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National POW/MIA Recognition Day is observed across the nation on the third Friday of September each 
year. It is a time to remember those who were prisoners of war (POW) and those who are missing in 
action (MIA), as well as their families. 

Observances of National POW/MIA Recognition Day are held across the country on military 
installations, ships at sea, state capitols, schools and veterans’ facilities. Since 1986, it is traditionally 
observed on the third Friday in September each year.  

This observance is also one of six days throughout the year that Congress has mandated the flying of the 
National League of Families' POW/MIA flag. The others are Armed Forces Day, Memorial Day, Flag 
Day, Independence Day and Veterans Day.  

The flag is to be flown at major military installations, national cemeteries, all post offices, VA medical 
facilities, all national memorials, federal buildings and the White House.  

The day is not a federal public holiday in the United States but it is a national observance. 

On this day in many states, veteran rallies take place.  The U.S. and POW/MIA flags are flown on this 
day and joint prayers are made for POWs and those missing in action.   

More than 83,300 American personnel listed by the Defense Department’s POW/MIA Office as missing 
and unaccounted for in action. Of those, over 73,000 were from World War II and 7,900 from the Korean 
War. 

The U.S. Congress passed a resolution authorizing National POW/MIA Recognition Day to be observed 
on July 18, 1979. It was observed on various dates thorough 1985 until1986 until the date moved to the 
third Friday of September.   

The president each year proclaims National POW/MIA Recognition Day. Many states, including Oregon, 
also proclaim POW/MIA Recognition Day together with the national effort. 


