
August 1, 2022 

MEMO 
To: State Board of Agriculture (BOA) 
From: Alexis Taylor, Director, Oregon Department of Agriculture 
Subject: appointments to the Oregon Agricultural Heritage Commission (OAHC) 

Background: 

The State Legislature established the Oregon Agricultural Heritage Program (OAHP) in 2017 to help address 
fragmentation of farmland, conversion of farmland to non-farm uses, complex regulations, and planning for 
generational transfers. The program provides voluntary incentives to farmers and ranchers to support practices that 
maintain or enhance both agriculture and natural resources such as fish and wildlife on agricultural lands. 

As required by statute (ORS 541.986) five members of the Oregon Agriculture Heritage Commission shall be 
recommended by the Board of Agriculture. Specifically: 

(2) (a) Four members shall be persons recommended by the State Board of Agriculture who are actively
engaged in farming or ranching. The members must represent diverse types of agricultural commodities and
be from geographically diverse areas of this state.

(2) (d) One member shall be a person recommended by the State Board of Agriculture who has expertise in
agricultural water quality.

Current representatives recommended by the Board of Agriculture serving on the Commission are: 

Commissioner City Represents Term Ends 

Chad Allen Tillamook Farmer/rancher January 2024 

Ken Bailey The Dalles Farmer/rancher January 2023 

Doug Krahmer St. Paul Farmer/rancher January 2026 

Woody Wolfe Wallowa Farmer/rancher January 2025 

Lois Loop Salem Agricultural water quality January 2025 

Commissioner terms are 4 years with the ability to serve no more than two consecutive terms. 

The second term for Commissioner Ken Bailey will end January 1, 2023. Commissioner Bailey is not eligible for re-
appointment. 

FOR ACTION/DISCUSSION 
The Agricultural Heritage Commission conducted an open recruitment period to request applications to fill the 
farmer/rancher position currently held by Ken Bailey.  The Commission received the attached two applications for 
your review and recommendation. 

The BOA will need to review applications and provide a recommendation to OWEB prior to November 30, 2022. 

https://www.oregonlaws.org/ors/541.986














To Whom it may concern 
 

My name is Steve Horning, together with my father and our families we own and 
operate Deerhaven Farms in Monroe Oregon. Throughout my life I have got to 
see firsthand my dad’s passion and intelligence for the land that we have the 
privilege to steward. I believe his experience and perspective will make him an 
outstanding commission member. He has always understood the connection and 
impact that we have on the land, as well as the importance of making sure we are 
in a position to hand it down to future generations. Through an open mind and 
dynamic thinking, he has already navigated one generational transition, and we 
currently have a path for a second successful succession. Through this I believe 
you’ll find he will make an enormous positive impact towards the goals of the 
commission. 

Thank you for your consideration 

 

Steve Horning 



 
 

 

Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board                                                             June 30, 2022  
775 Summer St. NE #360 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
CC: Oregon Department of Agriculture  
635 Capitol St. NE 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Re: Letter of Recommendation for Gary Horning’s Appointment to the Oregon Agricultural 
Heritage Commission  
 
On behalf of the Coalition of Oregon Land Trusts (COLT), I am reaching out to offer strong 
support for the appointment of Gary Horning to serve as the farmer/rancher representative on 
the Oregon Agricultural Heritage Commission.  
 
COLT is a statewide coalition that works to serve and strengthen the land trust community of 
Oregon by increasing the effectiveness of land trusts, strengthening public policies and 
programs that are supportive of land conservation, and communicating to key audiences the 
value of conserving Oregon’s natural heritage and the economic activities that depend on it. 
 
As a multi-generational farmer and an experienced land steward, Mr. Horning will contribute 
indispensable knowledge to the Oregon Agricultural Heritage Commission as Oregon confronts 
challenges facing our working lands. The Horning family has farmed along the Willamette Valley 
for four generations. Gary’s father and uncle started their careers as vegetable farmers, and 
now Gary and his son Steve grow hazelnuts and grass seed.  
 
In 2010, the Horning family worked with Greenbelt Land Trust to place an easement to protect 
and restore over 200 acres of their land along the Willamette River floodplain. The easement is 
a model example of how conservation can complement and enhance productive agricultural 
land. The Hornings used their family’s knowledge of the land and farming equipment to help 
Greenbelt refine their restoration practices. Mr. Horning’s commitment to this project helped 
build trust with other local landowners for similar projects.  
 



 
 

 

I have personally known Gary for over four years and I wholeheartedly recommend him to 
serve on the Commission. Gary is a well-respected farmer in the Willamette Valley who is 
dedicated to shaping a successful statewide agricultural protection program. I am confident 
that he will be an effective and valuable voice for Oregon’s agricultural lands and the natural 
resources they provide. I urge the Board to consider him for this seat.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Kelley Beamer, Executive Director for the Coalition of Oregon Land Trusts 
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Phone Number  

Email  

Please send your completed application via email to april.mack@oweb.oregon.gov or via mail to:  

Oregon Agricultural Heritage Program 
ATTN: April Mack 
Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board 
775 Summer Street NE #360 
Salem, Oregon 97301 

Applications must be sent via email or post-marked by June 30, 2022 in order to be considered for a position. 
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PROTECTED GROUP STATUS FORM 
Committee / Board Member 
Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board 

Name Laura Masterson Date 6/29/22 

Department/Committee Board Name: Oregon Agricultural Heritage Commission 

Federal and State laws require the Board to make its programs, activities, and services available to all persons 
regardless of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and sex.  The Board is attempting to monitor the 
selection of and participation by women, minorities, and people with disabilities on its committees, advisory 
groups, etc. 

The following information will be used for statistical reporting only, and is voluntary. Information obtained 
will be kept confidential and will be destroyed as soon as the responses on the form are captured 
numerically. 

Race/Ethnic Origin: 

Mark the following which apply to you: 




