
With its showy flowers and 
large attractive leaves, the 
Saucer Magnolia 
(Magnoliaceae - Magnolia 
Family) is a low-branched 
deciduous tree that makes a 
nice addition to a spring 
garden. 
 
Leaves of this multi-trunked 
tree are medium to dark 
green, oblong and up to 6" 
in length. Flower petals are 
pink-purple on the outside 
with a white interior, and 
very showy.  
 
Its soft, fleshy cone is      
actually an aggregate fruit 
that is woody. Flowering 
structure has changed little 
over millions of years, and    
songbirds especially like the 
seed.                              

Trees reach a height of 
about 25 feet, make a good  
focal point for an entrance-
way or street tree, and often 
provide early spring color. 
 
Saucer Magnolia performs 
best in full sun with deep, 
moist and acidic soils, but is 
adaptable to a wide range of 
soils. Since they‘re         
relatively small at maturity, 
they can be planted close to 
a house or patio without fear 
of the roots damaging any-
thing. These are somewhat 
slow growing trees, so be 
sure to give them the best 
advantage by planting in a 
fertile, well-drained soil that 
receives supplemental     
watering during  summer 
droughts. 

Flower petals of the saucer magnolia are pink-
purple on the outside with a white interior, and 
very showy. 
 

Thousands of Oregon‘s  
family forestland owners 
have been holding their 
breath waiting to see the 
outcome of the estate tax 
law for America‘s family 
forests. The tax was     
scheduled to return to its 
previous levels of as high   
as 55 percent on the      
value of an estate over       
$1 million dollars.   
 
In December, the President 
and Congress reached a tax 
compromise which includes 
a provision that sets the  
estate tax exemption level at 
$5 million with a 35 percent 
tax rate for the next two 
years. Dan Conant, Public 

Affairs Manager for the 
American Forest           
Foundation, says that 
―especially in urban inter-
face areas where property 
values are soaring,‖       
landowners are land-rich but 
cash-poor, so the estate tax 
―would have been prohibi-
tive and would have forced 
people to clearcut or sell off 
their lands.‖  
 
Conant noted that thousands 
of acres of forest are cut 
every year to pay for the 
estate tax. The reduced tax 
levels will ensure that   
families can stay on the 
land, and that all of us can 
continue enjoying the fresh  

Congress passes estate tax, just in time. 
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Firewood: Buy local,       
burn local 
Firewood can carry invasive 
insects and diseases that can 
kill native trees.  
New infestations can destroy 
our forests and lessen property 
values. Forests in our state are 
susceptible to Emerald ash 
borer, gypsy moth, Asian long-
horned beetle, and others. 
Know where your firewood 
came from, and move it as 
seldom as possible.  
 
For more info: 
www.dontmovefirewood.org 

Many Oregon communities 
at risk for wildfire 
Though the economic         
recession has slowed popula-
tion expansion into the      
wildland-urban interface,   
Oregon‘s wildfire prevention 
educators have their hands full.          
Currently, 595 Oregon com-
munities are at risk from wild-
fire, with 159 of those classi-
fied as ―high risk.‖ 
Information on how to protect 
one‘s home and property from 
wildfire is available on the 
web from the ―Keep Oregon 
Green‖ Association  
(www.keeporegongreen.org/), 
Oregon Department of For-
estry (www.oregon.gov/odf),       
Firewise communities and  
local fire departments. 

Cynthia Orlando, ODF Agency Affairs Specialist 
Saucer magnolia 
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air and clean water those forests 
provide. 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 


