
Oregon Board of Licensed Professional Counselors and Therapists 
Minutes of February 11, 2011 Board Meeting 

Meeting called to order at 8:30 a.m. and adjourned at 3:05 p.m. 
 
Members Present: Ryan Melton, LPC, Chair  Linda Gray, LPC, Vice Chair  

Elizabeth Hartshorn, LPC  Nila Epstein, LMFT   
Julia Smith, LPC   Suzan Turley, Public Member 

 
Others Present:   Becky Eklund, Executive Dir.  Kelly Gabliks, AAG  

Brian Johnson, Board Staff  Opal Bontrager, DAS/SCS 
Lonnie Knotts, Board Staff  Kay Bruce, LPC 

 
Members Not Present: LeeAnne Wichmann, LMFT 
 
PUBLIC SESSION  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Ryan Melton called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. in the second floor large conference room 
of the Morrow Crane Building, 3218 Pringle Road SE, Salem, Oregon.  
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
The Board held the annual elections for Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the Board.  Elizabeth 
Hartshorn moved and Nila Epstein seconded the motion that Ryan Melton continue as Board 
Chairperson. Julia Smith moved and Nila Epstein seconded the motion that Linda Gray continue as 
Board Vice-Chairperson. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA & MINUTES   
Julia Smith moved and Linda Gray seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the December 10, 
2010 Board meeting as submitted. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
Opal Bontrager, the accountant assigned to the Board from the Department of Administrative 
Services, presented the financial report. Ms. Eklund stated that the request to increase the Board’s 
expenditure limitation to cover criminal background charges and attorney general fees goes before 
the legislature within the next month. Ms. Eklund will be asking for an increase in the Board’s 
expenditure limitation of $135,000. 
 
GOVERNOR’S BUDGET 
Ms. Eklund reported that the Governor’s recommended budget included the Board’s request, which 
included a full-time permanent investigator and half-time administrative office specialist.  The 
Governor eliminated money built in to all agency budgets for inflation and half of the funds designated 
for salary increases.  
  
BOARD APPROVED GRADUATE PROGRAMS 
Work group members to review Board-approved graduate programs are Ryan Melton and Julia Smith. 
Mr. Melton and Dr. Smith reviewed five of the graduate programs.  Mr. Melton explained findings from 
the work group’s review and issues for the board to address.  The board recommended the following. 
 

 Conduct criminal background checks on students. The board will provide programs with 
criteria used for licensing.  

 Add crisis, psychopharmacology, and addiction courses 
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 Internship/practicum should be at least 600 hours with at least 240 hours of direct client 
contact.  For students graduating on or after October 1, 2014, the requirements will increase to 
700 internship/practicum hours with at least 280 hours of direct client contact. 

 Internship site supervisors be at least masters level clinicians and a reminder that CADCs may 
not be masters level clinicians 

 
The Board took no action on the work group’s recommendation for approval of the programs.. 
 
BREAK: 10:10 a.m. 
RECONVENED: 10:20 a.m. 
 
CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECKS 
Brian Johnson gave the Board a progress report regarding criminal background check process. Mr. 
Johnson related that anyone renewing with the Board has the option of using a verification form rather 
than completing another background check, if the background check was completed within one year 
of their renewal.  Presently, license applicants must have a fingerprint based criminal background 
check even if they have had a background check within one year of application. Elizabeth Hartshorn 
requested that the Board expand the verification options to new applicants. The Board discussed who 
could waive a criminal background check and what agencies would be acceptable to verify the 
background check. 
 
The Board decided that new applicants would be included in the existing process for criminal 
background checks for licensee and intern renewals, which are national in scope, fingerprint based 
and conducted within the last year. Staff was directed to establish a temporary rule to allow the policy 
to go into effect immediately. 
 
Elizabeth Hartshorn moved and Julia Smith seconded the motion to move to extend the current 
verification policy to all renewing interns and renewing licensees and new applicants. The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY AND CRISIS LINES 
Ms Eklund reported that an Oregon county is currently monitoring and actively listening to their crisis 
telephone counseling sessions.  Clients are not informed of the possibility of that monitoring. Some 
licensees have called and expressed concern wondering if the practice is a breach of confidentiality.  
There are HIPAA laws that regulate crisis lines.  Although it causes some discomfort for board 
members, the practice does not violate board rules because the interaction would not be considered a 
counseling relationship between the therapist and the caller. The county may want to consult their 
legal counsel for further guidance. 
 
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
Ms. Eklund distributed a list of legislation currently before the State legislature. Ms. Eklund gave a 
brief update of legislation of interest to the Board. Ms. Eklund also gave an update regarding the 
Board’s bills concerning the fee increase for the criminal background checks and the bill to remove 
the exception whereby a person does not need to be licensed if they do not have the education. 
 
BREAK: 11:35 a.m. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
The Board convened in Executive Session at 11:55 a.m. to discuss complaints and investigations 
under ORS 192.660(2)(k).  
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PUBLIC SESSION  
The Board reconvened in Public Session at 2:45 p.m. 
 
COMPLIANCE ISSUES 
The Board took the following actions on license applications and compliance cases: 
 
Resolved:  Case #2009-008 – Nila Epstein moved and Julia Smith seconded the motion to accept 
supervisor’s final report and end supervision. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Case #2009-026 – Julia Smith moved and Linda Gray seconded the motion to reject the ALJ 
recommendation and write an amended final order. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Resolved:  Case #2010-010 – Linda Gray moved and Elizabeth Hartshorn seconded the motion to 
accept the final order. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Case #2010-041 – Elizabeth Hartshorn moved and Suzan Turley seconded the motion to issue a 
letter of concern, impose supervision and continuing education. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Resolved:  Case #2010-043 – Suzan Turley moved and Nila Epstein seconded the motion to issue a 
letter of concern. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Resolved:  Case #2010-049 – Nila Epstein moved and Julia Smith seconded the motion to dismiss 
the matter. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Resolved:  Case #2010-050 – Julia Smith moved and Linda Gray seconded the motion to dismiss the 
matter. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Resolved:  Case #2010-052 – Julia Smith moved and Linda Gray seconded the motion to issue a 
letter of concern. The motion passed on a 5 to 1 vote. 
 
Resolved:  Case #2010-056 – Linda Gray moved and Elizabeth Hartshorn seconded the motion to 
dismiss the matter. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Staff requested an extension for the investigation in cases #2010-046, #2010-047, #2010-051 #2010-
053, #2010-055 #2010-057 #2010-058 and #2010-059 due to caseload. Suzan Turley moved and Nila 
Epstein seconded the motion to grant an extension for investigation. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Ms. Eklund provided a flow chart portraying the requirements for obtaining licensure. The Board 
suggested some changes to the flow chart and recommended that the flow chart be placed on the 
Board’s website. 
 
Ms. Eklund provided data, compiled by Connie Brown, regarding the renewals of licensees and 
interns during 2010. The Board sent 2167 licensee and over 600 intern renewal packets. 88 interns 
did not renew (some interns eventually reapplied).  221 licensees chose not to renew or let their 
license expire. 36 out of 40 registered interns in exam status became licensed. 
 
Ms. Eklund reported that NBCC is having a national meeting in Augus,t and they are willing to pay for 
one staff member and one board member to attend.  Eklund will send information about the meeting 
to board members electronically. 
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ADJOURNMENT  
Chair Ryan Melton adjourned the meeting at 3:05 p.m. 


