
Capacity Tool- A Way Forward to a more BALANCED HCP 
 
In early February 2024, USFWS Oregon State Supervisor and the State wildlife biologist 
generously held separate conversations with Board members, to clarify aspects and roles within 
the HCP and its processes.  USFWS spoke to the lengthy timeline to analyze a separate 
alternative within the range. 
 
I heard that to analyze another alternative within the range, a timeline of an entire four years 
was assumed by the USFWS biologist. 
 
I was a bit stunned by this time frame, given my understanding and experience of planning, 
wildlife management, and solving capacity issues for projects!  This has led to some speculation 
that there seems to be no clear path forward, except to keep with the existing option, given the 
current capacity issues and timeline inferred by USFWS.  
 
However, the advantage that the USFWS local state office has, is the "head-room" above it. 
There is higher level supervisory support, including the Pacific Regional Office and of course, 
the USFWS National Headquarters in Washington DC.  
 
In addition to the leadership support of Supervisors, Regional Directors and National Directors, 
the Services were given a Tested and Proven gift by Congress, a Capacity and skills Expanding 
Tool, through the 2018 Consolidated Appropriations Act (PL-114-141), named Experienced 
Services Program (ESP).  It’s objectives are to expand and complete conservation work by 
Immediately securing highly skilled and experienced enrollees for work. 
 
Over 15 years ago, the initial version of this capacity tool, named the Ag Conservation 
Experience Services (ACES), was authorized by the 2008 Farm Bill for NRCS. Due to its Use and 
Success, ACES was expanded across other federal agencies, in 2014, including the US Forest 
Service with the passage of the Farm Bill (PL 113-079). 
 
Senators Wyden and Merkley voted for the 2014 Farm Bill, and Wyden again on the 2018 
consolidated Appropriations Bill. 
 
Both ACES and ESP (that can immediately access NEPA skills) were created to Exactly address 
the stated USFWS HCP capacity and timeline challenges.  It IS a PROVEN Path forward. 
 
The USFWS's version of ESP, is highly flexible, innovative and can immediately bring specialized 
skills, such as Scientists, Biologists, Planners, Analysts, GIS, and numerous other skills (many 
from retired federal workers) to fill temporary, short and long term needs, on part time and full 
time needs. 
Just within the ACES program, hundreds of enrollees have already participated, at the national 
office in DC, the Pacific Southwest Research Station, Forest Products lab and offices across 17 
States. 
 



The DOI’s ESP program, enrollees already provided over 21.5 million hours of skills to federal 
agencies, including EPA, USFWS, NPS and BLM on highly complex projects, some involving and 
multi-State boundaries. 
 
It might be speculated (I think erroneously)  that even with use of ESP, and the addition of 
highly skilled workers contributing to the process, HCP timelines would not be altered.  To me, 
this appears non sequitur and defies decades of my own experience of completing complex 
NEPA and NFMA documents.  
 
During my career I’ve had "hands-on" planning experience  and decision-making responsibilities 
under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and NFMA, I KNOW that critical paths can 
be shortened and made more efficient, with the appropriate addition of highly skilled workers. 
 
Over three decades, I have made complex decisions on a wide array of NEPA projects ranging 
from Forest to Aquatic to Land exchanges and more.  I might mention a few diverse decisions 
now? 
 
In New Mexico, on an abbreviated timeline, I planned and executed the NEPA decision for the 
creation of the Magdalena Ridge Observatory, by rapidly  
Accessing higher region-wide skills for planning, tribal liaison and archeology for the important 
mountain top ecosystem, significant to multiple Pueblos.  Additionally, I requested National 
office expertise to assist Partner collaboration which would include UK’s Cambridge University 
(Cavendish), the nation’s Naval Research Lab and eventually the Air Force Research Lab. The 
planned observatory would exceed Hubble’s Space telescope resolution, by 100 times; and 
when complete will be one of the largest earth-based optical telescopes.  Among the many 
objectives, is the exploration of exoplanets.  I believe, due to up-front  collaboration, 
consultation and inclusion across multiple parties, the 1,000 acre mountain top complex was 
not litigated. 
 
In North Carolina, I sought to allow for the first time, limited non-motorized boating access on 
the Wild and Scenic Chattooga River and it’s blue ribbon waters, which were previously only 
accessible by in-stream anglers.  American Whitewater challenged the NEPA plan and decision, 
arguing boating access was not enough and Forest Watch also intervened, and then 
subsequently argued that boating access was excessive. 
  
Forest and Regional early and robust engagement of communities of place and communities of 
interest over several years, were key to a complex final decision.  Consideration of many social 
issues, evaluation of seasonal water flow levels, multiple years of intensive actual use surveys, 
to determine timing and use, led to "finely threading the decision needle," BALANCING use 
among the multiple parties interests. 
 
Judge Harris, in 4th Circuit Court of Appeals, affirmed the decision of the lower court and stated 
that the “well rounded" NEPA document and final decision “carefully balanced wide ranging 
issues” regarding the soundness of the plan and final decision. 



 
In Louisiana, I, in part, due to serious safety issues, shooting near-misses, and hunter 
confrontation with law enforcement, proposed a ban of historical deer-dog hunting on the 
National Forest (2010 NEPA plan/decision).  After administrative appeal of the decision, I 
addressed the appeal issues raised and re-issued the NEPA plan/decision (2012).   
 
The NEPA plan and decision were twice litigated by Louisiana Sportsman Alliance.  Judge Dee 
Drell dismissed the initial lawsuit in 2012. The Louisiana Sportsman (and hunters) brought a 
second lawsuit in 2017 to the 5th Circuit Court of Appeals, where Judge Drell ruled in summary 
judgement review, based on the administrative record. 
 
Judge Dee Drell  affirmed the NEPA plan and decision in 2012; and again in 2018, when he 
decided to hear a second challenge (explaining that he was inclined to do so, because the case 
was so “unusual’).  Ultimately, in the second 2018 lawsuit, Judge Drell Dismissed the case “With 
Prejudice," re-affirming the SOUNDNESS of the administrative record and decision. 
 
A commonality of these cases/decisions is the robust and purposeful engagement of those 
affected, in striving for a balanced decision, that would stand the test of legal challenges. 
 
(Much has been said about the urgency of HCP.  Do not mistake the urgent for the important). 
One can make mistakes when you hurry.  Healthy Leadership is Incorporating Learning from 
mistakes and continuing on. 
In the words of Basketball Coach John Wooden,  ”BE  Quick, DON’T  Hurry." 
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From the desk of Milt Moran 
President, Cascade Timber Consulting, Inc. 

2/20/2024 
Oregon Board of Forestry Members,  
 
Mark Gourley and I would like to contribute several bullet points for your consideration regarding 
the proposed Habitat Conservation Plan by the Board of Forestry for Oregon State Forests, 
particularly the Tillamook State Forest. 
 
We are strong advocates for diversity in wildlife, aquatic and plant communities. We also 
support the use of our state forests as a resource for recreation, rural communities, and small 
businesses. We strongly believe that the protection and resiliency of our forests in Oregon, the 
productive soils, clean air and water they provide, are a product of active and dynamic forest 
management.  
 
 
Bullet Point #1: Tillamook State Forest and Swiss Needle Cast 
 
Tillamook State Forest is the epicenter of the foliage fungal disease Swiss Needle Cast, a native 
pathogen caused by Phaeocryptopus gaeumannii. Douglas-fir is the only host for P. 
gaeumannii. The Swiss Needle Cast Research Cooperative at Oregon State University was 
formed over twenty years ago by ODF state pathologist Alan Kanaskie, John Washburn of 
Simpson Timber Company, Dr. Bill Atkinson of Oregon State University, and Mark Gourley of 
Cascade Timber Consulting, Inc. The research cooperative includes public forest 
representatives from Oregon and Washington, forest scientists from Oregon, Washington and 
Canada, Canadian public forestry agencies, and private forest landowners from Oregon and 
Washington. This group researches the pathogenicity and biology of P. gaeumannii and its 
corresponding management approaches.  
 
The Swiss Needle Cast Research Cooperative findings and some of its observations are as 
follows:  
 

• Many Douglas-fir on the Tillamook State Forest below the age of twenty are dead or 
dying. Himalayan Blackberry (an invasive species), salmonberry, and ferns are lacing 
the dying and dead Douglas-fir. With wet heavy snow and ice events, entire young 
Douglas-Fir forests are breaking and collapsing. 

 

• Twenty to fifty-year-old Douglas-fir stands in the Tillamook State Forest have decreased 
in productivity. Some stands are not producing annual growth rings, with some missing 
up to eight years of annual increment. There has also been a documented decrease in 
the size of annual growth rings and shift in their composition. The amount of springwood 
is often less than twenty percent of the growth ring, and up to eighty percent is 
summerwood. Summerwood growth stores less water, making trees more vulnerable to 
landscape wildfire events and drought-induced mortality.  

 

• Numerous Douglas-fir trees above the age of eighty years are dead, particularly 
surrounding Hebo, OR. These dead trees become explosive “Roman candle fireworks" 
during wildfires. Furthermore, they no longer provide deep leaf canopies, lichens, and 
mosses that previously supported nesting sites for both marbled murrelets and spotted 
owls. During tours of the Tillamook State Forest, public agency forest pathologists were 
frustrated that they were not included in discussions regarding endangered species 
habitat set asides on public forests. Many public agency wildlife biologists were not 
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aware of the prevalence of older dead Douglas-fir when establishing wildlife habitat set 
asides. 

 

• As documented by Oregon Department of Forestry staff, Douglas-fir trees in riparian 
areas that should be growing as Site I trees are now growing as Site IV trees. The 
chance for these Douglas-fir to contribute large woody debris for stream structure and 
function is now unlikely. Future habitat for Coho, trout, Chinook, and salamanders in 
these riparian areas will diminish.  

 
Research by the Vegetation Management Research Cooperative (OSU) over the last 20 years 
has shown that plant species including salmonberry, ferns, salal and invasive weeds store many 
times less carbon than conifer forests of the same age. In the absence of active forest 
management, landscape fires and conifer diseases such as Swiss Needle Cast are altering 
forest stands into brush and herbaceous dominated landscapes. Currently Oregon is a carbon 
neutral state, but the transition of mature forests into brush and weeds may shift our future 
carbon status to net positive. 
 
We have attached photos at the end of this document of a Swiss Needle Cast Tour we did 

twenty plus years ago on the Tillamook State Forest, illustrating the points in our letter regarding 

the devastating effects of this foliage disease on Douglas Fir forests. 

  
The last two pages of black and white photos were taken by the Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife employee, Woody Holderman. Woody passed away several years ago and was a good 
friend of Mark’s. He left him with several photos of stream and river cleaning he supervised in 
the Tillamook State Forest years after the Tillamook Burn. The stream cleaning was meant to 
enhance fish passage for Coho, Chinook, and Trout. Note the effects the Tillamook Burn had on 
riparian vegetation. 
 
