STATE OF OREGON
BOARD OF LICENSED PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS AND THERAPISTS

In the Matter of the Application for ) FINAL ORDER

Licensure by } REFUSAL TO ISSUE LICENSE
Pamela Antognint
Multnomah County Mental Health

1625 N. Lombard #A
- Portland, OR 97217

After notice and hearing before a majority of the Board on February 23, 1996 on the proposed
refusal to issue a license as a professional counselor to Pamela Antognini (Applicant), the Board makes
the following disposition:

FINDINGS OF FACT

H Applicant received a master of science degree with a major in “counseling” from California
State University, Fullerton on May 30, 1982. Her degree was a 30 semester hour program, for which she
completed 30 semester hours for graduation.

(2)  The degree program did not require its graduates to complete a practicum or clinical
experience. Students had limited clinical experiences or practice sessions within theoretical and treatment
or techniques classes. It is standard for counseling classes to have “labs”, but these are not traditionally
considered the same as a specifically titled clinical experience where the student is placed in a setting
where he/she is required to work with clients. The school offered such classes titled “field work™ or “field
experiences”, course numbers: Couns 581, 582, 583, and 585.

3) Ms. Antognini graduated without taking a field experience course. A field experience
course was not part of the program she completed. To take a field experience course, Ms. Antognini
would have to have filed a petition. She did not petition to take the course.

(4)  Ms. Antognini did not complete a course in the area of lifestyles and career development.
The topic of research papers selected by the student for a personnel and pupil assessments course may
have included the same elements taught in a lifestyles and career course but there was no indication that
most of the standard elements of such a course were covered.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

To meet a majority of standards for degree coursework, OAR 833-25-005(2)(a) requires *(A)
Counseling theory ...., (B) ... six of the following eight areas ..., and (C) Clinical/applied experience, six
quarter hours.” The counseling theories course and the experience course, or practicum, are not optional
and must be part of the program for the degree to meet a majority of standards. For applicants who have
degrees that meet only a majority of standards, the applicant must have completed all the coursework
requirements for comparability. OAR 833-20-0040 states to qualify for licensure an applicant must have
“A graduate degree ... [that] meet{s] a majority of ... standards, and sufficient additional graduate
training... that together meet the [full] graduate degree standards”.
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Pamela Antognini does not hold a graduate degree in counseling from a program approved by
CACREP, or a graduate degree, under standards explicitly adopted in OAR 833-25-001 through OAR
833-25-005, that is determined to be comparable or meets a majority of the as required for licensure by
ORS 675.715(2). There was no mandatory clinical experience, nor did Ms. Antogini voluntarily take a
clinical/applied experience course within her degree program, nor has she completed all the coursework
required for persons who hold degrees that meet only a majority of standards, lacking at least a three
quarter hours course in lifestyles and career development.

OPINION

Pamela Antognini completed a degree program track that did not meet the California licensing
standard. The school catalogs clearly stated that licensure required a field experience and listed those
particular courses, which indicates that school did not consider the track she completed to prepare a
graduate for licensure. Ms. Antognini has taken post-degree graduate training, but the Board has
determined that the law directs it to review only the degree program either for full standards or for a
majority of those standards.

ORDER

IT IS ORDERED that Pamela Antognini’s application for licensure as a professional counselor be
refused and the file closed. :

Dated this '2 day of March 1996

Oregon Board of Licensed Professional Counselors
and Therapists

. Deihl, Member an
Hearing

siding Officer at

Served by Certified Mail No. P 298 595 503 Mailed: 3-13-96

NOTICE: You are entitled to judicial review of this order. Judicial review may be obtained by filing a
petition for review with 60 days from the service of this order. Judicial review is pursuant to the
provisions of ORS 183.482 to the Oregon Court of Appeals.




