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INTRODUCTION  
 

Pursuant to ORS 279C.527 and 279C.528, the Oregon Department of Energy must deliver an 

annual report to the Legislative Assembly on or before the first date of the session that 

summarizes the compliance of contracting agencies required to incorporate green energy 

technology (GET) or eligible alternative energy technology in public improvement projects.  

HISTORY OF THE STATUTE  
 

The 1.5% for Green Energy Technology program began with legislation in 2007 that provided 

new solar requirements in ORS 279C.527 – ORS 279C.528. Including initial adoption, the 

legislature has amended this statute several times: 

• House Bill 2620 (2007) - established the requirement for a public body to spend 1.5 
percent of the total contract price of a building on solar technology. 

• Senate Bill 1533 (2012) - amended ORS 279C.527-528 to 1.5 percent for green energy 
technology, allowing geothermal technology to also meet the requirement. 

• House Bill 3169 (2013) - further amended the law and updated the reporting 
requirements by the department to the legislature, making the reports due annually 
before the start of the session. 

• House Bill 2987 (2015) - removed the requirement that public bodies identify an 
account where deferred funds were to be held but maintained the requirement to 
spend the equivalent funds on a future appropriate building project. 

• Senate Bill 3329 (2015) - lowered the minimum water source temperature from 140°F to 
128°F for geothermal technologies in K-12 school projects. 

• Senate Bill 634 (2017) - added woody biomass energy technology as an alternative for 
meeting the GET requirement. 

• House Bill 2496 (2019) - made a number of updates to the program, including the 
following: added battery storage as an eligible green energy technology, made certain 
energy use efficiency improvements eligible alternatives to GET, increased minimum 
total contract price threshold for buildings subject to the requirement to $5 million, 
clarified the “total contract price” definition, excluded seismic costs from total contract 
price, and lowered passive solar and daylight systems energy use reduction from 20 
percent to 10 percent. 
 

GREEN ENERGY TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS  
 
Beginning with public building procurements solicited or advertised in calendar year 2020, the 
GET requirement applies to any new public building with a total contract price exceeding $5 
million. It also applies to buildings being renovated when the total contract price exceeds $5 
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million and 50 percent of the insured value of the building. Prior to January 1, 2020, this 
threshold was $1 million. To be subject to the requirements, a public body must own or control 
the building and use it for conducting public business or as space for its employees. 

Public bodies include state agencies, cities, counties, local 
service districts, special government bodies, school 
districts, education service districts, community college 
districts, and public corporations created by state statute, 
among others. Oregon’s seven public universities, as 
listed in ORS 352.002, are exempt from the requirement. 
Also, after January 1, 2020, airports are also exempt from 
the requirement as a result of House Bill 2496 (2019). 

GET is defined as energy systems that employ: 

• Solar technologies, which include photovoltaic, solar hot water, passive solar, and day 
lighting (and, after January 1, 2020, battery storage technology that is paired with solar 
or geothermal systems that generate electricity). 

• Geothermal systems that use geothermal source temperatures of 140° F or higher to 
provide heating or make electricity, with an exception for K-12 school projects, which 
are allowed to use minimum geothermal source temperatures of 128°F. Ground source 
heat pumps do not comply with the definition.  

Woody biomass energy technology is an allowable alternative to GET and is defined as a system 
that for space or water heating, or as a combined heat and power system: 

• Uses a boiler with a lower heating value combustion efficiency of at least 80 percent.  

• Uses, as fuel, material from trees and woody plants that is a by-product of forest 
management, agriculture, ecosystem restoration, or fire prevention or related 
activities.  

Woody biomass does not include wood pieces that have been treated with specified chemicals, 
municipal solid waste, construction and demolition waste, or other industrial wood waste. 

After passage of House Bill 2496 (2019) and subsequent agency administrative rulemaking, 
energy use efficiency is also an allowable alternative to GET if the site’s Total Solar Resource 
Fraction (the fraction of usable solar energy that the panels should collect, based on shading 
and the tilt and orientation of the panels) is 75 percent or less, effective January 1, 2020. To be 
eligible, energy use efficiency requires measures that reduce energy consumption by 20 
percent or greater when compared to an energy code baseline. 