 
Bullet Point #2: Funding for Oregon Department of Forestry 
 
With the proposed Habitat Conservation Plan, harvest from state forests will drastically 
decrease, causing a reduction in revenue and funding for multiple programs. The Tillamook 
State Forest, among other state forests, will likely be forced to lay off forest management and 
administrative staff. This represents a great loss, as these staff members are trained to provide 
administrative infrastructure in case of a landscape wildfire. They also administer initial attack 
when wildfire breaks out. The lack of harvest revenue introduces a funding gap for resources 
such as aircraft, fire engines, chainsaws, bulldozers, hoses, hand tools and labor crews with the 
necessary training to suppress wildfire.  
 
Additionally, harvest produces funding for infrastructure improvement and development. Road 
infrastructure is very much needed for fire access and protection, recreation, and forest 
management activity. 
 
The Tillamook State Forest in particular, is susceptible to significant rainfall and flooding events 
every ten to fifteen years. More than a decade ago many bridges and roadside culverts were no 
longer functioning and had to be replaced. The cost of repair was in the hundreds of thousands 
of dollars.  
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Bullet Point #3: Fire History and Tillamook State Forest  
 
The Tillamook State Forest has a long history of landscape wildfires including the Tillamook 
Burn and the Hebo Burn from 1933 through 1951. The Tillamook fire began on August 14, 1933 
in Forest Grove, when temperatures reached 104o F with a humidity of 20%. These extreme 
conditions are likely to occur again in today’s climate. Without active and dynamic forest 
management, overstocked forest stands are prime candidates for explosive landscape fires. 
Managed, thinned stands throughout the western United States fared much better during 
catastrophic fire events. Low density managed stands also serve as defensible places for 
firefighting personnel.  
 
Landscape wildfires kill endangered wildlife species, reduce forage for large ungulates, reduce 
large woody structures in streams and rivers, and decrease habitat for pollinators, salamanders, 
and river beavers.  
 
Smoke in large communities like Portland will become much more common and long-lasting. 
Hospitals will need more rooms and staffing for those with constant smoke exposure. Wildfire 
smoke is a health hazard not only to wildland fire fighters but to the public as well. The 
Tillamook State Forest is ripe for a landscape wildfire event. Rural coastal communities and 
large cities like Portland (only fifty miles away) will experience more smoke intrusions in the 
future. 
 
More pressing still is the reality that following devastating wildfire, many areas lack the 
resources to rebuild and recover. The communities that are most susceptible are often low-
income rural communities. The devastation in these regions has the potential to be long lasting, 
influencing multiple generations.  
 
 
Bullet Point #4: Community Economic Impact  
 
The current Private Forestry Accord is projected to reduce the Oregon forest harvest level by 60 
million board feet. The proposed Habitat Conservation Plan Oregon poses an additional loss of 
60 - 80 million board feet from harvest on Oregon state forests. One plywood manufacturing 
facility uses 35-40 million board feet annually. One sawmill uses 90 million board feet annually. 
Between the Private Forestry Accord and the proposed Habitat Conservation Plan we expect 6 
to 10 manufacturing facilities will shut down in Oregon.  
 
Shutdowns like these have devastating effects on Oregon’s rural communities. With the recent 
shut down of the Hampton Lumber mill in Banks Oregon, 58 well-paying jobs were lost. 
Hampton Lumber in Banks, Oregon supported the community of Banks with its payroll to its 
employees and through property tax payments which help fund school districts, fire protection 
and public works. The state of Oregon should embrace and support these communities. 
 
Does the proposed Habitat Conservation Plan consider the economic impact on our rural 
communities? Are we going to import wood to support the increasing demand for housing and 
commercial buildings? Not only does that remove domestic income, but it introduces timber 
from regions that do not have the sustainable forest management policies that we do.  
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Bullet Point #5: Closing Thoughts  
 
With the loss of active and dynamic forest management due to the proposed Habitat 
Conservation Plan, overstocked and diseased forests will burn. Landscape wildfire will 
devastate our coastal forests and coastal rural communities much like the Tillamook Burn of 
1933 did. As foresters who have worked in this region for decades, we know that with the 
proposed Habitat Conservation Plan and lack of management, the Tillamook State Forest will 
burn again.  
 
The Oregon Board of Forestry and the governing bodies for the state of Oregon must consider 
the impact of the health of our forests, the health of our rural communities and consequences of 
the proposed Habitat Conservation Plan for the entire state of Oregon. 
 
Karla, thank you for allowing us to share our thoughts with you! 
 

Very best regards, 

 

Milt Moran 

President, Cascade Timber Consulting, Inc. 

 

And 

 

Mark Gourley 

Forester, Cascade Timber Consulting, Inc. 

 















 

Clatsop County 
Board of Commissioners 

 

 

March 4, 2024    

 

To:  Cal Mukumoto, State Forester, Oregon Department of Forestry 

  Oregon Board of Forestry Members 

  Federal Services Representatives 

 

From:  Clatsop County Board of Commissioners 

 

Subject: DRAFT WESTERN OREGON STATE FOREST HABITAT CONSERVATION PLAN   

  (HCP) – COUNTY REQUEST FOR NEW EIS AND PUBLIC COMMENT PROCESS 

 

The Clatsop County Board of Commissioners has been unanimous in support of an HCP for the 

western Oregon state forests; and has repeatedly requested the Department of Forestry actively 

engage with local public officials and District forestry staff to develop a balanced, equitable, fair, 

and legally defensible HCP that serves environmental, economic and social interests. 

 

It is our understanding, based on publicly available information, that substantive changes have 

been made to the underlying data and assumptions used to formulate the current draft HCP.  

Based on publicly available information, we are of the opinion the modifications (in-total) are 

substantive enough to warrant another draft EIS and public comment process. 

 

Although not a complete representation, the following highlights some of the changes that have 

occurred since the original release of the draft HCP: 

 

• The Red Tree Vole has been determined to not warrant additional protections as a covered 

species.  This impacts the no action alternative, where it was assumed that starting in 2023, 

there would be a significant rise in covered species primarily as a result of the Spotted Owl 

and Red Tree Vole.  This has already proven to not be the case and instead of additional 

acres being encumbered by threatened and endangered species there are actually 

opportunities to free up already encumbered acres having the reverse affect of the 

assumptions made in the no action alternative. 

• New models have been subsequently established, with new outputs.  The new models have 

effectively changed the volume for harvest across all the alternatives.  The lower volume 

estimates increase the social and economic impacts – beyond what was captured in the 

original draft HCP. 

o The downward volume adjustments were not equally applied across all alternatives, 

as the various alternatives had harvest occurring at different ages and the age of 

harvest was one of the changes to the model.  This impacts how the harvest units 
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were chosen; thus, changing the environmental impacts within individual 

watersheds and across the Districts. 

o Assumptions listed with modeling results make it clear that key pieces of 

information that will dramatically change the numbers are still outstanding.  Of 

most importance among them being a change in available acres within the non-HCA 

areas.  This will increase the social impact to these areas specific to alternatives with 

HCAs.   

• New models show that the 70-year commitment to existing habitat has already been met.  

This information should have informed options whereby habitat acreage could be removed 

from the models and the economic impacts on ODF and local taxing jurisdictions 

minimized. 

• ODF is struggling to achieve the lower volumes within the new model outputs.  Model outputs 

depend on extensive harvests within the HCAs for the first thirty (30) years.  Planned 

harvest to date do not show this increased harvest within the HCAs.  Assurances in public 

meetings have been made that “sometime” in the next few years harvests will dramatically 

increase, but no evidence of this has been shown to date. 

• ODF is on the record stating the geo-region model that was used for the original model is not 

viable. 

• New Stream data from the Private Forest Accord indicates the underlying data used for the 

HCP is no longer accurate, nor represents the best available science.  This data could alter 

the stream buffers, which impacts the overall landscape dedicated to conservation vs. 

production. 

• Oregon Department of Forestry is on record stating the HCP will impact the solvency of the 

state agency.  Alternative funding sources, approved by the legislature, will be required to 

pay for general operating expenses (formerly paid by timber revenue). 

o This changes how ODF funding is described in Chapter 9. 

o This also impacts the analysis of social impact, due to the opportunity cost of a State 

General Fund bailout.  Dedication of state discretionary revenues (General Fund) 

will reduce revenues available for other priority services and service levels (i.e. 

housing, homelessness, addiction treatment, public safety, etc.). 

o Chapter 9 currently states ODF is primarily funded by timber sales.  It further 

describes that to fully implement the HCP will only take around seven (7) full time 

staff.  However, this ignores all of the staff that is laying out, administering, and 

replanting timber sales.  The seven staff cannot be paid without these other staff 

members doing their job.  These staff members are all specialists and not field 

personnel.  The work on the HCP will be performed in the field and not in the office.  

Therefore, it will require more than the noted staff compliment. 

o Without showing the funding for the HCP, the Department of Forestry is not meeting 

a key requirement of all HCPs. 

• ODF is pursuing an HCP through the Forest Resource Unit that will cover Coho.  This HCP may 

be completed prior to the Northwest Oregon State Forest Plan and will likely have 

significantly lower cost. 

• ODF should have a new inventory that will change the numbers related to volume and habitat 

across the entire plan area (is overdue for completion).  The HCP should be informed by the 

most recent data available. 

• Multiple additional changes have been insinuated in public meetings since the release of the 

last public draft. 



• Additional issues that are not covered by the modeling scenarios that are greatly weighted 

towards the Non-HCA areas of the landscape. 

o Property line issues 

o Scenic Highways 

o In-operable areas (access restricted) 

 

The entire HCP process is intended to thoughtfully consider a range of costs/benefits and balance 

environmental, economic and social concerns.  As the underlying data and assumptions have been 

substantially modified, the Clatsop County Board of Commissioners respectfully requests a new 

EIS and public comment process.  The Board of Commissioners are committed to an HCP, but are 

unwavering in our commitment to a plan that is balanced, equitable, fair and legally defensible. 

Please consider our request for a new EIS and public comment process. 

Respectfully, 

 

Mark Kujala, Chair 

Clatsop County Board of Commissioners 
 



 

TINA KOTEK 

GOVERNOR 
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March 5, 2024 
 
 
Oregon Board of Forestry 
Jim Kelly, Chair 
Liz Agpaoa, Member 
Karla Chambers, Member 

Ben Deumling, Member 
Chandra Ferrari, Member 
Joe Justice, Member 
Brenda McComb, Member

RE:  Westside Forest Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP)  
 
Dear Members of the Board: 
 
This is certainly a difficult week for each of you serving on the Board as you decide whether the State 
Forester should finalize and submit the proposed HCP for Oregon’s westside forests.  After years of 
controversy, complex considerations, and hours of contentious meetings, there is no clear consensus on the 
pathway forward.  Sometimes this posture is simply where tough decisions reside, and the best that can be 
done is to make a decision and move forward.  I believe this is one of those moments.  Regardless of your 
position on this issue, I want to thank you for your service and continued work.  
 
Parallel with your work on the HCP itself, my office has followed through on the commitment I made last 
April to investigate whether and how we might alleviate the fiscal impact to Trust Land Counties from 
reduced harvest levels anticipated under an HCP.  That work with representatives of the counties continues, 
but I want you to know that I see a viable pathway forward to address the estimated reduction in timber 
receipts that would result from implementing the anticipated HCP.  Should the HCP go forward at your 
direction, I am committed to continuing this work with the expectation of bringing a proposal to the 2025 
legislative session to permanently address the estimated shortfall.  
 
