
Step One

Determine 
Predominant Purpose 

of contract.

May Not Use Price in Selection 

Must Use QBS Procedures
(Including Formal Selection, 
Informal Selection or Direct 
Appointment, as applicable)

FHWA Funding?

When Can Price Be Used In Selections For A&E “Related Services” 
or A&E Mixed Contracts?

Greater than 50% 
Related Services (or 

other non-A&E)

50% or greater 
A&E Services

May Use Price in Selection
Selection should include price whenever practical to do so.

Per Oregon law, selections for Related Services may be based on:
> lowest cost (must have well defined scope/statement of work)
> cost and qualifications (for projects with unique or high-risk aspects)
> qualifications alone (for projects with insufficient scope/statement of 
work available)

If No to all

Yes

No

> Will the needed services logically or 
justifiably require performance by an 
engineer/architect?

> Are the needed services required by 
State law to be performed by an 
engineer/architect?

> Are the needed services directly related 
or connected to a construction project?

If Yes to any

Definitions:

“Predominant Purpose” – For mixed contracts that include A&E services, the predominant purpose of the contract is established by 
determining which of the services involves the majority of the total Estimated Fee to be paid under the Contract [per OAR 137-048-
0130(5)]. 

“QBS” – Qualifications Based Selection, where price is not considered until after selecting the most qualified firm.

“A&E Services” - Professional services that are required to be performed by an architect, engineer, photogrammetrist, 
transportation planner or land surveyor.

“Related Services” - Personal services, other than architectural, engineering, photogrammetric mapping, transportation planning or 
land surveying services, that are related to planning, designing, engineering or overseeing public improvement projects or components 
of public improvement projects, including but not limited to landscape architectural services, facilities planning services, energy 
planning services, space planning services, hazardous substances or hazardous waste or toxic substances testing services, cost 
estimating services, appraising services, material testing services, mechanical system balancing services, commissioning services, 
project management services, construction management services and owner’s representation services or land-use planning services.

“Transportation planning services” means transportation planning services for projects that require compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C.
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http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/pages/rules/oars_100/oar_137/137_048.html
http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/pages/rules/oars_100/oar_137/137_048.html
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/lawsstatutes/2013ors279C.htmlhttps://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/lawsstatutes/2013ors279C.html
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/lawsstatutes/2013ors279C.htmlhttps://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/lawsstatutes/2013ors279C.html
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