Did you know...?

28% of students at two-year institutions had family incomes below $32,000.

(Source: American Association of Community Colleges, 2014)

Fewer U.S. graduates opt for college after high school

The proportion of new American high school graduates who go on to college — a figure that rose regularly
for decades — now appears to be declining.

Last October, just 65.9 percent of people who had graduated from high school the previous spring had
enrolled in college, the Bureau of Labor Statistics said this week. That was down from 66.2 percent the
previous year and was the lowest figure in a decade. The high point came in 2009, when 70.1 percent of new
graduates had gone on to college.

Read the complete New York Times article here: http://www.nytimes.com/2014/04/26/business/fewer-us-
high-school-graduates-opt-for-college.html?ref=education& r=0

College Access Corps aims to increase Oregon’s high school completion and
college access rates

Oregon Campus Compact in partnership with Washington Campus Compact announced the College Access
Corps, a new program focused on increasing high school graduation rates and expanding access to higher
education.

The program is funded through a grant with the Corporation for National and Community Service to place 55
AmeriCorps members in Washington and Oregon. Twelve members in Oregon will help participating
partners develop, implement, and expand K -12 college access programs.

The AmeriCorps members will train and recruit college students to become college access coaches to
economically disadvantaged youth in schools, or to student groups that have a student population that is at
least 50% eligible for the federally-funded free/reduced lunch program.

The goal is to have 500 students trained as college access coaches who will provide at least 15 hours of
college access intervention to 4,500 K-12 youth. These coaches will address academic engagement,
academic preparedness, and knowledge regarding applying and paying for college education.

Oregon Campus Compact (ORCC) is a statewide membership organization of college and university
presidents who commit to providing a higher impact education through creating and expanding
opportunities for community service, service-learning, and civic engagement. ORCC is an affiliate of Campus
Compact, the premier national higher education association dedicated to campus-based civic engagement.

For more information on College Access Corps contact Josh Todd at josh@oregoncampuscompact.org or
503-406-3575.

West Coast Convenings: Innovations around serving homeless young people in
Washington, Oregon and California

The West Coast Convenings will gather innovators and thought leaders from public and private homeless
youth serving agencies in California, Oregon, and Washington State at a series of intensive collaborative
learning events in 2014 and 2015.

Who should attend:
* Public and private agencies serving homeless and runaway youth in CA, OR, WA.
* Individuals focused on building integrated community systems to serve homeless young people.
* Individuals who can commit to attending at least 3 of the 4 planned Convenings.

Registration is free to attend June 5 and 6 events in Los Angeles. Additional information is attached.
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Federal bill would let student-loan borrowers refinance at current rates
The Chronicle of Higher Education reported that U.S. Sen. Elizabeth A. Warren introduced legislation on
Tuesday that would allow student-loan borrowers to refinance their debt at current interest rates. An
identical bill was expected to be introduced in the House of Representatives on Tuesday evening.
While she would like to see an even lower interest rate, said Ms. Warren, the bill aims to extend what
Congress already approved for new borrowers to existing ones. It would also allow eligible borrowers to

refinance private loans into the federal program, giving them access to its benefits and protections.

The complete Chronicle of Higher Education article is attached.

Upcoming Higher Education Coordinating Commission (HECC) and Subcommittee
Meetings

http://education.oregon.gov/Pages/HECC-Meeting-Materials.aspx

Upcoming Oregon Education Investment Board (OEIB) and Subcommittee
Meetings

http://education.oregon.gov/Pages/Board-Meetings.aspx

The Mission of the Oregon Department of Community Colleges and Workforce Development is to contribute leadership
and resources to increase the skills, knowledge and career opportunities of Oregonians.

http://www.oregon.gov/CCWD/ 503-947-2401

Past editions of the CCWD Brief are located on the website: http://www.oregon.gov/CCWD/
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College Access Corps Aims to Increase Oregon’s High School Completion and
College Access Rates

Portland, Oregon (May, 6, 2014) — Oregon Campus Compact in partnership with Washington
Campus Compact announce the College Access Corps, a new program focused on increasing high
school graduation rates and expanding access to higher education.