To be clear, I also understand addressing the projected shortfall in direct payments does not mitigate the 
indirect economic impacts that may also result from harvest reductions on state-owned forests along with a 
host of other causes.  While this has not been the focus of our ongoing conversations with the county 
representatives, I am interested in working with those who are interested to discuss ideas for addressing this 
challenge as well.  
 
Again, thank you for your time, patience, and persistence as a member of the Board of Forestry. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Governor Tina Kotek 
 
cc: State Forester Cal Mukumoto, Oregon Department of Forestry 
 Geoff Huntington, Senior Natural Resources Policy Advisor, Governor’s Office 
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March 1, 2024 

 

Via Email: boardofforestry@odf.oregon.gov  

 

ODF Board Support Office 

2600 State Street 

Salem, OR 97310 

 

 

RE: March 2024 Board of Forestry Meeting Written Comments – Agenda Item 7 

 

Chair Kelly and Board of Forestry Members: 

 

I am writing on behalf of Hampton Lumber to strongly urge you to reject the recommendation in 

the staff report for Agenda Item 7. The Board should instead direct Oregon Department of Forestry 

(ODF) staff to amend the draft Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) to increase harvest levels and 

improve economic outcomes while protecting sensitive species and clean water.    

 

You have repeatedly heard from Oregonians across the state about their concerns over the impacts 

the HCP will have on rural communities and the wood products industry. We feel that there is only 

one acceptable choice – make the necessary changes to the draft HCP to balance conservation 

goals with social and economic outcomes.  There are many ways to do this without negative 

consequences to the covered species.   

 

The proposed HCP will cost the counties billions of dollars in direct and indirect revenues over 

the next 70 years and drastically reduce timber supply in Northwest Oregon for generations. Any 

plan that results in a 34% reduction in timber harvests and thousands of lost jobs is bad public 

policy and bad for rural Oregon.  

 

We have heard some people refer to this draft as a “compromise”. As reported on February 26, 

2024, by The Daily Astorian, “I’ve heard from the conservationists that they think this is a good 

plan and they can support it. The other, more prominent view is that I’m hearing largely that we 

need an HCP, but just not this HCP,” Mukumoto said, adding that he’s taking both views into 

consideration as he prepares a recommendation. A compromise is when both parties have to make 

concessions the outcome lies somewhere in the middle. It is clear that this is a one-sided plan and 

that those asking for a balance have been ignored -- full stop.   

 

It is truly a disservice to Oregonians to have listened to their outpouring of concerns for years to 

conclude that no changes are warranted. There are numerous amendments ODF could make to the 

draft HCP that would bring much needed improvements without jeopardizing the likelihood of the 

HCP being approved by the Federal Services or significantly delaying the process. For ODF and 

the Board to ignore those options and heartfelt pleas is extremely discouraging.  

mailto:boardofforestry@odf.oregon.gov
https://www.dailyastorian.com/news/local/decision-nears-on-habitat-conservation-plan/article_a8139172-d2af-11ee-bc57-4be169f251a8.html


You have the option to reject this recommendation and direct staff to amend the draft HCP to 

improve harvest and economic outcomes. We ask you to do so.   

 

Respectfully, 

 

 
 

Laura Wilkeson 

State Forest Policy Director 

Hampton Lumber 

 

 

  



 
March 1, 2024 
Submitted to boardofforestry@odf.oregon.gov. 
 
RE: Board of Forestry March 7 Agenda item 7. State Forester Recommendation Regarding State Forest draft Habitat 
Conservation Plan for Western Oregon. 
 
Please see below 1,061 names of Oregonians who have sent letters to the Oregon Department of Forestry and the 
Oregon Board of Forestry urging for better balance in the Western Oregon State Forests Habitat Conservation Plan. A 
summary of their comments can be found below.  
 

 The current draft HCP falls significantly short of reaching the twin goals on which the plan was advanced: 
improving both conservation and economic outcomes on state forestlands.  

 It sacrifices rural Oregon communities – jobs and dollars needed to support local services -- in the effort to 
protect the spotted owl and other threatened species. 

 We already know so-called set-aside “solutions” proposed within this plan don’t work to save the spotted owl, 
but we do know they cost jobs. 

 The plan sets aside 55% of forestland for habitat, leaving less than half of the forest for active management. No 
other HCP on the West Coast requires this much land to be set aside for habitat.  

 Putting huge swaths of forestlands off limits to harvest or other activities hurts nearby communities 
considerably and creates unhealthy forests that contribute to catastrophic megafires. 

 The Oregon Board of Forestry advanced a Habitat Conservation Plan based on inaccurate data — data that over 
projected state timber harvest by more than 30%. We now know this decision will unnecessarily cost timber 
dependent counties millions of dollars in lost revenue every year.  

 The reduced harvest levels will also require the Legislature allocate up to $30 million per biennium in General 
Fund dollars to subsidize the Department’s operating budget – which has always been sustainably self-funded 
through timber revenue.  

 Please send the Habitat Conservation Plan back to the drawing board to achieve a better balance of 
conservation AND economic outcomes. 

 
 
We ask that you please hear their request and vote NOT to advance the current draft HCP.  
 
 
Sara Duncan 
Oregon Forests Forever 
 
Oregon Forests Forever is growing statewide coalition of individuals, organizations and businesses – led by the Oregon Forest 
Industries Council — who support active, sustainable management of Oregon’s forests. 
 
  



 
First Name Last Name City State 
Jon Williams Phoenix OR 
Dan Connolly Springfield OR 
Beverly Lousignont La Grande OR 
Karen Lackner Lyons OR 
Chris Lawrence Eagle Point OR 
Joel Lea Coos Bay OR 
Marilyn Knox Portland OR 
Lary Mckee Gervais OR 
Linda Jensen Mapleton OR 
Richard Ackerman Stayton OR 
Melissa Fullerton Summerville OR 
Judith Mosteller Portland OR 
Rick Kriege Prineville OR 
Russell E gallup Grants Pass OR 
Steve Courtney John Day OR 
Jen Hamaker Springfield OR 
Toni Gibbons Canyonville OR 
Marlene Acker Nehalem OR 
Karen Edmonds Meacham OR 
Michael Terbush North Plains OR 
Bruce Zuber Gold Beach OR 
B.C. Shelby Portland OR 
Michael Halloran Salem OR 
Thane Beers Swisshome OR 
Stephen Brock Eugene OR 
John Mcmurtray Saint Helens OR 
Therese Macgregor Central Point OR 
Edwin Cohcran Dairy OR 
David D. Hunter Forest Grove OR 
Sherri  Knothe  Mcminnville OR 
Nicholas Martin Philomath OR 
Debra Nelson  Bonanza OR 
Richard Hammer Gresham OR 
Caleb Brown Lebanon OR 
Ruby Garmyn Redmond OR 
Gary Whitaker Monmouth OR 
Lise Hull Bandon OR 
Capt Brad Fry Rogue River OR 
Judith Friend Portland OR 
Fred Williams Astoria OR 
Troy Adamson  Gold Hill OR 



 
Carol  Lometo  Monmouth OR 
Jim Nylund Springfield OR 
Chris Silbernagel La Grande OR 
Eric Bufka Dallas OR 
Barbara Rhoads   
Teri Leeper Taylor Klamath Falls OR 

Sandra Smith Kalispell MT 
Rob Vance Portland OR 
Thomas Hardesty Coquille OR 
Kathleen Adamson Mcminnville OR 
Theresa Bowen Dundee OR 
Jerome Lackner Lyons OR 
Sue/Stephen May Salem OR 
Brad Rhoades Klamath Falls OR 
Sharon Dinger Haines OR 
Avis Engle Medford OR 
Judith Seltzer Grants Pass OR 
John Fullerton Summerville OR 
John Kendall Cornelius OR 
Morgan Mcnaughtan Salem OR 
Edward Cole Canby OR 
George Prummer Coquille OR 
David Officer Lake Oswego OR 
Craig Sherlund Idleyld Park OR 
Donald Wirth Tangent OR 
David Desau Neskowin OR 
Tenee Clark Lincoln City OR 
Sydney Layton Hillsboro OR 
Connor Amundsen-Kuester Corvallis OR 
Gayla Fairbanks Sparks O Brien OR 
Jennifer Miller Sheridan OR 
Paulette Tatum Beaverton OR 
Jean Troudt Portland OR 
Anna Morrison Florence OR 
Stan Turnidge Amity OR 
Gary Strean Molalla OR 
Michael Roscoe Bend OR 
Dwight Haley Lebanon OR 
Collin Edwards Sublimity OR 
Larry Spielbusch Sutherlin OR 
Allen Iverson Jacksonville OR 
Minden Tooze Portland OR 



 
Vel Strahota   
Michelle Paul Medford OR 

Kathy Heitz Baker City OR 
Eddie  Donovan  Springfield OR 
Jackie Herring Jr. Sisters OR 
Karin Grano Wilsonville OR 
Chris Johnson Bend OR 
Ronald Paul Housley Newport OR 
Megan Vanderpool Drain OR 
Becky Waage Portland OR 
Kelly Klempel Creswell OR 
Ronald  Jellison  Eugene OR 
Ralph Wiley Medford OR 
Thomas Hardesty Coquille OR 
Dave Drago Blachly OR 
Jim  Benvie Springfield OR 
Steven Kupillas Toledo OR 
Brad Rhoades Klamath Falls OR 
Kevin Clark Salem OR 
Michael Smith Coos Bay OR 
Tyler Mclaughlin Tillamook OR 
Don Clark Bend OR 
Carl Hill Nyssa OR 
Bette Schiedler Albany OR 
Stephen Armstrong Grants Pass OR 
Jennifer Johnson Toledo OR 
John Ware Grants Pass OR 
Martha Thomas Oregon City OR 
Joseph Powell Ashland OR 
Ken Goode Salem OR 
John Bonnar Yachats OR 
Erik Colville Salem OR 
Cindy Smith Vida OR 
Gary Harris Banks OR 
Ellie  Hilger Bay City OR 
Melissa Hathaway Portland OR 
Patricia  Engelmann Springfield OR 
Carly Baker Keizer OR 
Debbie Stanton Portland OR 
Clinton Bailey Hebo OR 
Deborah Lackowitz Canby OR 
William Lovelace Grants Pass OR 



 
Patty Gooderham La Grande OR 
Lavonne Bailey Albany OR 
Ulrich Lau Bandon OR 
Jerry Chetock Salem OR 
Susan Hanson Portland OR 
Robert Cotton Saint Helens OR 
James Sawtell Sandy OR 
Lorene Percigo Cave Junction OR 
Pat Harrington  Salem OR 
Sharla Moffett Portland OR 
Shawn Coreson Jefferson OR 
Trevor  Trimble Glide OR 
Fauna-June Fauth Cloverdale OR 
Kenneth Jelmeland Newberg OR 
John Ganzer Mcminnville OR 
Stephany Johnson Lebanon OR 
Ed  Heilman Oregon City OR 
Chad Smith Vida OR 
Bill Ocumpaugh Oakland OR 
William  Hales Coquille OR 
Karin Grano Wilsonville OR 
Clarence Cullop Medford OR 
John Novak Prineville OR 
William Lynn Oregon City OR 
Jeff Bunnell North bend OR 
James Adkins West Linn OR 
Heather  Johnson Enterprise OR 
Susan Thomason  Bend OR 
Joe Milot Coquille OR 
Neila Whitney Molalla OR 
David Gerstmann Portland OR 
Cheryl  Knight Clatskanie OR 
Leslie Smizer Salem OR 
Lee Hohman Bend OR 
Barbara Smith Medford OR 
Gary Blanchard Corvallis OR 
Khayla Sheldon Tillamook OR 
Sheila Mcneil Springfield OR 
Claire Shepherd Azalea OR 
Linda Peacock Brookings OR 
Sheldon  Ziegler  Jacksonville OR 
Helen  Kanode  Monmouth OR 



