TITLE: United Nations General Assenbly

OVERVI EW  Students read position summari es regardi ng the Chinese
occupation of Tibet and roll play the non-intervention positions of
sel ected foreign nations.

SUBJECT AREA / GRADE LEVEL: Geography/ Governnent/History, 7th - 12

STATE CONTENT STANDARDS / BENCHMARKS:

-Understand how the United States government relates and interacts
wi th other nations.

-Understand the inportance and | asting influence of issues, events,
peopl e, and devel opnents in world history.

OBJECTI VES: After reading the positions of selected countries towards
Ti bet, students will form an opinion about the position regarding US
support towards Tibet.

MATERI ALS: Copi es of position summaries of the nations involved
(taken fromthe book The Dragon in the Land of Snows: A History of
Modern Ti bet since 1947, by Tsering Shakya)

PRESENTATI ON STEPS:

1) Explain to the class that we will investigate the reasons why the
countries Tibet asked for help did not respond, and |learn nore about
why the countries involved acted in the manner they did.

2) ldentify the four foreign countries approached for help by Tibet
(U.S., UK, India, Nepal).

3) Review the role of the United Nations as a peace keeping
or gani zati on.

4) Read as a class the Position Sunmaries.

5) Discuss in class, or cooperative groups, why each of the countries
choose not to provide aide at the tine. (Research may be needed to
hel p di scussion.)

6) Ask for volunteers to serve as the | eaders of the countries in
question, (including China and Tibet). Their teans will be the del egates
fromthat country.

7) Provide time for each teamto prepare statenents for their
country’s |l eader, or to prepare questions to ask the | eaders
represented

8) The Dalai Lama will give a statenent as to why the countries shoul d
support Ti betan independence. A student portraying Mau will explain why
Ti bet bel ongs to China.

9) Each leader will then give a statenent as to why they can not
support Ti bet.
10) Del egates will then ask questions of the |leaders, facilitated by

t he teacher.
11.) Establish rules for discussion to be used in your classroom

ASSESSMENT: End cl ass by asking each student to participate in a role
pl ayi ng situation. Ask each to be a nenber of the UN and conduct a
vote responding to Tibet's request for help. Role play the vote as if
it were 1950 and again for 2001. |Is there a difference in the outconme?
Wy or why not? Students should be prepared to offer an explanation

ADAPTATI ONS: Know t he nanes of the countries that declined to assi st
Ti bet .



Know t he reasons why one of the countries said no to the request for
hel p.
Participate in discussion offering an opinion on the decision not to
hel p.

EXTENSI ONS: Conduct an opinion survey of your school asking if the
United
States shoul d demand the freedom of Tibet fromthe Chinese governnent.

TI BET

Leader: The Dal ai Lama, Tenzin Gyatso

* I ndependent since the fall of the Mng Dynasty in 1913.

* Has been isolated fromoutside world for hundreds of years, and the
government is resistant to change.

e Wuld like to keep their political and religious freedom

e Popul ation is Buddhist, and very peaceful, would rather negotiate
than fight.

* Very small mlitary and does not feel that they can resist China

al one.

 India has given Tibet small guns and ammuni ti on, but has not given

ot her support.

e Has asked India, Great Britain, USA and Nepal for assistance, but no
response.

« Feels that any anti-conmuni st act m ght cause Chi nese aggression
Wuld Iike to negotiate with China.

e Dalai Lama would like to establish a conpronise with China: would
like to work on an agreenment that woul d nake t hem happy.

CHI NA

Leader: Mao Tse-tung

e Civil war between Communi st Party and Nationalists ended January 1949
when the nationalists fled to Taiwan.

e Comuni st party is fighting against Western Inperialist countries who
are trying to take over Asia.

