Governor’s Oregon Geographic Information Council

Resolution on Data Sharing Between Government Agencies

Issue
Data sharing between government agencies at all levels needs to be significantly improved.
Background
Decisions by government that save lives, protect property, preserve wildlife, and ensure sustainable development have a crucial element in common:  Success depends on reliable, accurate, timely information. Today, many decisions are based only on the best available data, which can be very poor and therefore have great uncertainty. Often, data is not available when needed or is inadequate for the particular decision. There are a variety of impediments that prevent data sharing between government agencies. Those impediments can be summarized as: privacy/confidentiality, liability/risk, and cost. 
Good government requires good decision making, and good decision making requires good data.  In many cases, the best data is collected for a particular purpose by one agency.  If that data is shared with other government agencies, the usefulness of the data increases. The result is better decision making at a lower cost. Unfortunately, the impediments to data sharing often prove insurmountable. While some data sharing happens, much of the data collected and managed by government agencies is not shared, so agencies duplicate the data collection and management. 
The Oregon Geographic Information Council’s (OGIC) vision is to enable increased sharing of geographic data to improve government decision making at all levels.  Geographic data – any dataset with a locational element, such as an address or a tax lot ID – is an essential component of the business of government.  The vast majority of all information used in the management of government at all levels can be referenced to a location. 
A study conducted for OGIC in 2007 indicated that state and local government agencies in Oregon spend more than $4 billion annually on geographic data. According to the study, managing that data properly for the collective good, including sharing it between agencies rather than duplicating its development, will save hundreds of millions of taxpayer dollars every year. The productivity improvement and cost savings from data sharing will allow government agencies at all levels to meet higher demand for services without increased resources.
Resolution
Be it resolved that the Governor’s Oregon Geographic Information Council strongly encourages all government agencies to share geographic data with all other government agencies at all levels.  This data sharing will enable better government decision making at much lower cost to the taxpayers.  Be it further resolved that OGIC strongly encourages the Governor and the Legislature to become directly involved in assisting Oregon governments at all levels to quickly resolve the impediments that have prevented government data sharing.
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