 
Paul Quattrocchi Mcminnville OR 
Robert Hosack Lebanon OR 
Maria Morrow Redmond OR 
Mark Heimburger Roseburg OR 
Shirley Benson Wilsonville OR 
Bruce Rodabaugh Portland OR 
John Womelsdorf Central Point OR 
Gerald Waters Gresham OR 
Keith  Green  Salem OR 
Casey  Storey  Oregon City OR 
Quincy Powers Eugene OR 
Scott Thorsgard Coos Bay OR 
Rich Ackerman Stayton OR 
Robert  Hargitt Oregon City OR 
Kenneth D Jones Burns OR 
Gary Linton Oregon City OR 
Debra Fromdahl Roseburg OR 
Bruce Alber Portland OR 
Kristin Hiller Portland OR 
Ken  Bronson  Foster OR 
Louis Lorenzi-Prince Lincoln City OR 
Gayanne Bryant Gold Beach OR 
Bruce Kelling Medford OR 
Mary Oleman Newport OR 
Christine Hurd Beaverton OR 
Gary  Herge Troutdale OR 
George Patterson Salem OR 
Bradley Williams Wilsonville OR 
Michael Noyes Portland OR 
Dennis Chapman Cottage Grove OR 
Barbara Pieske Glide OR 
Karen Conner Bend OR 
Michael Lawrence Salem OR 
Lynette Hinkley Bend OR 
Nigel Bray Oregon City OR 
Leslee Ellis Independence OR 
Robin Bochsler Mount Angel OR 
Jake Thiemens Beaver OR 
Ruth Priebs Grants Pass OR 
Jeff Frank Stayton OR 
Henry Mendazona Powell Butte OR 
Deborah Swenson Tangent OR 



 
Mark Schneider Terrebonne OR 
Leslie Thies Enterprise OR 
Dave White Portland OR 
Daniel Radke Portland OR 
Raymond Grant Roseburg OR 
Bill Drewien  Medford OR 
Alexandria Flores Portland OR 
William Place Beaverton OR 
Holly Brandwen Waldport OR 
Kimberly  Parish  Grants Pass  OR 
David Kunert Tillamook OR 
Margaret  Nava Newberg OR 
Kevin Mccarthy Welches OR 
Troop Emonds Nehalem OR 
Dan Crittenden  Medford OR 
Jitsinee  Carpenter  Cottage Grove OR 
Donna Grubbs The Dalles  OR 
MARK Holland Silverton OR 
James Pierce Portland OR 
Brian Sparks Monmouth OR 
Catherine Mathistad Sandy OR 
Scott Timberlake Coos Bay OR 
Patti Kramer Williams OR 
Larissa Zgraggen Coos Bay OR 
Joseph Milot Coquille OR 
Marilyn Lamberson Salem OR 
Wayne Gooding Oregon City OR 
Don Anderson Lebanon OR 
Mark Jones Newport OR 
Nick Cates Monmouth OR 
Merrie-Jo Rodriguez Winston OR 
John Meek Hillsboro OR 
Dick Beers Eugene OR 
Mark Scott Portland OR 
Ramona Breeden Merlin OR 
Jody Himber Springfield OR 
Samantha Hall Gold Hill OR 
Carol Lofgren North Plains OR 
Tom Lawless Albany OR 
Barbara Bell Taylor Pacific  OR 
Karl Swanson Portland OR 
Linda Parker Hermiston OR 



 
Kenneth Swartout Newberg OR 
Daniel Olson Bend OR 
Leigh Aguilar Grants Pass OR 
Harold Still  Redmond OR 
Robert Porterfield Eugene OR 
Richard  Ziegler  Coos Bay OR 
Clark Nelson Lake Oswego OR 
Dan Grimm  Mcminnville OR 
Greg Lambert Prineville OR 
Jay Hendricksen Mapleton OR 
Daniel Robertson Coos Bay, Oregon OR 
Tom Romanowski Monmouth OR 
David Gould North Bend OR 
Michelle Patricia Patterson West Linn OR 
Dawn Nelson Florence OR 
Pamela Goad Cottage Grove OR 
Susan Slocum-Webb Eugene OR 
Gerald Palanuk Sweet Home OR 
Larry Mclaughlin Oregon City OR 
Mary Kinslow Canby OR 
Kathy Kalina Albany OR 
Sara Duncan   
Sara Duncan Lake Oswego OR 
Tj Kohler Klamath Falls OR 

Jared Browning   
Tyler Robbins   
Carolyn Reynolds Estacada OR 

Bryan Train   
John Hoshall Gales Creek OR 
David Kunert   
David Tooze Portland OR 

Greg Roberson   
Stephen Albrechtsen Nehalem OR 

Cynthia Grelck Warrenton OR 
Susan Yraguen Winchester OR 

Mylisa Holland Silverton OR 
Cristy Rein Clackamas OR 
Gregory Smith Medford OR 
Michael Blanck Roseburg OR 
Phillip Gerstner Keizer OR 
John Steen, Ph.D Tillamook OR 
Mark Vanderzanden Banks OR 



 
Jeff Davis Salem OR 
Jonah Kimmes Salem OR 
Kevin Horace Beavercreek OR 
Janay Trimble   
Wayne Schmotzer Bend OR 
Kevin Clark Salem OR 
Tyson Pedracini La Grande OR 

Dominic Aiello Hillsboro OR 
Jeffrey Snyder Mount Hood-Parkdale OR 
Tony White Mount Hood Parkdale OR 
Wes Johnson Seaside OR 
Wanda Dornik LA Pine OR 
Matt Evensen   
James Hepler Silverton OR 
Casey Kramer Toledo OR 
Bill Sweeney Bend OR 

Arlen Emmert Sweet Home OR 
Linda Burroughs Linda Burroughs Brookings OR 
Kelly Hafer Scio OR 
Diane Pine Newberg OR 
Dan Walsh Troutdale OR 
Cory Pederson Seaside OR 
Herbert Morrow Terrebonne OR 
Edwin Coates Gilchrist OR 
Luke Hiller Portland OR 
Mark Harvey Tillamook OR 
Kathleen Phelan Salem OR 
Jeanette Figueroa Salem OR 
Diane Morava Eagle Point OR 
Ken Adams Stayton OR 
Robert Rumzie Medford OR 
Sara Burchell Eugene OR 
Tom Burchell Eugene OR 
Gregory Moniz Canyonville OR 
Amanda Oyama Pendleton OR 
Jessica Sickels Tillamook OR 
Chad Calderwood Sweet Home OR 
Cindy Oxley Dundee OR 
Jakob Allen Portland OR 
Robert Mahon Philomath OR 
Pamela Pierce Forest Grove OR 
Janice Spiger Banks OR 



 
Melissa Hall Welches OR 
Sharon Foley Bandon OR 
Leslie Zacher Vancouver WA 
Kathleen Babart Gleneden Beach OR 
Brenda Sanchez Lebanon OR 
Scott Sutton Kimberly OR 
Harrison Tibbetts Cottage Grove OR 
Janet Pace Mcminnville OR 
Lara Million   
Gary Rose Florence OR 
Ronda Prewitt Springfield OR 
Cristina Blaser   
Christopher  Tippets  Klamath Falls OR 
Robert Williams Cottage Grove OR 
Tere Galligan Depoe Bay OR 

Colleen Sharp Merrill OR 
Starla Becker-Tillinghast Scio OR 
Beverly Valdez Medford OR 
Lari Werner Coos Bay OR 

Annette Brooks-Flatt Toledo OR 
Mary Ann Brandon Warrenton OR 
Tim Mathiason Salem OR 
Natasha Morton Yachats OR 
Helen Guillory Roseburg OR 
Christopher Glynn Beaverton OR 
Muriel Allen Salem OR 
Terrie Flath Klamath Falls OR 
David Keyser Mcminnville OR 
Chris Debrito Silverton OR 
Robert Boitano Sandy OR 
Carey Stacey Tillamook OR 
Teena Davis Medford OR 
Carmela Moreno Tillamook OR 
Sharon Dehart Florence OR 
Brent  Roberts Albany OR 
Shirley Walker Otis OR 
Cynthia Bennett Klamath Falls OR 
Eric Rogers Silverton OR 
Mike Mckibbin Tillamook OR 
Leah Saltzman Klamath Falls OR 
Angie Douma Wheeler OR 
Jeanette Dunham   



 
Claudia Long Klamath Falls OR 
Mary Anderson Klamath Falls OR 
Lamont Wolverton, Lincoln City OR 
Wendy Slibsager Netarts OR 
Wendy Slibsager Netarts OR 
KARI Simons Springfield OR 
Jeff Walton Salem OR 

Edward Seith Keizer OR 
Ralph Saperstein Portland OR 
Jeff Bunnell Coos Bay OR 
Robert Hargitt Oregon City OR 
Thomad Hecox Jr Seaside OR 
Lari Werner Coos Bay OR 
Heather Anthony Portland OR 
Cristy Rein Clackamas OR 
John Ward Klamath falls OR 
Mike Eliason West Linn OR 
Steven Dietrich Gresham OR 
Gary Blodgett Portland OR 
Hanse Gomes Gold Hill OR 
Alison Kingsberry Lebanon OR 
Brenda Toschik Klamath Falls OR 
Dean Glycenfer Portland OR 
Tammy Fleming Warrenton OR 
Ralph Saperstein Wilsonville OR 
Steve Pugh Talent OR 
Mary Mcgilvra Portland OR 
Mike Fimbres Grants Pass OR 
Todd Miller Portland OR 
Gail Hybl Medeiros Portland OR 
Randal Baker Clatskanie OR 
Phil  Buell  Depoe Bay OR 
Danielle Smith Beaverton OR 
Deward Hext The Dalles OR 
Susan Glarum Cannon Beach OR 
Lou Wolf Eagle Creek OR 
Connie Ronda Medford OR 
Lisa Basalto Salem OR 
Bill Hales Coquille OR 
Janis Hancock Eugene OR 
Jim Butterfield Cornelius OR 
Elnora Marlow Irrigon OR 