To accommodate geothermal technologies, SB 1533 (2012) allowed for off-site installation of 
green energy technologies if certain requirements are met. These include cost-effectiveness, 
proximity of location, and the provision of new generating capacity. As a result, the public body 
has the option to place a technology off-site if it considers the technology inappropriate at the 
building site. The energy produced at either location must be used at the building site. The 
same off-site allowances and requirements apply to woody biomass energy technology. 

PUBLIC BODIES MUST SPEND 1.5 

PERCENT OF A BUILDING’S 

CONTRACT PRICE ON GREEN 

ENERGY TECHNOLOGY, 

INCLUDING SOLAR PV, PASSIVE 

SOLAR, OR GEOTHERMAL 

TECHNOLOGIES 
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If the public body plans to install GET, Woody Biomass, or Energy Use Efficiency at an alternate 
site, it must have its plan reviewed by a technical review panel. The technical review panel 
includes a professional engineer or architect, a representative of a public body, a representative 
of a green energy technology industry, and a representative of the woody biomass technology 
industry. The technical review panel is chaired by ODOE staff. In 2022, new members for the 
review panel were introduced to the program and their role in technical review. When 
submitting for review, the public body must provide information to the panel about the site and 
the cost of the GET/Woody Biomass/Energy Use Efficiency system at each location. 

If the public body considers GET or an alternative inappropriate both on and off site, the public 
body must also submit its reasoning to the technical review panel. The panel reviews the 
analysis and provides its written recommendation to the public body. The public body makes a 
final determination whether the GET or an alternative is appropriate for the project. A summary 
of both the public body’s decision and the review panel’s recommendation must be reported to 
ODOE’s GET database.  

If the public body determines GET or an alternative is inappropriate for the project, and any 
amount of state funds are included in the construction/renovation funding, the public body 
must spend an equivalent amount in a future project that it builds. This amount is in addition to 
any 1.5 percent of the future project cost that might be required for GET or an alternative. 
However, if no state funds are used (either directly or indirectly) for the construction/ 
renovation of the public building, there is no requirement to defer funds for a future project.  

Reasons submitted for determining GET as inappropriate for a site include insufficient 
infrastructure, prohibitively costly upgrades for existing buildings, and poor solar access 
compared to other public agency upcoming projects. Net metering thresholds (25 kW in 
consumer-owned utility territories) that limit the capacity of solar PV that can be installed and 
interconnected to a utility grid can also be a barrier and can reduce the utility cost offsets from 
onsite solar. 

The law requires that all public bodies with a building project subject to the GET requirement 
report the project information to the Oregon Department of Energy. After a public body makes 
a final determination whether GET or an alternative is appropriate — when all the project 
information is known and generally before construction of the system begins — it is required to 
report the project electronically using a form located on the ODOE website. ODOE summarizes 
all reported projects and provides this report to the legislative assembly prior to the start of the 
session.  
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OUTREACH EFFORTS BY ODOE TO PUBLIC BODIES  
 

To increase familiarity with the GET 

requirement, including the requirement 

to report GET projects to ODOE, the 

Oregon Department of Energy conducts 

outreach efforts to public bodies by 

providing information about the 

requirements stipulated in ORS 279C.527 

through ORS 279C.528. ODOE conducts annual outreach via email to remind public bodies of 

the requirements. This outreach email is sent to the Association of Counties, League of Oregon 

Cities, community colleges, state agencies, counties, cities, and K-12 school districts, among 

others, and was most recently distributed in January 2024. ODOE has also developed an 

informational brochure for online posting and distribution at public body conferences and 

gatherings. 

