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BEFORE THE

BOARD OF LICENSED PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS AND THERAPISTS

ORIGINAL

STIPULATED FINAL ORDER
OF ONE-YEAR PROBATION

STATE OF OREGON

In the Matter of the
Professional Counselor License of:

SAUNDRA K. BERNARDS, L.P.C.

Family Counseling Center

P.O. Box 592, 210 Dry Hollow Rd #8
The Dalles, Oregon 97058

The Board of Licensed Professional Counselors and Therapists
(Board} is the state agency responsible for licensing, regulating
and disciplining professional counselors and therapists in the
State of Oregon. Saundra K. Bernards, L.P.C. (Ms. Bernards) is a
licensed professional counselor in the State of Oregon.

1.

Pursuant to ORS 675.785 and ORS 675.745, the proposed
suspension of licensure came before the Board as a result of an
investigation of counseling services provided by Ms. Bernards and
her recommendation as to custodial placement of a minor child.

2.

Pursuant to ORS 183.415(5) and OAR 833-50-030, in order to
informally dispose of and settle this matter, Ms. Bernards and the
Board, by and through its Administrator, make the following
statements: |
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2.1 Ms. Bernards admits and stipulateg that she has been
advised of her right to a hearing in the matter of the Board's
proposed suspension of her licensure pursuant to ORS 183.415(2) (a)
and to be represented at a hearing pursuant to ORS 183.415(3).

2.2 Ms. Bernards waives her right to such a hearing and
waives the right to be represented at a hearing by an attorney.

2.3 Ms. Bernards waives any and all civil claim or action
against the Board, its officers or employees, relating to this
matter.

2.4 The Board and Ms. Bernards stipulate that the Board has
jurisdiction, and the right to suspend or revoke a license if the
Board were to prove that a licensee violated statute or one or
more of the rules of the Board, specifically ORS 675.745(1) (d} and
(f£), and OAR 833-60-001,

3.

For purposes of resolving this investigation, Ms. Bernards
admits that:

3.1 She may not have acted in accordance with the highest
standards of professional competence by using a clandestine
observation of father and child and her objectivity may have been
affectéd by her relianée on advice and information provided by a
party to the dispute (dissolution of marriage) without obtaining
independent, neutral legal advice.
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3.2 In preparing the declaration to the court which she
believed would not be used to determine permanent award of
custody, she failed to recognize that the declaration could be
used as a custody evaluation.

3.3 BShe relied heavily on the mother and the mother's
attorneys in her dealings with the father of the child. That she
did not take responsibility for correcting misleading information
regarding hef return to counseling of the child when she was
unaware the court had recommended a new and impartial counselor be
hired, that the father did not want her to continue to see the
child, and the father had been told she was no longer seeing the
child.

3.4 She denies any violations of law.

4,

The Board and Ms. Bernards agree that this disciplinary
matter may be concluded by the entry of this Stipulation Final
Ordexr on the following terms:

4.1 Ms. Bernards, as a condition of continued active
licensure, shall accept a one-year probationary status commencing
with the approval of the supervisor, during which time she will
undergo supervision and restrict her practice as set forth below.
Ms. Bernards further agrees that any repeat offense involving
failure to act in accordance with the highest standards of
professional competency, violation of the Code of Ethics, or
failure to fulfill the terms of this Stipulation will constitute

grounds for revocation of Ms. Bernards' license.
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4.2 Ms. Bernards shall undergo supervision for no less than

2 12 months by a licensed professional counselor or licensed

3| marriage and family therapist, or another licensed mental health

4| professional, approved by the Board.
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A.

The supervisor will be chosen by the Board from a list
of three submitted by Ms. Bernards. The professionals
gsubmitted by Ms. Bernards shall have no dual relation-
ship with Ms. Bernards and be willing to provide
supervision.

Submission of the list, which will include background
information about the credentials, training, supervision
expertigse, and supervisor's willingness to provide
supervision and report to the Board, shall be made
within 20 days from entry of this order.

Following written Board approval of the supervisor,
Ms. Bernards shall enter into a written agreement with
the supervisor. The agreement shall include but not be
limited to the following provisions: (1) supervision
shall specifically address, but is not limited to,
client~related ethics issues; (2) supervision shall be
occur no less than two hours per month during the 12
months following approval of the supervisor and
notification of commencement of supervision; (3) the
supervisor's responsibilities regarding the schedule,
content, and form for reporting to the Board; and (4)
the date of the first supervision meeting.

Ms. Bernards shall file a photocopy of the signed
agreement with the Board no later than 15 days following
notification of Board selection/approval of the
supervisor.

Any dispute between Ms. Bernards and the Board-approved
supervisor will be resolved by the Board at is regularly
scheduled meeting in an informal binding hearing, with
testimony limited to the supervisor and Ms. Bernards or
through a delegated representative of the Board who will
hear from both parties. BAny problems or unanticipated
situations that impede completion of the supervision
will be brought to the Board's attention through
immediate written communication with the Board.

All costs of supervision will be borne entirely by
Ms. Bernards. :
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G. The supervisor shall provide gquarterly formal reports to
the Board at six-month intervals during the 12-month
period. Each report shall be in writing and detail

Mg. Bernards' progress, whether she has been participating

in good faith, and whether Ms. Bernards is aware of the

ethical concerns the Board has indicated. The final report

shall provide an objective evaluation of Ms. Bernards'
ability to continue practice without supervision.

H. Ms. Bernards consents to the supervisor contacting the
Board if the supervisor believes there is a risk to the
public by the continued practice of Ms. Bernards as a
professional counselor. :

4.3 Ms. Bernards shall not supervise licensed professional
counselors, licensed marriage and family therapists, or any person
seeking licensure with the Board during the mandated supervision.

4.4 Ms. Bernards shall not provide child custody evaluation
services during the period of probation.

4.5 Ms. Bernards agrees the probation will not be concluded
until all terms have been fulfilled and documented to the
satisfaction of.the Board.

4.6 The Board agrees not to send a press release announcing
disciplinary action to Ms. Bernards' local papers; but notes the
information 1s a public record that may be provided to the
inquiring public, and will be included in all reports of Board
disciplinary actions under standard operating procedures.

5.

If the Board finds, after a contested case hearing, that

Ms. Bernards has materially violated any of the terms of this

Stipulation Final Order, the violation(s) shall constitute grounds

for revocation of license.
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IT IS SO STIPULATED this day of é&%é._. , 1997.

aulln

of attorneys for
SAUNDRA K. BERNARDS, L.P.C.
IT IS SO STIPULATED AND ORDERED this  Zh./ day of

‘Deqm@_/ , 1997.

BOARD OF LICENSED PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS
AND THERAPISTS, State of Oregon

By:

CARQOL F. FLEMING, ADMINISTEATOR
3218 Pringle Road SE, #160
Salem, QOregon 97302-6312
Telephone: (503) 378-5499

JKS:g:\ros\counselor\bernards.sfo
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