STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION – TOPIC SUMMARY

Topic: Next Generation Science Standards Update
Date: September 19, 2013
Staff/Office: Cheryl Kleckner, Theresa Richards, and Kim Patterson/Office of Learning
Action Requested:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Informational Only    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adoption Later    FORMCHECKBOX 
  Adoption    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adoption/Consent Agenda
ISSUE BEFORE THE BOARD: 

Update on the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) and planning for review and decision on whether to adopt these in Oregon.  
BACKGROUND: 
Extensive background information and links to websites and documents were provided in the May 2013 NGSS update to the State Board of Education available on the ODE website at www.ode.state.or.us/superintendent/priorities/may-16-next-generation-science-standards-update.doc. 
Oregon has participated in the Building Capacity in State Science Education (BCSSE) national workshops with 45 other states working collaboratively to plan for adoption and implementation.  Most states are taking a “go slowly” approach to adoption and implementation in order to allow time for successful implementation of Common Core State Standards and assessments in math and English language arts before introducing this change in science.  This approach will also allow for more collaborative work across states to be intentional about developing the support and resources necessary for successful implementation. 
Oregon has joined the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) Science State Collaborative on Assessment and Student Standards (SCASS).  This collaborative working group will provide opportunities to work with other states and national experts to plan for successful adoption, implementation, and assessment of the NGSS.  ODE staff will be participating in a three day national meeting on September 23-26 to discuss science standards and assessment in conjunction with the Invitational Research Symposium on Science Assessment being held by the K-12 Center at Education Testing Service (ETS), CCSSO, and the College Board.  
Oregon is a pilot state working with Clark University, Northwestern University, and Tidemark Institute on a National Science Foundation-funded project to develop a web-based professional development system to support NGSS teaching and learning.  The Next Generation Science Exemplar System for Professional Development (NGSX) Project will engage learners with the core ideas of science, scientific and engineering practices, and crosscutting concepts and at the same time with the NGSS student performance expectations.  The school district leaders of the two Oregon regional pilots and ODE staff participated in the training in April for this online professional development.  The system will be piloted this fall with teacher professional learning community groups.  The pilot will run through December 2013.
This fall ODE staff will collect responses to a survey regarding questions, concerns, and needs about NGSS adoption and implementation.  ODE staff will work with a science content and assessment advisory group this fall and winter to review the NGSS and provide analysis, including a comparison to Oregon’s current Science Academic Content Standards, as well as develop a timeline and recommendations for adoption, transition, implementation, and assessment.  One of the issues that Oregon will be addressing is the delineation of middle school standards at grade level.  The NGSS provide a set of performance expectations for middle school that are not delineated at grade level.  Many other states are also addressing this issue and Oregon will include a review of what our colleagues in other states have done on this issue as we move forward with this work. 
POLICY QUESTIONS:  None 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  No action required
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