Beginning with the 2019 Oregon energy code (known as the 2019 Oregon Zero Energy Ready 

Commercial Code), ODOE has worked with the Building Codes Division to include a reference to 

1.5% GET requirements directly in the code document. The purpose of this is to help make 

architects, engineers, and others in the design community more aware of GET requirements, so 

that GET can be incorporated early in public project design. This 1.5% GET reference continues 

in the adopted 2021 Oregon Energy Efficiency Specialty Code. ODOE appreciates the 

collaboration and efforts of the Building Codes Division to include this reference in the energy 

code, as it has been beneficial in supporting awareness of and compliance with the 

requirements. An excerpt from the current 2021 Oregon commercial energy code is included 

below. As of the drafting of this GET report, the proposed next version of the Oregon energy 

code (the 2024 Oregon Energy Efficiency Specialty Code) that will become effective in 2024 

includes a similar reference. 

 
https://www.oregon.gov/bcd/codes-stand/Documents/2021oeesc.pdf 

 

ODOE collaborates with the Oregon Bureau of Labor and Industries to leverage BOLI’s data 

collection and reporting requirements. Separate from any 1.5% GET requirements, there are 

other prevailing wage requirements for public agencies and public works projects that are 

required to be reported to BOLI. These requirements apply to a much broader list of public 

ODOE CONTINUES TO INCREASE AWARENESS 

AND TRACK PROJECTS THAT MAY BE SUBJECT 

TO 1.5% GET REQUIREMENTS THROUGH 

PUBLIC BODY OUTREACH EFFORTS AND 

COORDINATION WITH OTHER STATE 

AGENCIES. 

https://www.oregon.gov/energy/Get-Involved/Documents/2020-12-23-1.5-for-GET-Brochure.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/bcd/codes-stand/Documents/2021oeesc.pdf
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projects than do the 1.5% GET requirements, but in general encompass all or most of the 

projects that would also be subject to GET. Since 2019, BOLI has annually provided a 

compilation of construction projects by public agencies and works with ODOE to filter the 

dataset and identify projects for which the 1.5% GET requirements could potentially be 

applicable. ODOE then conducts targeted outreach to these public agencies regarding 1.5% GET 

applicability. Public projects that are subject to the requirements can occur across a wide array 

of public agencies (counties, cities, school districts, etc.), and ODOE is otherwise only aware of 

projects that report to the agency or contact the agency with questions. By working with BOLI 

and utilizing its database to identify other 1.5% GET subject projects, ODOE has made progress 

toward proactively identifying and communicating with more of the 1.5% GET subject projects 

and public agencies. ODOE continues to collaborate with BOLI to increase public agency 

awareness and improve agency outreach efforts. 

Since the GET requirement came into effect, a total of 207 projects have been reported — 

including 37 projects for calendar year 2023.1  

 

  

 
1 Historic project counts may differ from previous program reports due to data review, organization, and clean up. 
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PROJECTS REPORTED TO ODOE 

Thirty-seven GET projects were reported to ODOE in 2023. Of those, 34 were for projects 

deemed appropriate by the public agency for GET (or an eligible alternative), and three were 

deemed inappropriate and deferred to a future project.  

An interactive map of reported projects is available on the Oregon Department of Energy 
website at the following link: 
 

GET Maps 2023  
 
This online summary includes projects as reported by public bodies. Key fields from the 
information that public bodies are required to report include: 
 
GET Category The category of Green Energy Technology (GET) installed for a particular 

project. The options include active solar (photovoltaics), passive solar, solar 
thermal (water heating), geothermal, and battery storage. 

GET 
Description 

A brief description of the GET system as entered by the contracting agency. 

Total Contract 
Price 

This term has the definition given in Oregon Revised Statute 279C.527. 
Total Contract Price generally means all of the costs a contracting agency 
anticipates incurring in all contracts and subcontracts involved in 
constructing, reconstructing or performing a major renovation of a public 
building, with certain exemptions as detailed in the statutory definition. 

Minimum GET 
Budget 

This is the minimum spending obligation that the contracting agency must 
dedicate towards Green Energy Technology. This is a simple calculation of 
the Total Contract Price multiplied by 1.5 percent. 

Total GET 
Expenditures 

This value represents the total amount actually spent on Green Energy 
Technology, as reported by the contracting agency. 

Est. Annual 
Production 

Estimated annual energy production (or savings) of a Green Energy 
Technology system. This is reported in units of kilowatt-hours for electricity 
production or savings, and in units of Million Btu for thermal production or 
savings. For all projects reported in 2022 calendar year, the units are 
kilowatt-hours. 

Est. Annual 
Value 

This is the estimated monetary value of the energy produced or saved from 
the Green Energy Technology. 

