How Risk Action Levels Work
Under Cleaner Air Oregon, facilities would be required to assess potential health risks of emissions to their neighbors. Risk Action Levels (RALs) determine the specific actions required of
facilities that pose different levels of health risk. Facilities with higher health risks would be required to take more actions to reduce risk and keep their neighbors informed. Risk Action
Levels are different for new and existing facilities.
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To be eligible for Director Consultation
facilities must already have already
completed a Level 4 risk assessment and
implemented all possible risk reduction
measures.

New facilities will not be eligible for Risk
Reduction Plans or accelerated reduction
schedules. They are expected to operate with
the best emissions controls from the start.

The DEQ director would approve or deny
permits above the Director Consultation
Risk Level based on potential health risks
and input from the community.
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DEQ has set a goal of bringing ALL
existing facilities in Oregon below a
cancer risk of 100 in 1 million and a
noncancer Hazard Index of 3 by
2030.
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are separate Risk Action Levels for cancer risk and risk of other health effects because scientists calculate and describe these risks differently.
• Cancer Risk is described in terms of the number of excess cancer cases in 1 million lifetimes that may be caused by longterm exposure to a specific chemical concentration.
• Noncancer Risk is presented as a Hazard Index (the sum of the ratios of chemical concentrations people may be exposed to over the chemical concentrations that are not
expected to harm health.
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