 
Cynthia  Alden Portland  OR 
Susi Brooks Salem OR 
Frank Sproul Salem OR 
Terry Matysak Happy Valley OR 
Rosemarie Berman Prineville OR 
Raeburn A Marshall Yachats OR 
Gayle Ware Eugene OR 
Barbara Korsmo Gresham OR 
Roland Buehler Myrtle Creek OR 
Amy Hunter Corvallis OR 
Robert Teran Tillamook OR 
Julianna Leach Springfield OR 
Marcel Liberge Grants Pass OR 
Taraza Lawrence Dallas OR 
Jerry Norris Roseburg OR 
Gerald  Fisher  Hillsboro  OR 
James Mchenry Lakeside OR 
Darlene Byard Chiloquin OR 
Scott Mahood Portland OR 
Jeff Walton Vernonia OR 
Ernest  Romero  Hillsboro OR 
Anita Parker Newberg OR 
David  Dean  Junction City OR 
Sharon  Buller Stayton OR 
Mike Brim Warrenton OR 
Kathleen Fisher Scappoose OR 
Brad Stevens Woodburn OR 
Michael Peterson Portland OR 
Annette Frank Dayton OR 
Patti Hoag Portland OR 
Silver Stormowl Central Point OR 
Bridget Shaw Portland OR 
Brenda Fisher Richland OR 
John Hawthorne  Creswell OR 
John Burritt Lebanon OR 
Leanne Boldenow Corvallis OR 
Mike Lee North Bend OR 
Lisa Brown Salem OR 
Logan Rutherford Junction City OR 
Lynn Rivas Junction City OR 
Wes Johnson Aumsville OR 
Barry Allan Colton OR 



 
Leon Kimsey Lyons OR 
Steve Lyublanovits  LA Pine OR 
Dave Davis Warrenton OR 
Heidi Kupitz Klamath Falls OR 
Dan Pinckard Tualatin OR 
Vanessa Lion Lake Oswego OR 
Susan Ellison Florence OR 
Gabriela Vega  Forest Grove OR 
Renee  Felsheim Coquille OR 
Kathy Derosa Klamath Falls OR 
Mark Heimburger Roseburg OR 
Mark Huff Pleasant Hill OR 
Katy Prewitt Portland OR 
Joseph West Bend OR 
Judy Pelletier Toledo OR 
Jerold  Larkin Baker City OR 
William Hancock Mcminnville OR 
Nevin Duplessis Salem OR 
Rebecca Fain Florence OR 
Jean Sampson Clatskanie OR 
Rick Olson Florence OR 
Yvonne Brod Portland OR 
Rich Weaver Milton Freewater OR 
Sally Mceldowney Myrtle Point OR 
Robert Ward Lebanon OR 
Jenny Akin Clatskanie OR 
Sandra  Nelson Beaverton OR 
Linda Barrett Bonanza OR 
Tony Lyons Siletz OR 
Herbert  Boyce Portland OR 
Brenda Blackburn Mill City OR 
Jill Case Junction City OR 
Ann E Hasse Marcola OR 
Laurie Balmuth Port Orford OR 
Laurie Balmuth Port Orford OR 
John Fordyce Salem OR 
Nora Zavala Redmond OR 
Terri Moffett Junction City OR 
Jeff Martin Harrisburg OR 
Jordan Robeson Roseburg OR 
Mark Abel Myrtle Creek OR 
Bradley  Schwake Sisters OR 



 
Darlene Casey Medford OR 
David W Robinson Salem OR 
Dlynn Williams Westfir OR 
Kevin Mcelwee Springfield OR 
Richard Blaker Turner OR 
Carl Hank Grants Pass OR 
Norma  Brown  Scio OR 
Thomas Price Toledo OR 
Joe Ward Canyonville OR 
Nola Train Coquille OR 
Anthony  Train Coquille OR 
Richard Gilkison Cottage Grove OR 
John  Stermer Saint Helens OR 
Stacey Bowman Harrisburg OR 
Dennis Vinson Astoria OR 
Michael Kline North Plains OR 
Kyle Jameson Grants Pass OR 
Anna  Briggs  Canby OR 
Steven Barnett Springfield OR 
Daniel Burrus Sr. Chiloquin OR 
Kim Lenahan Klamath Falls OR 
Sharrie  Ryan Scappoose OR 
Karen Scott Roseburg OR 
Frank Wildgrube Forest Grove OR 
Sue Christensen Cornelius OR 
Becky Harrison Silverton OR 
Michael Hager Sweet Home OR 
Lance Lesueur Klamath Falls OR 
David Gratke Portland OR 
Rachel, Tim Janzen Happy Valley OR 
Karen  Helgesen Gold Beach OR 
Michael  Hendricks  Medford OR 
Andrew Collson Saint Helens OR 
Jerry Mayhew Days Creek OR 
Jennifer Bach Tualatin OR 
Walter Beck Lakeview OR 
Colt Hunt Stayton OR 
Karen Neal Roseburg OR 
Donna Conner Keizer OR 
Mary Brown Saint Helens OR 
Ed Wyant Dallas OR 
Mike Baisley  Pendleton OR 



 
Lorenzo Pace Gold Beach OR 
Herbert  Morrow Terrebonne OR 
Catherine Propst Saint Helens OR 
Karen  Snowley  Portland OR 
Sue Diane Rosenbloom Beaverton OR 
Jim James Foster OR 
Dale Tittensor Mcminnville OR 
Monte Gingerich Corvallis OR 
Gary Ponder Bay City OR 
Yolanda Diperi Canby OR 
Deanna Graham Hermiston OR 
Robert Skeeter Springfield OR 
Rex Storm Cornelius OR 
Kevin  Maden Redmond OR 
Jeffrey Haag Junction City OR 
Terence Lamont La Grande OR 
Carmon Rainbolt Bonanza OR 
Jeff Henry Bend OR 
Tammy Stempel Atherton CA 
Robert Garcia Eugene OR 
James Bostock Veneta OR 
Debbie Compton Beaverton OR 
Jon Williams Phoenix OR 
Marnie  Jeffers Salem OR 
Stan Catherman Damascus OR 
Gayle Donahue Portland OR 
William Higby Albany OR 
Eva M Matthews Salem OR 
Tim Wikstrom  Winston OR 
Gregory Pruitt Grants Pass OR 
Margaret Ann Crowder Monmouth OR 
Verl Shields Lowell OR 
Bill Hansen Roseburg OR 
Devin Newstrand Keizer OR 
Calista Songstad Prineville OR 
Shelley  Marie  Terrebonne OR 
Melussa Scheaffer Terrebonne OR 
David D. Hunter Forest Grove OR 
David Dean Junction City OR 
Sharon  Matts Klamath Falls OR 
Emily Scott   
Jennifer Phillippi Selma OR 



 
Chris Silbernagel La Grande OR 
Gerald  Palanuk Sweet Home OR 
Jeffrey Snyder Mount Hood-Parkdale OR 
Irv Beeson Eugene OR 
John Ernst Gilchrist OR 
Robert Ingram Shedd OR 
Terry Garrelts Roseburg OR 

Marc Ellinger Estacada OR 
Rachel Janzen Happy Valley OR 
Steven Osborne Central Point OR 
Dr Sheila Mcneil Springfield OR 
Chris Freeman Arcata CA 
Rebecca Cowley Portland OR 
Matthew Sprague Newberg OR 
Ann Jenkins Jefferson OR 
Jeff Mallonee Gresham OR 
Dale Claassen Dallas OR 
Kyle Anderson Eugene OR 
Garrett Zinn Keizer OR 
Lisa Mellinger Scotts Mills OR 
Patty Dunn Warrenton OR 
Walter Kennick Independence OR 
Lucien Gunderman Mcminnville OR 
Cheryl Hamann Eugene OR 
Estella Kissell Coquille OR 
Judy Hixson Seaside OR 
Jack Leroy Central Point OR 
Paul Banas Depoe Bay OR 
Chad Murrow Sheridan OR 
Kat Bowes Junction City OR 
Don Silbernagel Sublimity OR 
Anita Gederos Lyons Coos Bay OR 
Patricia  Seltzer  Tillamook OR 
Steven Pettigrew DC Tualatin OR 
Mary Barrow Portland OR 
Michael  Podrybau  Salem OR 
Stephen Oder Corvallis OR 
Linda Craig La Pine OR 
Kirsten Ohm   
John New Portland OR 
Randal Baker Clatskanie OR 
Cristy Murray Oregon City OR 



 
Erica Cuesta Portland OR 
Sharon Davis Bend OR 
Lynda Countryman Molalla OR 
Edwin  Hanes  Salem OR 
Tod Jones Eugene OR 

Jacob  Huston  Portland OR 
Carl Hasting Seaside OR 
Becky Long Albany OR 
Terry Nelson Salem OR 
Kathy Carty Salem OR 
Spencer  Dilworth Hillsboro OR 
Muriel Byers Springfield OR 
Travis Galarneaux  Grants Pass OR 
Kreg Brandon Eugene OR 
Richard Dodge Eagle Point OR 
Nancy Moore Lincoln City OR 
Leslie Collar Lyons OR 
Marilyn L Kinman   
Daniel Olp The Dalles OR 
Jerry Erkenbeck   
Corey Piazza Canby OR 
Patricia Swanson Damascus OR 
Marilyn Beeson Brookings OR 
Kent Witham Springfield OR 
Marlene Mccord Beaverton OR 
Frank Wildgrube Forest Grove OR 

Ruth Anne Fackler  Estacada OR 
John Herring Albany OR 

Judy Grimsby Williams OR 
Robert Faulkner Shady Cove OR 
Michael Newell Oakland OR 
Brett Holcomb Talent OR 
Karen Larsen Lakeview OR 
Freda Cooley Klamath Falls OR 
Ronald Magoon Medford OR 
Russ Crum Chiloquin OR 
David Sigafoos Carlton OR 
Joann Endicott Molalla OR 
Rick Parham   
Marilyn  Vigoren  La Pine OR 
Tom Mccarty Trail OR 
Marsha Hansen Woodburn OR 



 
David Burns Lyons OR 
Laveeta Bailey   
Monte Gingerich   
Debbi  Weiler  Blodgett OR 
Sherry Wilson Keizer OR 

Douglas Baker Albany OR 
Amy Shahan Roseburg OR 
Barry Karjala Medford OR 
Kenneth Meyers Hillsboro OR 
Teresa Kuykendall Mill City OR 
Andrew Volesky Sandy OR 

Karen Meader Lyons OR 

Daphne Baxter Prineville OR 
Mailand King Cloverdale OR 
Sheree Mauro Keno OR 
Michael Martin Portland OR 
David Burton   
Denise Davis Grants Pass OR 
Gary  Hunt Roseburg OR 
Elizabeth Pitman Mcminnville OR 
Jim Marquardt Scappoose OR 
Raissa Cook Pendleton OR 
Sharon Smith Roseburg OR 
Tim Mitchell Lakeside OR 
William Jones Portland OR 
Staci Smith   
KÃ ren Neal   
Charles Hood Bend OR 
Lorraine Chevalier Grants Pass OR 
Royce Deardorff Myrtle Creek OR 
Dale  Stephens  Nyssa OR 
Richard Nick Rainier OR 
Cherol Langfield White City OR 
Seth Barnes Salem OR 
Bradley Jacobsen Rogue River OR 
John Peters West Linn OR 

Kari Frazier Bend OR 

Lorelei Vaughn   
Rosemary A Collom Veneta OR 
Russell Borck Dallas OR 
Brent Ohren Dallas OR 
Janet Breyer Bend OR 



 
Judy Kennedy Oregon City OR 
Lucinda Bogner Chiloquin OR 
Maritza Encinas Bend OR 
Cyndy Warner Lakeview OR 
Christian Watts Albany OR 
Megan Hudgeons Klamath Falls OR 