The program is funded through a grant with the Corporation for National and Community Service,
which will place 55 AmeriCorps members in Washington and Oregon. 12 members in Oregon will
help participating partners develop, implement, and expand K -12 college access programs.

The AmeriCorps members will train and recruit college students to become college access coaches
to economically disadvantaged youth in schools, or to student groups that have a student population
that is at least 50% eligible for the federally-funded free/reduced lunch program.

The goal is to have 500 students trained as college access coaches who will provide at least 15

hours of college access intervention to 4,500 K-12 youth. These coaches will address academic
engagement, academic preparedness, and knowledge regarding applying and paying for college
education.

ORCC'’s Executive Director, Josh Todd said, "Oregon Campus Compact is excited to launch the
College Access Corps because it aligns so closely with our strategic direction to use service as a
critical tool on college campuses and in the community to improve Oregon's educational outcomes!"
Oregon Campus Compact (ORCC) is a statewide membership organization of college and university
presidents who commit to providing a higher impact education through creating and expanding
opportunities for community service, service-learning, and civic engagement. ORCC is an affiliate of
Campus Compact, the premier national higher education association dedicated to campus-based
civic engagement. For more information on College Access Corps contact Josh Todd at
josh@oregoncampuscompact.org or 503-406-3575.

Oregon Campus Compact
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WEST COAST CONVENINGS:
INNOVATIONS AROUND SERVING HOMELESS YOUNG PEOPLE IN WASHINGTON,
OREGON, AND CALIFORNIA

The West Coast Convenings will gather innovators and thought leaders from public and private homeless youth
serving agencies in California, Oregon, and Washington State at a series of intensive collaborative learning events in
2014 and 2015.

Objectives:

[J Share innovations/best practices around outcomes, specifically the four United States Interagency Council on Homelessness
(USICH) youth outcomes and tools being used to measure them

[J Share best practices around youth counts to explore moving toward similar instruments & methodologies

[1 Share progress developing coordinated engagement systems: barriers, concerns, & need to have a national voice about any
significant road blocks

[J Share advocacy strategies for USICH/HUD and local Continuums of Care

First Convening: Los Angeles, CA | June 5" and 6" 2014

Host: Hollywood Homeless Youth Partnership
Location: June 5™ Location: LA Gay & Lesbian Youth Center on Highland
9am —5pm 1220 N Highland Ave | Los Angeles, 90038
(At Highland Ave & Santa Monica Blvd)
June 6™ Location: Covenant House California
9am - 1pm 1325 N Western Ave | Los Angeles, 90027

(At Western Ave & Fountain Ave)

Focus: e USICH Youth Framework: Listening session with USICH & ACYF on how communities are

implementing the framework

e Identifying vulnerable youth: Corporation for Supportive Housing on prioritizing
populations for housing and services

e Coalition Building: Hollywood Homeless Youth Partnership’s work to operationalize
community outcomes

e  Youth Point in Time Counts & Surveys: Sharing tools and approaches

e Community: Site Visits to homeless youth programs in Los Angeles & exchanges with
colleagues across the West Coast

Capacity 30 individuals (no more than 2 per agency please)
Who Should e Public and private agencies serving homeless and runaway youth in CA, OR, WA.
Attend: e Individuals focused on building integrated community systems to serve homeless young people.

e Individuals who can commit to attending at least 3 of the 4 planned Convenings.

