
SIX STEPS 
TO USDA GOOD AGRICULTURAL

PRACTICES (GAP) CERTIFICATION

Contact auditee to 
confirm the audit 
scope and logistics

Collect audit checklist 
and auditee’s food 
safety plan 

Make travel plans for 
audit team

Hold audit opening meeting

Perform audit:  review documentation; observe equipment, employees, and practices; 
and, conduct employee interviews

Hold closing meeting

Draft final audit 
report (auditor)

Complete travel and 
billing documents

Ensure audit is 
accurate and 
complete

Ensure uniformity and 
proper interpretation 
and application of 
audit standard 

Review corrective 
actions and 
noncompliances

Finalize report 

Assess if final 
audit outcome 
meets audit 
acceptance 
criteria, and 
criteria related 
to any other 
addendums or 
special 
customer 
requirements

Print/mail audit 
certificate 

Enter audit into 
USDA database

Post 
certification on 
USDA website

FARM–FIELD–PACKING–
STORAGE–TRANSPORTATION–
WAREHOUSE-WHOLESALE
DISTRIBUTION–FOOD
DEFENSE

USDA Functions (Federal employees)

Pre-Audit Onsite Activities Report Writing Review/
Approval

Certification 
Decision

Issue/Post 
Certificate

4,000 audits annually 
100+ fresh and processed commodities
50 states, Canada, Chile

How USDA Builds the Value of GAP Audits

Secures market acceptance of USDA GAP audits to build market
access for growers of all sizes  Develops commodity-specific audits
(e.g., mushrooms, leafy greens, tomatoes, and cantaloupes)  Food
Safety Modernization Act Produce Safety Rule alignment  Global

Food Safety Initiative technical equivalence  ISO compliant 
Trains growers and auditors

USDA GAP Auditor Functions (Federal or Federal/State Employees)
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