Hour Commission to those of the 
Bureau of Labor and Industries, and implement legislation enacted in 2007 authorizing 
the commission to enforce its investigative subpoenas in state circuit court.  Copies of the 
finalized amended rules were provided to the commissioners at the meeting. 
 

5. OLD BUSINESS 
 
None. 
 

6. NEW BUSINESS 
 

None. 
 

7. OTHER 
 

None. 
 
8. ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting adjourned at 2:40 P.M. 
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