Solar Array 
Capacity 

This is the size, in kW, of the installed solar array (if applicable) 

https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/jim1659/viz/GETMaps2023/GETMap?publish=yes
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Reported Projects in 2023 For Which GET (or an Eligible Alternative) Was Determined Appropriate 

34 projects for which GET (or an eligible alternative) was deemed by the public body to be appropriate were reported to ODOE in 2023.  
 

Public Body or Contracting Agency Project Name City 

Estimated 
Annual Energy 

Generation (kWh 
electric) 

GET Type 
Array 
Size 
(kW) 

Blue Mountain Community College Farm II Pendleton Public body determined GET to be inappropriate 

City of Beaverton Beaverton Year Round Shelter Beaverton 22,340 Active Solar (photovoltaics) 20 

Clackamas Community College DeJardin Science Addition Oregon City Public body consolidated GET requirements into another site 

Clackamas Community College Harmony West Milwaukie 54,662 Active Solar (photovoltaics) 50 

Clackamas Community College 
Holden Industrial Technology 
Center 

Oregon City 235,986 Active Solar (photovoltaics) 208 

Clackamas Community College Wacheno Welcome Center Oregon City Public body consolidated GET requirements into another site 

Corvallis School District 509J Corvallis High School Corvallis 196,500 Active Solar (photovoltaics) 150 

Corvallis School District 509J Cheldelin Middle School Corvallis 22,270 Active Solar (photovoltaics) 17 

Corvallis School District 509J Linus Pauling Middle School Corvallis 111,874 Active Solar (photovoltaics) 85 

Corvallis School District 509J College Hill High School Corvallis 11,790 Active Solar (photovoltaics) 9 

Corvallis School District 509J Letitia Carson Elementary School Corvallis 17,292 Active Solar (photovoltaics) 13 

Corvallis School District 509J 
Mountain View Elementary 
School Corvallis -- Active Solar (photovoltaics) 2 

Corvallis School District 509J Lincoln Elementary School Corvallis 214,840 Active Solar (photovoltaics) 164 

Corvallis School District 509J 
Kathryn Jones Harrison 
Elementary School Corvallis 17,292 Active Solar (photovoltaics) 13 

Corvallis School District 509J 
Bessie Coleman Elementary 
School Corvallis 31,440 Active Solar (photovoltaics) 24 

Corvallis School District 509J Garfield Elementary School Corvallis 7,860 Active Solar (photovoltaics) 6 

Corvallis School District 509J Franklin K-8 Corvallis 29,645 Active Solar (photovoltaics) 23 

Corvallis School District 509J Adams Elementary School Corvallis 180,000 Active Solar (photovoltaics) 150 

Crook County Crook County Justice Center Prineville Public body determined GET to be inappropriate 
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Hillsboro School District 1J Tamarack Elementary School Hillsboro 127,606 Active Solar (photovoltaics) 106 

Hillsboro School District 1J Liberty High School Hillsboro 76,592 Active Solar (photovoltaics) 64 

Hillsboro School District 1J 
Mooberry Elementary School 
Gymnasium Hillsboro Public body consolidated GET requirements into another site 

Hillsboro School District 1J 
Eastwood Elementary School 
Gymnasium Hillsboro Public body consolidated GET requirements into another site 

Hillsboro School District 1J 
Transportation and Support 
Services Facility Hillsboro Public body consolidated GET requirements into another site 

Hillsboro School District 1J Atfalati Ridge Elementary School North Plains Public body consolidated GET requirements into another site 

Hillsboro School District 1J Brookwood Elementary School Hillsboro Public body consolidated GET requirements into another site 
Oregon Department of 
Transportation Meacham Maintenance Station Meacham Public body determined GET to be inappropriate 

Portland Metro 
Blue Lake Operations & 
Maintenance Facility Portland 33,420 Active Solar (photovoltaics) 31 

Portland Public Schools Lincoln High School Replacement Portland 339,571 Active Solar (photovoltaics) 300 

Salem Keizer School District Kennedy Elementary School Keizer 21,011 Active Solar (photovoltaics) 24 

Salem Keizer School District Scott Elementary School Salem 66,673 Active Solar (photovoltaics) 56 