Thomas Maier Beavercreek OR 
Lisa Robison Roseburg OR 
Albert Morgan Halfway OR 
Gene Brown Lake Oswego OR 
L.B. Davis Redmond OR 
Mark Lee Albany OR 
Claudia Fowler Port Orford OR 
George Snodgrass   
John Fullerton Summerville OR 
Nolan Shefstad Clatskanie OR 
Charlie Radford Klamath Falls OR 
Caroline Dunston Portland OR 
Gail Woung Colton OR 
Terrie Larson Beaverton OR 
Lynn Henderson Gold Beach OR 
Linda Nored Springfield OR 
Elin Hayes Vernonia OR 
Troy Edmonds Portland OR 

Pamela Hoikka Summerville OR 
Virginia Oaxaca Jacksonville OR 
Randell  Snelling  Roseburg OR 
Bonnie Bingler   
Micheal Pierce Sherwood OR 
Clyde Tuttle Cottage Grove OR 
Charles Raley Willamina OR 
Jeremy Moore Mcminnville OR 
Janean Cookman Independence OR 
Ryan Mccray Grants Pass OR 
Gregg Garstka Newberg OR 
Samantha Taddei Rhododendron OR 
Claudia   Hardin Klamath Falls OR 
David Ehlers Philomath OR 
Glaphre Braswell   
Eric Lewis Roseburg OR 
Jeff Turnow Lafayette OR 
Jean Weber Portland OR 



 
Brandon Zgraggen Coos Bay OR 
Julie Alonso Oregon City OR 
Rich Alonso Oregon City OR 
Tomas Alonso Oregon City OR 
Loyce  Edwards  Cornelius OR 
Davina Youngberg Willamina OR 
Rachel Conley Yoncalla OR 
Kimberly  Guthrie  Oregon City OR 

Raill Sherry Redmond OR 
Chelsea Myers Echo OR 
Fay Hayes Brookings OR 
Jewell Halsey Banks OR 
Elena Durschlag Depoe Bay OR 
Michelle  Miller Harrington  Lincoln City OR 
Samantha Lyman   
Greg Durschlag Depoe Bay OR 
Ian O'Connor Saint Helens OR 
Deborah Anderson Bend OR 
Lou-Lou Lock Lyons OR 
Kammrella Mcquesten   
Richard Wininger   
Julio Fuentes-Rede Molalla OR 
Karthick Thangamani nadar Portland OR 
Katherine Black Gresham OR 
Julie Hubeny Yachats OR 
Dorothy Carstairs Happy Valley OR 

David Wolfgram Warrenton OR 
Shirley  Kluver Aumsville OR 
Carmella Blake   
Michael Hewitt Port Orford OR 
Gary Liebe Redmond OR 

Linda Goalder Reedsport OR 

Jenny Chism Roseburg OR 
Cynthia Hubner Florence OR 
Judy Pelletier Toledo OR 
Joedy Payne Dexter OR 
John Gradt Silverton OR 
Alan Smith Tualatin OR 
Michelle Chocktoot Hillsboro OR 
Wice Cindy Glendale OR 

Kathleen Vid Aumsville OR 
Ian O'Brien Portland OR 



 
Stacey Sibert Bend OR 
Susan Cope Rogue River OR 
Darin Kundert Springfield OR 
Steve Hedin Gaston OR 
Jeanene Brownell Salem OR 
Lena Smith Glendale OR 
Jeffrey Bryant Prairie City OR 
Kandi Parkinson Newberg OR 
James Morton Sweet Home OR 
Jesse Young Oakland OR 
Jennifer Harris Banks OR 
Aaron Cetina Elkton OR 
David  Williams  Monroe OR 
Jack Stern   
Janis Reiling Salem OR 
Kylee Beard   
Robin  Nygren  Albany OR 
Marisa Aieta Springfield OR 
Patricia Rossman Springfield OR 
Jerry Bachmann Brookings OR 
Betty Ledbetter Baker City OR 
Roger George Coquille OR 
Heather Marie Bend OR 
Russ Minten   
Michelle Bench Springfield OR 

Wendy Johnston   
Margaret Rockwell Sublimity OR 

Jeff Gates Eugene OR 
Steve Swanson Eugene OR 
Roxanna Grant Roseburg OR 
Matthew Starley Astoria OR 
George Roop Medford OR 
Julie Pace Portland OR 
JD Goins Myrtle Creek OR 
John Ivanoff   
Meredith  Goins Myrtle Creek OR 
Daniel Delay Astoria OR 

Kathleen Klar Portland OR 
Richard Osborne Eugene OR 
Bradley Reding North Plains OR 
Dan Daly Salem OR 
Lloyd Williams Athena OR 



 
Cindy Smith Vida OR 
Scott Walker Central Point OR 
James Hockett Veneta OR 
Brenda Wills Eugene OR 

Teresa Shelburne Dayton OR 
Randy Bonds Rainier OR 
William E Koskela Athena OR 
Patsy Hess Beaverton OR 
Bob Blackmore Lake Oswego OR 
Bert Van Riper Sutherlin OR 
Gerald Patrick Vernonia OR 
Sarah Krebs Ione OR 
Troy Lundstrom Mulino OR 
Tony Brooks Molalla OR 
Devera Lucia Umpqua OR 
Mark Ballman Grants Pass OR 
Nathan Ellis Monmouth OR 
Eric Mitchell Eugene OR 
Katherine Senger Scappoose OR 
Marcia Harris   
Dennis Jensen Myrtle Point OR 
Gwen Prohaska Sutherlin OR 
Robert Crawford Yamhill OR 
Linda Barrett Bonanza OR 
Richard Paulsen Warrenton OR 
Tina Rose   
Leonard Krug Brookings OR 
Bonnie Shively North Bend OR 
Adam Nickum White City OR 
Kathy Donegan Colton OR 
Jennifer Ausland Grants Pass OR 

Lindsay Johnston Eugene OR 
Steven Embree Prineville OR 
Curtis Bogan Sr. Beaverton OR 
Janet Lundberg Albany OR 
Gail Overgard Eugene OR 
Connie Muhlnickel Selma OR 

Charlotte Johnson   
Connie Hoskin Elgin OR 
Billie Brown Lebanon OR 
Elizabeth Mcdevitt Salem OR 
Debra Walter Stanfield OR 



 
Pamela Oliver North Bend OR 
Daniel Abel North Bend OR 
Nathan Hale Salem OR 
Don Stringer Roseburg OR 
Tim Shiel Gaston OR 
Dylan Bochsler Stayton OR 
Carl Holland Coos Bay OR 

Jeff Seeger   
Judy Gonzales Yoncalla OR 
Katie Zolezzi   
Rose Estes Waldport OR 
Gary Cavener Oregon City OR 
Devon Johnson Winchester OR 
Kelly Mcdonald Amity OR 
Jared Cubbage Rainier OR 
Brian Caille Portland OR 
Samuel Schreiner Hillsboro OR 
William Sanning   
June Bowditch-Rieger Lowell OR 

Kathy Simms Eugene OR 
Jamie Reich Roseburg OR 

Noel Crabtree Tillamook OR 
Edith Curtis Portland OR 
Kenneth Stewart- Springfield OR 
Amy Schrader Dallas OR 
Lori Proctor Myrtle Creek OR 
Connie Murphy Grants Pass OR 
Robert Ackerman   
K Childs   
Brent Mitchell Medford OR 
Tom Mcewen LA Pine OR 
Nancy M. Mendoza Stanfield OR 
Susan Northern Stayton OR 
Gail Oliver Brightwood OR 
Carol Reynolds Estacada OR 
Thomas Bradley Portland OR 
Juan Marin Gresham OR 
Jamie Potter Sunriver OR 
Gail Rosenquist Salem OR 

Sharon Matts Klamath falls  OR 

Sandra  House  Klamath Falls  OR 
Sharon Gibbons Brownsville OR 



 
Ronald  Thies Enterprise  OR 
Johnce Loveless Eagle Point OR 
Angela Nelson Eagle point OR 
Brad Cleaveland Oakland OR 
Donald Bowen Elmira  OR 
Greg  Miller  Coos Bay OR 
John Beitel  Stayton OR 
Sharon Waterman Bandon OR 
Gary Strean Molalla OR 
Laurie Fisher Tigard OR 
Heidi Geschwill Woodburn OR 
Julie Moran Stayton OR 
Wayne Cook Roseburg OR 
Brandon Epling Cornelius OR 
Kathryn Godfrey Independence OR 
Richard Velden Sutherlin OR 
Bond Starker Corvallis OR 
Nancy Reed Scappoose OR 
Brian Conover Mcminnville OR 
Maryann Russell Salem OR 
Stephen  A  Boquist  Tillamook  OR 
Cheryl Hamann Eugene OR 
John Armstrong Happy Valley OR 
Rudolph  Ventura Tigard OR 
Michelle Williams Tualatin OR 
Theresa Vonphul Salem OR 
Kathy Sperle Gold Hill OR 
Ulrich Lau Bandon OR 
Ernest Savage Wheeler OR 
Gary Blanchard Corvallis OR 
William Higby Albany OR 
Warren Lamb Dallas  OR 
Hattie Mead Portland  OR 
Valdek Parik Beaverton OR 
L. Sinclair Porltand OR 
Stacy Sanders Portland OR 
Donna Lynch Lincoln City OR 
Linda Miller Medford OR 
Michael  Jones Salem OR 
Stephen Aulerich Corvallis OR 
Mary Crandall Ashland OR 
Steve Rogers Eugene OR 



 
Lynn Churchill Eagle Point OR 
Jeff Seamster Boring OR 
Svetlana  Tolochko  Beaverton  OR 
James Toms Keno OR 
William Meilicke Grants Pass OR 
Sifu Phillips  Eugene OR 
Robert Nix Tualatin OR 
Luis Curiel Salem OR 
Joseph  Kovich  Columbia City  OR 
Mary J Oneil Portland OR 
John Ernst Bend OR 
Cindy O'Brien Cave Junction OR 
Catherine Kelly Gold Beach OR 
Anne Pratt Springfield OR 
Samuel Sanders Mist OR 
Susan Yraguen Winchester OR 
Dianne Crockett Burns OR 
Tom Hansen Dallas OR 
Tim Heckenberg Forest Grove  OR 
Debbi  Hines  Stayton OR 
Stanislav Aksenov Medford OR 
Alicia Bailey Beaver OR 
Marshal Lampkins Springfield OR 
David Erickson Eagle Point OR 
Gina Pilgreen Corbett OR 
James Webb Eugene OR 
Henry Reynoso Estacada OR 
Steve Schmunk Springfield OR 
Samir Kanaan Beaverton OR 
Linda Palmer Roseburg OR 
Matt Inscore Roseburg OR 
Dick Baird Hines OR 
Richard Spring North Bend OR 
Mona Mccrea Veneta OR 
Juan Yraguen Sutherlin  OR 
Terry Silbernagel  Salem OR 
Anthony  Eannucci Gresham  OR 
Thomas Wood Hermiston OR 
Dianna Paz Springfield OR 
Wes Van de warker Redmond OR 
Mikhail Schuyler Myrtle Creek OR 
Bruce Lawson Lyons OR 