* VERY strong mlitary, willing to use it if Tibetan | eaders don’'t
agree with them

« Believes that Tibet was a part of China for a hundred years or nore.

e Wuld like Tibet so they can unify all Chinese races into the

“ Mot her | and”

e Believes that Tibet is run by Western powers, and would like to free
the citizens fromtheir ol d-fashioned religious |eadership

« Believes that Communismis the best way to run a country.

e Since they occupied nuch of Tibet, believe that Tibet belongs to
China and would like to “defend” the Chinese borders of Tibet.

« After comruni st take over, brought electricity, nodernization of
country.

| NDI A

Prime Mnister: Jawaharlal Nehru

Ear ned i ndependence from Britain on August 15, 1947

e Mre concerned with building their own new government and econom c
systens, and sol ving problens between their social classes.

e Relationship with neighboring Pakistan is very tense and getting
wor se.



e Relationship with Tibet did not start well when Ti bet asked for |and
on their border, but India thinks that if Britain earned it, India gets
to keep it.

e« Wuld like to keep China away from Ti bet, and keep it as a buffer
between their country, but India does not have the mlitary to defend
it.

e India officials are divided: some would |ike to help Tibet, but
others afraid of China.

« Does not feel that they can defend Tibet, do not have the nmlitary.
« Like China, they do not |ike Western countries controlling other
countries, do not want to upset China by acting |like they are

control ling Tibet.

» Does not want to contribute to Korean War conflict by upsetting

Chi na.

e One anbassador has reported that negotiations will be peaceful

e Oher countries are looking to India for advice about Tibet.

GREAT BRI TAI N

Leader:

* Was interested in Tibet when Britain controlled India, but now not as
concer ned.

« Do not want to upset India by going against India s w shes.

e Believes that the Tibet issue is India s problem

e Since Britain controls Hong Kong, which China would like, they do not
want to upset China even though they do not |ike the Chinese
Conmuni st s.

» Feels that if they say it is wong for an outside government to
control a country, they might not be able to run their own col onies,

i ke Hong Kong.

 CGave suggestions to India regarding India s policy towards Tibet:
Don’t upset China, Do what you can to help but don’'t give Tibet noney
or mlitary weapons, only give themsnmall guns, don’'t give up on Tibet,
but don’t recognize their independence.

« Do not want to get involved w th China.

UNI TED STATES

Leader: President Truman

» WIling to help Tibet, but only if it is OKwith Geat Britain and
I ndi a.

e Is not willing to bring up the situation to the UN because they do
not want to show China that they support Tibet.

e Wants India to bring up the Tibet issue to UN, but India says do
not hi ng. US asks Britain, Britain says don't get involved. US tells
Ti bet sorry.

« When Tibet asks for aid, they tell Tibet that they will provide
mlitary aid only if China attacks, but not before.

e The US is in the beginning of a major war agai nst Conmuni st North
Korea and denocratic South Korea. China is supporting North Korea, so
they US does not want to upset China even nore by supporting Tibet

i ssue.

« Believes that the UN decision to support Tibet would be voted down by
Chi na and Sovi et Uni on anyway, so they don't feel that they need to
bring it up.



EL SALVADOR

Leader: UN Del egate Chairman Hector Castro

* Small country in Central Anmerica, not close to the Tibetan problem
but does not like the act of a |arge country controlling a smaller
country. They could be worried that another |arge country would want to
control El Sal vador.

e Believes that the United Nations needs to speak out agai nst Chinese
aggr essi on.

« Believes that the UN needs to support Tibet independence and

denocr acy.

* Tries to gain support from other UN nenbers, but does not have the
authority to be listened to.

NEPAL

Leader:

A very small country bordering India and Tibet in the mddle of the
H mal aya Mountai n Range. They do not have nuch noney, mlitary, or
influence in the world. Nepal is a trading partner with Ti bet. They
are synpathetic to Tibet, but do not have the resources to help them
They are only able to give encouragement.

SOVI ET UNI ON

Leader: Joseph Stalin

e Strong supporter of China and the conmuni st novenent.

e Very strong anti-US feelings: WII vote against US on everything.

e Currently trying to expand their own borders in rmuch the sanme way as
Chi na.