Salem Keizer School District Hayesville Elementary School Salem 45,000 Active Solar (photovoltaics) 38 

Salem Keizer School District Swegle Elementary School Salem 109,828 Active Solar (photovoltaics) 92.25 

Salem Keizer School District Pringle Elementary School Salem 105,700 Active Solar (photovoltaics) 93 

Salem Keizer School District Mary Eyre Elementary School Salem 50,930 Active Solar (photovoltaics) 45 

Salem Keizer School District McKay High School Salem 258,100 Active Solar (photovoltaics) 205 

Salem Keizer School District Schirle Elementary School Salem 68,325 Active Solar (photovoltaics) 62 

Totals   2,456,547  2,050 
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Reported Projects for Which GET Was Determined to be Inappropriate 
 

Three projects for which GET was determined to be inappropriate by the contracting agency 
were reported into the 1.5% GET database in 2023. Refer to Appendix A for additional 
information and Technical Review Panel communications. 
 

Public Body or Contracting 
Agency 

Project Name: City GET Type 

Oregon Department of 
Transportation 

Meacham 
Maintenance Station Meacham 

GET determined by public 
agency to be inappropriate 

Blue Mountain Community 
College FARM II Pendleton 

GET determined by public 
agency to be inappropriate 

Crook County 
Crook County Justice 
Center Prineville 

GET determined by public 
agency to be inappropriate 
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COMPLIANCE WITH THE STATUTE 
 
The Oregon Department of Energy’s role includes writing program rules, conducting outreach 
to public bodies, and summarizing the public bodies’ reporting efforts in the annual report to 
the legislature. The determination as to whether GET is appropriate or inappropriate remains 
with the public body. Public bodies that determine GET or an alternative to be inappropriate 
are directed to submit their reasoning for a Technical Panel Review. ODOE continues to inform 
public bodies that they must request a review when making a determination that GET is 
inappropriate and that regardless of which determination they make, all subject projects must 
be reported to the 1.5 percent GET/alternative reporting form.  

 

  

https://odoe.powerappsportals.us/en-US/get/
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APPENDIX A: TECHNICAL REVIEW PANEL DOCUMENTATION 
 
Three projects that were reported to ODOE in 2023 were submitted for technical review for a 
recommendation.  
 
Summaries of review panel correspondence and determinations are included in this appendix.  
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CROOK COUNTY JUSTICE CENTER 
TECHNICAL REVIEW PANEL COMMUNICATIONS 
 

Crook County 

Crook County Justice Center 

 

Public Body Submittal: 
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Technical Review Response: 
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BLUE MOUNTAIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE FARM II PROJECT 
TECHNICAL REVIEW PANEL COMMUNICATIONS 
 

Blue Mountain Community College 

Farm II Project 

 

Public Body Submittal: 

 
 

Summary of Staff Response: 

Staff requested additional information to support the technical review and the decision to defer 

the 1.5 percent GET requirement. This included a request for more detail on annual energy use 

and potential onsite solar generation and a recommendation for the team to explore the 

opportunity to make this a “net zero energy” facility. ODOE staff also provided clarification that 

ODOE does not have ability to grant exclusions from the GET program. 
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ODOT MEACHAM MAINTENANCE STATION 
TECHNICAL REVIEW PANEL COMMUNICATIONS 
 

Oregon Department of Transportation 

Meacham Maintenance Station 

 

Note: This project was submitted for technical review in 2022 but was reported to ODOE in the 

1.5% Green Energy Technology database in 2023. 

Public Body Submittal: 
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Technical Review Response: 
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APPENDIX B: 1.5% GREEN ENERGY TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM PATH 

FLOWCHART 
 

https://www.oregon.gov/energy/energy-oregon/Documents/GET-Flowchart-2020.pdf 

(see below)

https://www.oregon.gov/energy/energy-oregon/Documents/GET-Flowchart-2020.pdf
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

 

Oregon Department of Energy 

550 NE Capitol Street NE 

Salem, OR 97301 

503-378-4040 | 800-221-8035 

askenergy@oregon.gov 

www.oregon.gov/energy 
 

mailto:askenergy@oregon.gov
http://www.oregon.gov/energy