To Confirm Your Registration:

If you have expressed interest in the convening, you must confirm your attendance for June 5" and 6™

by completing the following registration form: http://tinyurl.com/wcconvening614
Confirmation is critical so that we can ensure sufficient capacity. Please register by May 12”’, and thank you!
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WEST COAST CONVENINGS:
INNOVATIONS AROUND SERVING HOMELESS YOUNG PEOPLE IN WASHINGTON,
OREGON, AND CALIFORNIA

Travel Information:

While there is no cost to participate, attendees must arrange and support their individual travel costs. The below is
provided to assist your planning.

There will be a hosted light breakfast each morning and lunch on June 5™. Participants are encouraged to join us for a
no-host happy hour after convening activities on June 5.

1. Millennium Biltmore Hotel Los Angeles
506 South Grand Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90071
http://www.millenniumhotels.com/usa/millenniumbiltmorelosangeles/

e This is a beautiful old hotel downtown — about 7 miles from the convening on the Red Line to Hollywood.
e Children’s Hospital Los Angeles has a rate of $179. Mention “Children’s Hospital Los Angeles” when booking
— capacity may limit this rate.

2. Sheraton Universal
333 Universal Hollywood Drive, Universal City, CA 91608
http://www.sheratonuniversal.com/

e The Sheraton Universal is near Universal Studios and City Walk — about 4 Miles to the convening location on
the Red Line to Hollywood.

3. Ramada West Hollywood
8585 Santa Monica Blvd, West Hollywood, CA 90069
http://www.ramadaweho.com/

e The Ramada is near shopping in West Hollywood — less than 3 miles to the day one convening location.

4. Airbnb
A load of locations.
https://www.airbnb.com

e Airbnb is a community marketplace for people to list, discover, and book unique accommodations around
the world. Great accommodations and deals in Hollywood, CA.
Updated Date:
2" West Coast
Convening:
Seattle, WA
October 16" & 17"
Topics and host TBD.

For more information or to be added to the distribution list:
Arlene Schneir, Children’s Hospital Los Angeles (ASchneir@chla.usc.edu)
Megan Gibbard, King County Committee to End Homelessness (Megan.Gibbard@kingcounty.gov)
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THE CHRONICLE OF HIGHER EDUCATION

Government
May 6, 2014

Bill Would Let Student-Loan Borrowers Refinance at Current Rates

By Beckie Supiano
Washington

U.S. Sen. Elizabeth A. Warren introduced legislation on Tuesday that would allow student-loan
borrowers to refinance their debt at current interest rates. An identical bill is expected to be
introduced in the House of Representatives on Tuesday evening.

"There’s no reason on earth to say some kids can get a better deal than others when they both
worked hard to do exactly what we said they should do," Ms. Warren, a Massachusetts
Democrat, said in an interview.

Student-loan interest rates for new borrowers were reduced last summer under legislation tying
them to financial markets.

While she would like to see an even lower interest rate, said Ms. Warren, the bill aims to extend
what Congress already approved for new borrowers to existing ones. It would also allow eligible
borrowers to refinance private loans into the federal program, giving them access to its benefits
and protections.

Ms. Warren cited two reasons for introducing the bill. First, she said, it "helps bring the federal-
government profits out of the student-loan system" by reducing what borrowers would pay back.

And second, she said, "it’s about helping more borrowers have money left at the end of the
month."

Although struggling borrowers can already use one of the federal government’s income-based
repayment plans, they need the additional relief refinancing would provide, Ms. Warren said.
Income-based repayment doesn’t work for all borrowers, she said, and can increase the total
amount borrowers end up paying.

The House bill was to be introduced by two Democrats on the education committee, Rep. John F.
Tierney of Massachusetts and Rep. George Miller of California. An analysis by the committee’s
Democrats found that, under the legislation, a student who graduated last year with $30,000 in
unsubsidized federal loans would save $4,000 over the life of the loans.

The bill would pay for refinancing student loans by increasing the taxes paid by millionaires and
billionaires under the "Buffett Rule," a policy named for the investor Warren Buffett, who has
said that the rich, including himself, should not be able to pay less in taxes, as a share of their
income, than do people in the middle class.
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