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To: Oregon Energy Facility Siting Council 
 
From: Duane Kilsdonk, Compliance Officer 
 
Date: May 28, 2021 
 

Subject: Leaning Juniper IIA Wind Power Facility – Annual Monitoring for Wildlife 
Monitoring and Mitigation Plan (Condition 87) 

 

 
Wildlife Monitoring and Mitigation Plan Overview 
 
Leaning Juniper IIA Wind Power Facility is a wind energy generation facility consisting of 43 wind 
turbines, with a peak generating capacity of 90.3 megawatts (MW). The facility is located in 
Gilliam County. The Council issued a site certificate for the facility in 2007. 
 
Condition 87 of the site certificate states that, “The certificate shall conduct wildlife monitoring 
as described in the Wildlife Monitoring and Mitigation Plan (WMMP) that is incorporated in the 
Final Order on Amendment #2 for LJF as Attachment D and as amended from time to time.” 
 
The WMMP requires that the certificate holder implement short- and long-term wildlife 
monitoring during facility operation. Short-term wildlife monitoring requirements include a 2-
year post construction Bird and Bat Fatality Monitoring Program and a Grassland Bird Study; 
these wildlife monitoring activities were completed in 2012-13. On-going long-term wildlife 
monitoring requirements include:  
 

• Washington Ground Squirrel Surveys (Every 3-years for operational life of facility; 2014, 
2017, 2020, etc.) 

• Long-Term Raptor Nesting Surveys (Every 5-years for operational life of facility; 2015, 
2020, 2025, etc.) 

• Wildlife Monitoring and Reporting System (Ongoing) 
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Washington Ground Squirrel Surveys 
 
The WMMP requires that the certificate holder conducts long-term monitoring for areas of 
previous use by Washington Ground Squirrel (WGS). The most recent long-term survey was 
completed in 2017, as reported in 2018. In the 2017 Annual Report, the certificate holder 
reported that there was no WGS activity detected at any of the nine survey areas. In general, the 
survey areas have seen an increase in vegetative density resulting in less suitable habitat for 
WGS occupancy. No wildlife monitoring was completed in 2020. Washington ground squirrel 
surveys planned for 2020 did not occur due to survey disruptions related to COVID-19 travel 
restrictions in the spring of 2020. Instead, the Certificate Holder will complete these surveys in 
the spring of 2021. 
 
Long-Term Raptor Nesting Surveys 
 
The WMMP requires that the certificate holder conduct long term raptor nesting surveys every 5 
years for the operational life of the facility, starting in 2015, scheduled for 2020, 2025, etc). The 
certificate holder reported that no long-term raptor nesting surveys were performed in 2020, 
due to Covid 19 survey disruptions. 
 
Wildlife Monitoring and Reporting System 
 
Monitoring activities during 2020 for this facility include the ongoing Wildlife Monitoring and 
Reporting System, a program for responding to and handling avian and bat casualties found by 
personnel at the site during routine maintenance operations. No observations were reported 
for 2020.  The certificate holder is obligated to notify USFWS and ODFW in the event that any 
federal or state endangered or threatened species are killed or injured onsite. 
 
Public Comments on Wildlife Monitoring Results 
 
Section 5 of the WMMP, Data Reporting, establishes an opportunity for the public to review and 
comment on monitoring results. Specifically, the WMMP states, “The public will have an 
opportunity to receive information about monitoring results and to offer comment. Within 30 
days after receiving the annual report of monitoring results, the Department will make the 
report available to the public on its website and will specify a time in which the public may 
submit comments to the Department.” 
 
The Department received the annual monitoring results for the facility on April 30, 2021. In 
accordance with the terms of the WMMP, the Department provides a copy of the 2020 
monitoring results for the Leaning Juniper IIA Wind Power Facility to the Council for review 
(attached) and posted a copy to the Department’s project website at: 
http://www.oregon.gov/energy/facilities-safety/facilities/Pages/LJA.aspx and has established 
60-day timeframe to accept public comments.  
 
