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this is the first time since 2014 that the
Bridge KPM is below the target. In2022, the
Bridge KPM dropped a full percentage point
to 77%, primarily due to 2022 federal
requirement to include specialized hauling
vehicles in load ratings. This resultedin an
increase in the number of bridges that have
load restrictions.

Analysis shows that over the next ten years
the new HB 2017 funding and the Federal
[1JA funding will not stop the decline, only
slow it. This decline is primarily due to the
aging bridge inventory and a long history of
underfunding of the Bridge Programthat
precluded systematic replacement of
deteriorated bridges.
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Factors affecting results and what
needs to be done

A sustainable bridge program includes
replacing bridges when they reachthe end

of their service life at 100 years. Due to
underfunding, atthe currentratea bridge

will have to last more than 900 years before
replacement. Theresultis a large population
of aging bridges in fair condition.

With a disproportionate number of bridges
in fair condition, available funding will only
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able to keep up, and the resulting bridge
postings are beginning to cause hardships
for the communities that depend on these
bridges.
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be able to address the most critical needs
with few bridge replacements on priority
routes. The fair bridges will continue to
challenge the Bridge Program’s ability to
address major rehabilitationand
maintenance needs while also funding
timely preservation treatments to optimize
structure service life.

We continue to put effort into extending the
service life of many bridges beyond a normal
time period because of inadequate funding.
Older bridges are more dependent on
maintenance, they require increased effort
by inspectors and maintenance personnel to
maintain safe conditions. Thereis real
concern that current resources will not be

About the data

Eachstate reports bridge conditions for the
National Bridge Inventory, using standard
criteria established by FHWA.

Contact information
RayBottenberg

Bridge Engineering Section

ODOT Highway Division

503-986-3344

Data source

A snapshot of the bridge inventory is taken
each April. Data in the snapshot is consistent
with the annual NBI submittal required by
FHWA. The snapshot provides a convenient
and consistent reference point eachyear.
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