 
Steve Woody  Cottage Grove  OR 
Scott Grimes Portland OR 
Tim Gray Oakland OR 
Gary Skillman Grants pass OR 
Pete Buffington   
Denise Farkas Cottage Grove OR 
Cecilia Tilley Sherwood  OR 
Alvaro  Ponce Portland OR 
Mark Cox Brookings OR 
Gary  Schrecongost  Ontario  OR 
Regina Rosecrans Central point OR 
Alex Dunn Philomath OR 
Barbara  Heins  Medford OR 
James Lane Foster OR 
Jean Kughn Monroe OR 
Frank Dias Brookings OR 
Bruce Standley Winchester OR 
Don Cook Roseburg OR 
Stacey Bowman Harrisburg OR 

Loretta Yearous Reedsport OR 
John Colwell  Florence  OR 
Jennifer Beathe Albany OR 
James Barnes Hermiston OR 
Don Webber Redmond OR 
Mary Williamson Mcminnville OR 
Myra  Siegel Beaverton OR 
Teresa Allen Roseburg OR 
Laura James Ashland OR 
Diana Grob Gresham OR 
Greg Heyne Prineville  OR 
Calah Loveless Eagle Point OR 
Richard  Huff  Florence OR 
Jarrod Burcham Sweet Home OR 
Scott Melcher Sweet Home OR 
Bea Kirtley Eugene OR 
D Flowers Seaside OR 
Charles Taylor Medford OR 
Mike Dimmick Seaside OR 
Harold Knapp Glide OR 
John  Schmit Molalla OR 
Bret  Potts Scio OR 
Elisa  Severns Independence  OR 



 
James  Jacobson Klamath Falls OR 
Clarence Mitchell Riddle OR 
Joseph Barton Dallas  OR 
Gary Lute Salem OR 
Steve Carlson  Lapine  OR 
Steve  Johnston Salem OR 
Eric Clanton Portland OR 
Henry Balensifer Warrenton OR 
Laura W   
Annalise Moran   
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

 



Submitted online: Wed. 2/28/2024  

Subject: State Forester Recommendation Regarding State Forest draft Habitat Conservation Plan 

for Western Oregon 

Message:  

A few hundred years ago, much of the what is now the United States was covered in forest, from 

the Atlantic to the Mississippi, across the Rocky Mountains and west of the Cascades.  Only a 

fraction remains of that vast heat and carbon sink with its abundant habitat and clear water.  The 

rest has been cleared for wood, farmland and development.  The financial wealth obtainable 

from the forest has blinded us to the more profound wealth that it provided to the Earth and all 

of its creatures. 

 

Even now, with climate change in full swing, objections are raised from those who profit 

financially from the forest when any attempt is made to preserve even a fraction of the 

remaining fraction of the natural forest.  All of the money and value that has already been 

removed is still not enough, and for some will never be enough. 

 

A diverse, mature forest is far healthier and far more resistant to fire, but clearcutting is cheaper 

and easier.  So we replace healthy forests and habitat with dense stands of young, single species 

and then wring our hands when they become diseased or burn.  Ironically, the proposed cure is 

to cut down still more mature trees. 

 

Can’t we, here and now, acknowledge what has been lost and determine to protect a large 

enough part of what remains to begin moving toward balance?  Please!  Pass a strong Habitat 

Conservation Plan. 

 

Roger Rocka 

362 Duane St. 

Astoria, OR 97103 



 

 
 

 

OREGON SENATE REPUBLICAN CAUCUS 
OREGON HOUSE REPUBLICAN CAUCUS 

 

March 5, 2024 

Via Electronic Mail 
The Honorable Tina Kotek 
Office of the Governor 
900 Court Street NE, Suite 254 
Salem, Oregon 97301 

 
Dear Governor Kotek, 

The Oregon House and Senate Republican Caucuses urge for the immediate 
reconsideration of the Oregon Department of Forestry’s (ODF) proposed Habitat 
Conservation Plan (HCP). This 70-year forest policy does not support a balance between 
economic, environmental, and social benefits to all Oregonians. 

While we generally support the intent of an HCP and reasonable conservation measures, 
we want to ensure our forests continue to be valuable economic and societal resources for 
our communities. In short, we are opposed to burdensome HCP measures that will 
knowingly have negative impacts on our communities for the next several decades. 

While ODF has previously signaled its intent to balance conservation goals while 
maintaining current harvest levels, the newest projections released on December 13, 20231, 
visibly show a dramatic increase in conservation acres and a major decrease in timber 
harvest levels below what was promised. ODF advertised this HCP as a conservation plan 
with harvest certainty of about 250 mmbf (board feet) annually2. The new projections show 
that timber harvest will be down between 168-185 mmbf annually. Obviously, this 70-year 
plan is heavy on conservation and light on economic viability which is not in alignment with 
Greatest Permanent Value. 

On average, about 240-250 million board feet of timber have been harvested from Oregon’s 
western state forests over the last 5-10 years3.  64% of the revenue from state harvests 
goes back to the counties and smaller “taxing districts” within them – an average of nearly 
$68 million each year during the last decade. For reference, 250 million board feet of 
timber is equivalent to 32,500 average-size homes – almost the number of homes Governor 

 
1 https://www.oregon.gov/odf/board/documents/fmp-hcp/fmp-modeled-outputs-report.pdf  
2 https://www.oregon.gov/odf/board/Documents/ftlac/ODF-HCP-BCA%20Final%20Report.pdf 
3 https://www.oregon.gov/odf/Documents/workingforests/cftlc-annual-report-2023.pdf 

https://www.oregon.gov/odf/board/documents/fmp-hcp/fmp-modeled-outputs-report.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/board/Documents/ftlac/ODF-HCP-BCA%20Final%20Report.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/Documents/workingforests/cftlc-annual-report-2023.pdf
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Kotek wants produced annually. 250mmbf also creates or retains 2,750 jobs per the 
Oregon Forests Resources Institute4.   

This HCP coupled with ODF’s Forest Management Plan will reduce that revenue by $28-53 
million annually, depending on which harvest scenario they implement5. 

Not only will counties lose critical funding but mill closures and mass job losses will 
continue to cause a ripple effect through Oregon’s rural communities contributing to more 
homelessness, drug addiction, and the need for public services. Communities surrounded 
by forests – especially unmanaged forests – need fire departments to protect them from 
forest fires. Fire Departments relying on timber harvest revenue to operate will suffer or be 
forced to close. This leaves our vulnerable communities defenseless. 

Additionally, we are very concerned with our water and air quality, especially during fire 
season. This HCP will leave much of our state forests without management; 70 years of 
fuel accumulation increases the risk of fire and fire severity. Forest fire smoke already fills 
our air every year and the debris, ash, and mud destroy waterways. The cleanest 
groundwater comes from our forests before, during, and after forest operations. Children 
are choking on smoke during sporting events while the elderly hide inside their homes to 
survive our fire seasons. The unintended consequences of this HCP will increase the 
potential for more catastrophic forest fires, smoke, and poor water quality.  
 

 
 

Oregon’s Department of Forestry has added approximately 100,000 acres of conservation 
above what is required for the HCP. (Northern Spotted Owl habitat is shown in ODF’s graph 
but does not include the Marbled Murrelet, Red Tree Vole, or Coho Salmon habitat that are 
also being set aside) 

Scientists at local and international levels, including the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC), recognize the climate benefits of managed forests, timber harvest, 
and wood products. Managed forests with sustained harvests provide the largest sustained 
climate mitigation benefit. According to IPCC’s 4th Assessment (2018)6: 

 
4 https://oregonforests.org/forest-benefits 
5 https://www.oregon.gov/odf/board/bof/20240103-bof-record-item-09.pdf 

https://oregonforests.org/forest-benefits
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/board/bof/20240103-bof-record-item-09.pdf
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“In the long term, a sustainable forest management strategy aimed at maintaining or 
increasing forest carbon stocks, while producing an annual sustained yield of timber, fiber 
or energy from the forest, will generate the largest sustained mitigation benefit.” 

ODF’s report from December 13, 2023, even shows that more carbon is stored in the forest 
and in wood products in the scenarios that harvest the most volume.   

We understand your priorities as Governor include homelessness, affordable housing, drug 
addiction, and forest fires. The HCP will exacerbate these issues. Alternatively, opening our 
forests to proper and sustainable management would help mitigate these issues and 
provide the necessary renewable wood products and building materials to address our 
housing crisis. 

ODF will be in the same situation as the Trust Land Counties regarding the loss of timber 
harvest revenue. Taxpayers will be asked to foot the bill while mills close, logging 
companies auction off their equipment, our constituents lose their jobs, county services are 
strained, schools close, 4-H programs are canceled, libraries are closed, and emergency 
services are compromised. 

For these reasons, we oppose the Western Habitat Conservation Plan. The Board of 
Forestry should reject the recommendation from the State Forester and instead, direct 
ODF to significantly amend the HCP to improve harvest and economic outcomes by any 
means necessary. 

Respectfully, 

 

Tim Knopp 
Senate Republican Leader, District 27 
 

 

David Brock Smith 
State Senator, District 1 

 

Dick Anderson 
State Senator, District 5 

 
Cedric Hayden 
State Senator, District 6 

 
Fred Girod 
State Senator, District 9 

 
Kim Thatcher 
State Senator, District 11 

 

Suzanne Weber 
State Senator, District 16 

 

 

Daniel Bonham 
State Senator, District 26 
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Dennis Linthicum 
State Senator, District 28 

 

Bill Hansell 
State Senator, District 29 

 

Lynn Findley 
State Senator, District 30 

 

Art Robinson 
State Senator, District 2 

 

Brian Boquist 
State Senator, District 12  

 

Jeff Helfrich 
Republican Leader, District 52 

 

Court Boice 
State Representative, District 1 

 
Virgle Osborne 
State Representative, District 2  

 

Dwayne Yunker 
State Representative, District 3 

 
Christine Goodwin 
State Representative, District 4 

 

Kim Wallan 
State Representative, District 6 

 
Boomer Wright 
State Representative, District 9 

 
Jami Cate 
State Representative, District 11 

 

Charlie Conrad 
State Representative, District 12 

 

Shelly Boshart Davis 
State Representative, District 15 
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Ed Diehl 
State Representative, District 17 

 

Rick Lewis 
State Representative, District 18 

 

Kevin Mannix 
State Representative, District 21 

 

Tracy Cramer 
State Representative, District 22 

 
Anna Scharf 
State Representative, District 23 

 

Lucetta Elmer 
State Representative, District 24 

 
Brian Stout  
State Representative, District 31 

 

Cyrus Javadi 
State Representative, District 32 

 

James Hieb 
State Representative, District 51 

 

E. Werner Reschke 
State Representative, District 55 

 

Emily McIntire 
State Representative, District 56  

 

Greg Smith 
State Representative, District 57 

 

Bobby Levy 
State Representative, District 58 

 

Vikki Breese-Iverson 
State Representative, District 59 

 

Mark Owens 
State Representative, District 60 

 



Submitted online: Wed. 3/6/2024  

Subject: Testimony for Habitat Conservation Plan Decision 

Message:  

TO: Oregon Board of Forestry 

From: T. Steen 
RE: Support for Oregon’s Habitat Conservation Plan 
 
Hello, I am Professor Steen. My background involves several advanced degrees, 
including a Ph.D. from Yale. I've spent over 45 years teaching courses in forest ecology 
and the principle of sustainability at Portland State University. I've done region wide 
documentation of forest management, including the serious environmental damage 
caused by the ODF logging of Homesteader Sale’s area 2. 
 
