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Recent developments 
 
1. Updated precipitation frequency mapping 
 
The current “official” extreme precipitation maps for Oregon are in NOAA Atlas 2, 
published in 1973. We have been trying to get funding for updating these “very 
outdated” products. Last year Oregon Climate Service helped create new maps (and 
digital coverages) for the state of Washington. These included 2- and 24-hour totals for 
2-, 5-, 10-, 25-, 50-, and 100-year return periods. A small version of one of the 
Washington maps is shown below. 
 

 
 
For comparison, here is an image from NOAA Atlas 2: 
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The update project is sponsored by the Oregon Department of Transportation 
and the Oregon Water Resources Department. Completion date will be early 
summer, 2007. 
 
2. Revised monthly and annual “normals” for the United States 
 
OCS and its sister agency, the PRISM Group, have released new high-
resolution GIS coverages of average (1971-2000 “normals”) monthly and 
annual precipitation for the contiguous. The previous data set was at 2.5 arc-
minutes (about 4 km.) resolution; the new data set was modeled at 30 arc-
seconds (about 800 m.). 
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Digital files (ARC ASCII grid) can be downloaded free of charge from the 
PRISM Group Web site: 
 
http://www.ocs.orst.edu/prism/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     George H. Taylor 
     State Climatologist 
 