Public comments are due July 28, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. and may be submitted to Duane Kilsdonk at 
duane.kilsdonk@oregon.gov  

http://www.oregon.gov/energy/facilities-safety/facilities/Pages/LJA.aspx
mailto:duane.kilsdonk@oregon.gov
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Attachments: Wildlife Monitoring and Mitigation Plan (November 6, 2015) 
  2020 Wildlife Monitoring Report 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

   

 
 

  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 















Leaning Juniper Wind Power II, LLC 
1125 NW Couch, Suite 700 

Portland, OR  97209 
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April 29, 2021 
 
Duane Kilsdonk 
Senior Compliance Officer 
Oregon Department of Energy 
550 Capitol St. NE 
Salem, OR 97301 

 

 
Re: 2020 Annual Report for Leaning Juniper II A 
 
Dear Mr. Kilsdonk, 

Leaning Juniper Wind Power, II LLC (“LJII”), a wholly owned subsidiary of Avangrid 
Renewables, LLC (Formerly Iberdrola Renewables, LLC “AR”) provides this annual 
report in compliance with Site Certificate Condition No. 21.  Enclosed with this submittal 
is supporting material, including the compliance matrix which satisfies condition 20. 
 
Facility Status – Condition 21 (b)(i) 
 
No unusual events in 2020. 
 
Reliability and Efficiency of Power Production – Condition 21 (b)(ii) 
 
Provided separately under confidential cover. 
  
Fuel Use – Condition 21 (b)(iii) 
 
Not applicable.  Leaning Juniper II A is not a thermal power plant. 
 
Status of Surety Information – Condition 21 (b)(iv) 
 
Bond Number K08640609, issued by Westchester Fire Insurance Company remained in 
full force and effect for all of 2020.  Effective as of February 15, 2020, the bond was 
increased from $11,920,000 to $12,152,000 (see attached LJW 2020 Continuation 
Certificate and Increase Rider). 
 
Monitoring Report – Condition 21 (b)(v) 
 

Wildlife 
 
As outlined in the Wildlife Monitoring and Mitigation Plan (“WMMP”), LJII completed 
avian and bat fatality monitoring from 2011 to 2013.  Washington ground squirrel 
monitoring occurs every 3 years after project operation and surveys were completed in 
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2014 and 2017. No wildlife monitoring was completed or required in 2020. Washington 
ground squirrel surveys planned for 2020 did not occur due to survey disruptions related 
to COVID-19 travel restrictions in the spring of 2020. Instead, the Certificate Holder will 
complete these surveys in the spring of 2021. Raptor nest monitoring was completed in 
2011 and 2015.  Results from these surveys are available in past annual reports.  
 
Wildlife Monitoring and Reporting System 
No wildlife observations were recorded in 2020. 

 
Revegetation 

 
Conditions for revegetation monitoring were satisfied in 2015. No revegetation was 
required, nor was any conducted in 2020.  

 

Habitat Mitigation 

LJII holds the legal rights for a 92-acre Habitat Mitigation Area (“HMA”). This HMA 
covers the facilities impacts for both LJII A and LJII B and the habitat impacts from the 
final as-built facilities.  
 
In 2015, ODFW and ODOE concurred that the trajectory of vegetation in the HMA was 
improving following the institution of grazing restrictions.  Therefore, the monitoring 
methods were amended at that time to consist of 1) continuing monitoring of wildfire 
activity, 2) assessing general vegetation conditions within the HMA using photo-
monitoring points and a meandering pedestrian survey of the HMA, 3) documenting 
noxious weed populations and 4) providing recommendations for weed control.  This 
changed was documented in the 2015 HMA monitoring report. LJII will use these 
modified methods until 2021, when the grazing restrictions with the landowner expire.  
 
2020 

HMA photo-monitoring was conducted in July 2020.  Monitoring results indicated that 
the HMA continues to exhibit growth of native shrub recruits, growth and seed 
production of desired bunchgrasses, and improved habitat structure. See enclosed HMA 
monitoring report. 
 
Compliance Report – Condition 21 (b)(vi) 
 
Leaning Juniper II A had no instances of noncompliance in 2020. 
 
Facility Modification Report – Condition 21 (b)(vii) 
 
There were no modifications to the facility in 2020. Leaning Juniper II is still evaluating 
the removal of turbine Z2 as reported in the 2019 filing. 
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Nongenerating Facility Carbon Dioxide Emissions – Condition 21 (b)(viii) 
Not applicable.   
 
Please feel free to contact me at (503) 875-8479 with any questions or requests for 
additional information. 
 
 
 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
Geoff McCall 
Asset Manager 
 
 
 
Enclosed:   

 Leaning Juniper II A_Compliance Matrix_2020(Op yr 2020) 

 LJW 2020 Continuation Certificate and Increase Rider 

 Mason, Bruce, & Girard Inc. July 29, 2020, Leaning Juniper IIA and IIB: 2020 
(Year 10) Habitat Mitigation Area Photo-Monitoring and Reporting. 

Provided Separately: 

 Leaning Juniper IIA Reliability and Efficiency of Power Production 
(Confidential) 
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