
What to do if you 
find squarrose 

knapweed...
•  T h i s  i s  a  p r i o r i t y  n o x i o u s  w e e d . 

R e p o r t  s u s p e c t s  s i t e s  t o  O r e g o n 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e 
i m m e d i a t e l y !

•  D o c u m e n t  l o c a t i o n s  w i t h 
l a n d m a r k s  o r  G P S  f o r  f u r t h e r 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .

•  P r e v e n t  t h e  s p r e a d  b y  t h o r o u g h l y 
c l e a n i n g  b o o t s ,  l i v e s t o c k , 
v e h i c l e s ,  o r  e q u i p m e n t  o f  m u d 
a n d  d e b r i s  t h a t  m a y  c a r r y  s e e d s .

Stop squarrose 
knapweed spread in 

Oregon!
Report suspect

sites to
 

Oregon Department of Agriculture 
Invasive Noxious Weed Control Program 

503-986-4621 
o r  c a l l 
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Squarrose knapweed 
Centaurea virgata
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How can you identify 
squarrose knapweed?
Squarrose knapweed grows densely, often mimicking 
a tumbleweed plant when mature. It has slender, 
pink to rose colored flowers with spiny, recurved 
bracts beneath them. Mature plants often break off 
at the base and tumble, dispersing seedheads along 
the way. Rosettes have deeply lobbed leaves and form 
a stout taproot. The leaves wither away on maturing 
plants, as the season progresses.

What is squarrose 
knapweed?

Squarrose knapweed is a rangeland invader of several 
western states. This drought tolerant plant of the 
sunflower family is well adapted to east of the Cascades. 
Introduced from Southeast Asia and the Middle East, 
it first became weedy in California, Nevada, and Utah 
in the 1950s. Oregon sites are limited to a few, with the 
largest found in Grant County near Long Creek.

What does squarrose 
knapweed do?

Squarrose knapweed invades rangeland and pasture, 
rendering areas unsuitable to productive grazing. 
Individual seedheads dislodge from the main plant  and 
cling to fur and clothing, aiding dispersal and spread. 
The deciduous seedheads readily attach to sheep’s 
wool, increasing production costs. Hay production is 
negatively impacted when squarrose knapweed invades.

How does squarrose 
knapweed spread?

Although many seedheads fall near the base of the parent 
plant, the recurved bracts allow the seeds to cling like burs 
to hair, wool, fur, or clothing when livestock, wildlife, 
or people brush against the plant. Not all of the seeds 
drop during late summer and fall; some seeds remain on 
plants into the following spring, greatly extending the 
distribution period. Vehicles and trains along roads and 
railways also help spread squarrose knapweed.

■W i d e l y  d i s t r i b u t e d 
■L i m i t e d  d i s t r i b u t i o n 
■No t  k n o w n  t o  o c c u r

Distribution in 
Oregon
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