STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION – ADMINISTRATIVE RULE SUMMARY

Title/OAR #: 
Division 7 Programs / Temporary Rule / OAR 589-007-0400 and 589-007-0500

Date: March 7, 2014
Staff/Office: 
Teresa Alonso, CCWD



 FORMCHECKBOX 
New Rule        FORMCHECKBOX 
Amend Existing Rule           FORMCHECKBOX 
Repeal Rule
Hearing Date: ____________________   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hearings Officer Report Attached

Prompted by:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 State law changes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Federal law changes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
Action Requested: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  First Reading/Second Reading            FORMCHECKBOX 
  Adoption                FORMCHECKBOX 
  Adoption/Consent Agenda 

PROPOSED/AMENDED RULE SUMMARY: Implement new GED policies to reflect new GED test series.
BACKGROUND: The current rules, 589-007-0400 and 589-007-0500 are written to support the 2002 GED test series which no longer exist. Therefore, it is necessary to make changes to the current rules to reflect the new 2014 GED test series. 

As of January 2, 2014, GED Testing Service (GEDTS) launched the new 2014 GED test series that assesses the knowledge and skills needed for the workplace and for higher education. The new changes that need to be applied to support test series will be around the following:
· Reduction in number of tests with the new GED test series;

· Going to computer based tests only as opposed to being able to choose from paper or computer based tests;

· No State administrative oversight of GED examiners;
· Potential new test centers will now only need to apply to GEDTS as opposed to applying to both GEDTS and the state;
· GED records are housed online through a third party vendor for easy access by GED candidates and companies wanting to verify GED credentials;
· Change in GED fees.
The rule amendment provides CCWD the authority to work with the test centers to ensure that they are adhering to the changes and test procedure requirements outlined above.
The Board is being asked to approve this amendment as a temporary rule while a permanent rule is in process.  Approval of the temporary rule would allow CCWD to immediately implement communication and outreach efforts with Oregon citizens.
ISSUES/CONCERNS THAT SURFACED DURING RULE WORK:  

· GED candidates not being able to come to the State office to pick up a copy of their GED certificate or transcript as they did before;
· GED tests are offered as computer based only and paperbased tests are offered  through accomodations only: 
· GED test fees have increased for individual subtests from $35.00(2002) for computer based testing  to $38.00(2014) a subtest. However overall fee cost have decreasd form $175 to $152 for the complete series. (GED combined the Language Arts, resulting in four subtests rather than five in the 2014 test series)
CHANGED SINCE LAST BOARD MEETING? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  N/A; first read—hasn’t been before board
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No; same as last month
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes – As follows:

FISCAL IMPACT: 
	2002 GED Test Series




Paper-based Tests (PBT)


$35.00 per subtests

 or $175.00 (five subtests)


	2014 GED Test Series 

No paper based tests

	Computer Based Tests

$31.00 per subtests 

 or $155.00 (five subtests)


	Computer-based Tests (CBT)


$38.00 per subtests

 or $152.00 (four subtests)




State administration fees is $8.00 per subtest which is included in the test fees.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adopt administrative rule as prepared this month
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adopt administrative rule next month 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No recommendation at this time (rarely used) 
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