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STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION – TOPIC SUMMARY 
Topic: Southwest Charter School Request for Charter Renewal (State Sponsored Charter School) 
Date: March 7-8, 2013 
Staff/Office: Margaret Bates/Educational Improvement and Innovation & Anne Gurnee/SWCS 
Action Requested:  Informational Only    Adoption Later     Adoption    Adoption/Consent Agenda 

 

ISSUE BEFORE THE BOARD:  
The Southwest Charter School requests a renewal of the charter agreement with the State Board of Education 
for 10 years. 
 

BACKGROUND:  

Southwest Charter School (SWCS) is one of four Oregon State Board of Education sponsored Charter 
Schools. Approved for sponsorship in April 2007, SWCS opened in September 2007.  The school is currently 
in its sixth year of operation. 
 
The State Board of Education received official written request from the SWCS charter board for renewal of the 
charter contract pursuant to ORS 338.065. This request is to renew the charter contract for 10 years. This 
request requires the State Board of Education, as the sponsor of the charter school, to hold a public hearing to 
receive comment regarding the school.   
 
ORS 338.065 stipulates: 
(3)(a) The initial charter shall be in effect for a period of not more than five years and shall be renewed upon 
the authorization of the sponsor using the process established under this section. 

(b) The first renewal of a charter shall be for the same time period as the initial charter. 
(c) Subsequent renewals of a charter shall be for a minimum of five years but may not exceed 10 years. 
(4)(a) The renewal of a charter shall use the process required by this section. 
(b) The public charter school governing body shall submit a written renewal request to the sponsor for 
consideration at least 180 days prior to the expiration of the charter. 
(c) Within 45 days after receiving a written renewal request from a public charter school governing body, the 
sponsor shall hold a public hearing regarding the request for renewal. 
(d) Within 10 days after the public hearing, the sponsor shall notify the public charter school governing body 
of the sponsor’s intent about the renewal of the charter. 

 
SWCS is located in Portland Public School District and serves 200 students, grades K-8.  The purpose of the 
school is to provide a small school option, encouraging exploration of the natural world and involvement in the 
local community through the arts and sciences. 
 
Over the last three Oregon Report Cards, SWCS has earned the following ratings: Outstanding (2009-10), 
Outstanding (2010-11), and Satisfactory (2011-12). The chart below shows the percentage of students that 
met or exceeded the state standards on OAKS in reading, mathematics, and science over the last three years. 
Circled scores indicate SWCS exceeded the district and state average that year. 
 

 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

 SWCS PPS State SWCS PPS State SWCS PPS State 

Reading 
% Students Met or 

Exceeded 
83 84 79 83 85 81 

78 
76 72 

Mathematics 
% Students Met or 

Exceeded 

83 
82 78 60 68 63 64 69 69 

Science 
% Students Met or 

Exceeded 
71 74 74 

78 
76 74 

90 
73 69 
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The charter school has met all obligations and requirements stated in the negotiated and approved charter 
agreement. ODE staff met regularly with SWCS administrative staff to ensure the school was in compliance 
with all state and federal laws. 
 
Municipal audits from 2009-10, 2010-11, and 2011-12 conducted by Pauly, Rogers and Co., PC., noted 
matters involving the internal control structure and its operation. They considered these matters to be 
significant deficiencies for each of the three years. 
 
 

POLICY QUESTIONS:   
ORS 338.065 requires the board to use the following review criteria as the basis for the decision: 
(6)(a) The sponsor shall base the charter renewal decision on a good faith evaluation of whether the public 
charter school: 

(A) Is in compliance with this chapter and all other applicable state and federal laws; 
(B) Is in compliance with the charter of the public charter school; 
(C) Is meeting or working toward meeting the student performance goals and agreements specified in the 
charter or any other written agreements between the sponsor and the public charter school governing body; 
(D) Is fiscally stable and has used the sound financial management system described in the proposal 
submitted under ORS 338.045 and incorporated into the written charter under this section; and 
(E) Is in compliance with any renewal criteria specified in the charter of the public charter school. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
  
The Superintendent and ODE staff recommend the State Board of Education approve the Southwest Charter 
School request for renewal for 10 years. 
 
Attachment A – The Southwest Charter School Written Request for Renewal 