I write to support continuing and completing the current planning process for the HCP 
that will facilitate future State Forest planning and operations.  The present substantial 
HCA planning effort has involved considerable staff time and public input involvement, 
and it needs to be brought to completion.  I deeply appreciate the substantial skilled 
efforts of the ODF staff as they have developed the present plan which applies the best 
available science, a plan that makes significant gains for environmental protections. I 
especially appreciate the biodiversity implications of the HCP process, as I have 
pressed the ODF to improve its biodiversity protections for decades. 
 
As I understand it, restarting the process as urged by the timber industry would 
represent significant losses of staff time as well as cause important delays for the 
development of a much needed plan. Volume of logs produced by state forests is not 
the only criterion that needs to guide forest management.   
 
THE “GREATEST PERMANENT VALUE RULE” NEEDS TO BETTER INFLUENCE 
THE BOARD OF FORESTRY AND ODF IN THE CURRENT CONTEXT.  To quote a 
relevant portion of the GPV rule, which defines what management practices must 
involve: “(d)Consider the landscape context; (e)Be based on the best science 
available; and (f)Incorporate an adaptive management approach that applies new 
management practices and techniques as new scientific information and results 
of monitoring become available.”  The present Habitat Conservation Plan is a 
fundamentally important step in meeting the above Greatest Permanent Value 
features.  I urge you to proceed with the current planning process without delay.  
 
Thank you for your attention to the above thoughts. 
 



 

1 
 

 

Dear Chair Kelly and Members of the Board of Forestry, 

I’m writing to ask you to continue your support for a strong Western Oregon State Forest Habitat 
Conservation Plan (HCP). The HCP restores balance to our state forests after decades of 
clearcuts and over-harvest. The HCP protects iconic salmon runs, wildlife habitat, recreation, 
and clean water while ensuring more ecologically sustainable levels of timber harvest. Now is 
the time to finalize the HCP and ensure that Oregon’s state forests are managed for multiple 
values. 

The state forester has completed the state forest listening sessions and heard from hundreds of 
Oregonians supporting a strong HCP and a new Forest Management Plan based on sound 
ecological forestry, not just timber production. Thousands more have commented to you over 
the past year in support of the HCP.  

While the timber industry is blaming recent mill closures on the HCP, we know the truth. Recent 
mill closures are due to high log prices, modernizing mills, closing aging mills and reducing labor 
costs. Any possible future harvest reductions in state forests are a tiny percentage of overall 
timber harvest in Oregon. 

The HCP is based on science and has been developed with years of extensive public input. The 
courts have affirmed the Board of Forestry's responsibility to manage state forests for multiple 
benefits, including fish and wildlife habitat, clean water, recreation and forestry. Now is the time 
to step up for Oregon’s state forests, and for current and future generations, by adopting a 
strong HCP.  

The path forward is clear. Oregon Board of Forestry, please stand tall for Oregon's state forests 
by finalizing the State Forest HCP. 

Thank you for all of your work. 

Sincerely, 

Emily Akdedian Nehalem OR 
 Janet Arenz Portland OR 
 Carolyn Ashlock Salem OR 
 Joel Aylor Terrebonne OR 
 Gail Aylor Terrebonne OR 
 Andrew Barker Manzanita OR 
 Richard Barnhart Eugene OR 
 Alan Bartl Coos Bay OR 
 Elyce M Benham Portland OR 
 Tarun Bishop Portland OR 
 Leland Block Portland OR 
 Diana Boom Lake Oswego OR 
 Paul Borcherding La Grande OR 



 

 Mike Brinkley Eugene OR 
 Julie Buchenau Cloverdale OR 
 Bruce Burnett Central Point OR 
 Elizabeth Byrd Yachats OR 
 d c Eugene OR 
 Phillip Callaway Crawfordsville OR 

 Michael 
Chamberlain-
Torres Portland OR 

 Jerry Charlson Oregon City OR 
 Katherine Chew Ashland OR 
 Ted Chu Nehalem OR 
 Sharon E. Ciri Milwaukie OR 
 Celeste Colasurdo Portland OR 
 Cheryl Conway Astoria OR 
 Tom Cooney Tualatin OR 
 Anna Cowen Oregon City OR 
 Diane Daiute Sweet Home OR 
 Paul Daly Eugene OR 
 K Davis Salem OR 
 mark day Portland OR 
 Teresa DeLorenzo Astoria OR 
 Mary Duvall Clatskanie OR 
 Tim Elder Ashland OR 
 Sandra Elliott Portland OR 
 Loreli Fister Corvallis OR 
 Pam Fletcher Eugene OR 
 Lisa Frangente Portland OR 
 Harry Freiberg Brookings OR 
 Nina French Portland OR 
 Stephen Fuller-Rowell Eugene OR 
 Chuck Gehling Hood River OR 
 Lilith Gist Coos Bay OR 
 Pete Gonzalves Eagle Point OR 
 Diane Goransonmiller Depoe Bay OR 
 Victor Grandidier Bend OR 
 Matthew Gray Corvallis OR 
 Steve Griffiths Lincoln City OR 
 Elisabeth Gross Bend OR 
 Cole Grube Silverton OR 
 Jordan Gulaskey Nehalem OR 
 Marion Hadden Jacksonville OR 
 Pamela Hadlich Lincoln City OR 
 Charles Hall Ashland OR 



 

 Kenlynn Hamilton Portland OR 
 Ronald HANYON Portland OR 
 Fay Harrison Hillsboro OR 
 David Harrison Salem OR 
 Susan Haywood Portland OR 
 Susan Heath Albany OR 
 David Heller Portland OR 
 Colin Hofman Portland OR 
 DAVID HOHLER Corvallis OR 
 Sharon Holford Milwaukie OR 
 Pamela Howard Portland OR 
 JEFFREY HULL Portland OR 
 william Hutchison Portland OR 
 Heather Ikeler Portland OR 
 Stephen a Johnson Portland OR 
 Jerry Jump Eugene OR 
 Meghan Kearns Portland OR 
 Peggy Kennedy West Linn OR 
 Priscilla Lane Portland OR 
 Judith Lienhard Portland OR 
 Emily Lisborg Oregon City OR 
 John Livingston Salem OR 
 Lee Lynch Newport OR 

 Craig MACKIE 
Camp 
Sherman OR 

 Tamara Mallin Beaverton OR 
 Stephen Mallin Beaverton OR 
 Mary Jo Mann Portland OR 
 Emilie Marlinghaus Bend OR 
 Mauria McClay Portland OR 
 Ray McClenathan Klamath Falls OR 
 Donlon McGovern Portland OR 
 Katie Mckenzie Neotsu OR 
 Kate Merrell Arch Cape OR 
 Gary Millhollen Eugene OR 
 Walt Mintkeski Portland OR 
 Catherine Morris Ashland OR 
 Bryan Mullaney Beaverton OR 
 Peter Murray Redmond OR 
 Marjorie Nafziger Portland OR 
 Nathan Nebergall Forest Grove OR 
 Kimber Nelson Portland OR 
 John Nettleton Portland OR 



 

 Kathy Patterson Salem OR 
 Andrea Pellicani Coos Bay OR 
 Scott Penzarella Arch Cape OR 

 mary ann phillips 
Gleneden 
Beach OR 

 Heather Pinney Portland OR 
 Veronica Poklemba Portland OR 
 Nora Polk Portland OR 
 Christopher Pond Winston OR 
 Ramona Ponessa Bandon OR 
 Antar Pushkara Eugene OR 
 Philip Ratcliff Salem OR 
 Thomas Ray Portland OR 
 Armand Rebischke Newport OR 
 Miriam Reed Ashland OR 
 Marina Richie Bend OR 
 Joanna Roberts Portland OR 
 Henry Rolfs Portland OR 
 Kathleen Ruiz Seaside OR 
 Hana Sant Portland OR 
 Barb Shamet Allegany OR 
 Howard Shapiro Portland OR 
 Bc Shelby Portland OR 
 Chris Sheline Portland OR 
 Nora Sherwood Lincoln City OR 
 Paul Shively La Grande OR 
 Susan Skinner Astoria OR 
 ROLLAND SMITH Hillsboro OR 
 Julia Smith Portland OR 
 Gail Snyder Bend OR 
 Bryan Sohl Ashland OR 
 Ronald Spies Depoe Bay OR 
 David Stanek Portland OR 
 Katherine 
Anne Stansbury Oregon City OR 
 Mitchell Stargrove Hillsboro OR 
 Jan Steinbock Lake Oswego OR 
 Lida Stevenson Corvallis OR 
 Jim Stuller Salem OR 
 Janie Thomas Eugene OR 
 Sandy Thompson Bend OR 
 Wendy Tsien Eugene OR 
 Dinah Urell Astoria OR 



 

 Carol Valentine Selma OR 
 Nicholas Wagner Portland OR 
 Wendy Ware Otter Rock OR 
 Susan Wechsler Corvallis OR 
 Dana Weintraub Beaverton OR 
 Richard 
Weiss Weiss Port Orford OR 
 Donald Weller Tigard OR 
 Mark Wheeler Portland OR 
 Jeffrey White Forest Grove OR 
 gm whiting Joseph OR 
 Kim Wick Buxton OR 
 Barbara Wright Eugene OR 
 Richard Wros West Linn OR 
 Jill Wyatt Baker City OR 
 Joseph Youren Salem OR 
 Bronwen Bradshaw Everett WA 
 Linda Carroll Spokane WA 
 Christina Davis Spanaway WA 
 Dan Rogers Washougal WA 
 Irene Rowe Vancouver WA 
 Diana Wilkinson Flagstaff AZ 
 Jordan Briskin Palo Alto CA 
 Jacqueline Carroll Paso Robles CA 
 Caryn Graves Berkeley CA 
 Paul Hunrichs Santee CA 
 Marti Jurick Jurick Moorpark CA 
 Fred Pendergast Cupertino CA 
 Adam Resnick Los Angeles CA 
 Dalia Salgado Los Angeles CA 
 Glenn Saruwatari Torrance CA 
 Eli Turner Roseville CA 
 Everett A. Vieira III Turlock CA 
 Tanya Glasser Louisville CO 
 peter judkins Boulder CO 
 Linda Vopicka Tampa FL 
 Sandra Couch Naperville IL 
 Andrew Hellinger Chicago IL 
 gary rejsek Bolingbrook IL 

 Mafalda Castro 
South 
Williamson KY 

 Theresa DeLuca Melrose MA 
 Tammy King Gardner MA 



 

 Dennis Rogers Hubbardston MA 
 María Dabrowski Hyattsville MD 
 Meryl Pinque Bangor ME 
 Jo Anna Hebberger Saint Paul MN 
 Arifa Tjon . NH 
 Kathryn Sonenshine Santa Fe NM 
 Derek Gendvil Las Vegas NV 
 Dimitri Sevastopoulo New York NY 
 Ronald Meredith Chambersburg PA 
 Pamela Miller Tolar TX 
 Caroline Sévilla Boling TX 
 Rhonda Johnson Aylett VA 
 Roger Schmidt Middleton WI 
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