
From: Kelly Peterson kpeterson@humanesociety.org
Subject: Cougar Management Plan Board Resolution: Comments for Immediate Attention

Date: June 22, 2020 at 8:03 AM
To: kvalness@oda.state.or.us
Cc: Haley Stewart hstewart@humanesociety.org, Brian Posewitz brian@humanevotersoregon.org, Kelly Peterson

kpeterson@humanesociety.org, Jennifer Hauge jhauge@aldf.org, Michelle Blake mblake@mountainlion.org, wally sykes
wally_sykes2000@yahoo.com, Brooks Fahy brooks@predatordefense.org, sbruegger@wildearthguardians.org,
penny@cougarfund.org, nwarren1@earthlink.net

Dear Chair Myers and Members of the Agriculture Board:
 
On behalf of the Humane Society of the United States and multiple national and state-
based conservation organizations, we submit the following comments regarding the
proposed Cougar Management Plan Resolution before the Oregon Board of Agriculture
(Board).
 
We call on the Board to withdraw this resolution in light of the best available research
which shows that indiscriminate hunting and predator control of cougars as perpetuated
by the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife Cougar Management Plan, can result in
increased livestock depredations, at the expense of livestock, wildlife and ranchers.
 
If the Board wishes to renew this resolution, we ask that it be updated to support the
implementation of more effective, proactive measures to prevent livestock depredations
within the Cougar Management Plan. We have attached recommended language for such
an update.
 
Please see our detailed comments attached.
 
Thank you for your consideration. I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Respectfully,
Kelly
 
 
	
Kelly Peterson
Oregon Senior State Director
 
kpeterson@humanesociety.org  
P 503-869-0422     
humanesociety.org
	

	
The Humane Society of the United States is the nation’s most effective animal protection organization, fighting
for all animals for more than 60 years. To support our work, please make a monthly donation, give in another
way or volunteer.
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Oregon State Board of Agriculture Resolution 

Title: Cougar Management Plan Number: 275 

Effective Date: 02/17/2017 

Sub-Committee: Government Relations 

ODA Staff Contact: Kathryn Walker 

Next Review Date: 00/00/2020 

Date of Last Review/Revision: 02/17/2017 

Original Resolution Date: 03/02/2006 

Board Chair: Barbara Boyer Signature on file 

 

Background 

 
Resolution 

Whereas, the Oregon State Board of Agriculture recognizes the threat an overpopulation of cougars are a 

species of Oregon wildlife that is valued and appreciated by many poses to the livestock industry in Oregonians;. 

 

Whereas, cougars may sometimes pose a risk of harm to farm animals in Oregon; and 

 

Whereas, the best available current science indicates that indiscriminate killing of cougars is not effective to 

reduce risk of harm by cougars to farm animals and may increase the risk of harm. 

 
Be it resolved that the Board of Agriculture supports the use of non-lethal measures to reduce the risk of harm to farm 

animals by cougars or, if non-lethal measures have been exhausted but not been successful, through killing only of specific 

cougars known to be harming farm animals; and 

 

Be it resolved further that the Board of Agriculture does not support attempts to manage Oregon’s cougar population generally 

through indiscriminate killing of cougarsthe Cougar Management Plan as proposed by the Oregon Department of 

Fish and Wildlife. 

 
Summary 

Supports a non-lethal measures to manage cougar management conflicts with farm animals; opposes attempts 

to manage cougar populations through indiscriminate killing of cougarsplan proposed by the Oregon 

Department of Fish and Wildlife; recognizes that an overpopulation of cougars poses a threat to the livestock 

industry in Oregon. 
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