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Registered Motorcycles and Passenger Vehicles 
 

 

  
The total counts on this page represent the number of currently registered vehicles on a given date.  DMV 
runs this report upon request to obtain the numbers of actively registered vehicles. These numbers will 
never be exact due to the ebb and flow of expired or newly renewed registration. 
Registration counts for motorcycle registration shows fluctuation throughout the last decade with the 
previous three years declining in active registration.  2021 is the first year showing an increase in 
motorcycle registrations since 2017. 

Historical background: A severe backlog of vehicle transactions occurred due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and wildfires that caused office closures and a fluctuation in staffing levels. On May 4, 2021, DMV 
completed processing all mailed vehicle transactions received by December 31, 2020.   The vehicle 
registrations show an increase for the year of 2021. As of July 2021 DMV was accepting all vehicle 
transactions in field offices again, as well as processing any transactions that were received via mail at 
headquarters. 
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Active Driving Privileges 

 

 
Active rider statistics are pulled from a report upon request to obtain the number of active drivers.  These numbers 
are a snapshot in time and are subject to change due to the ebb and flow of issued, renewed or expired driving 
privileges.  Active drivers do not include persons whose driving privileges are expired. 

A rise in endorsements combined with a fall in permits for 2021 suggests that with less closures due to the 
Pandemic and wildfires, Oregonians are going straight for their endorsements once again.  However, in 2022 we 
have seen a dramatic increase in permit issuance/renewals.  With the pandemic easing, more people are still 
showing interest in outdoor recreation and alternative transportation options. 

Historical background: After exhaustive research, and many programming attempts, discovering what data 
elements were used to pull previous years statistical data points was unsuccessful in 2020. 

DMV finalized a full operating system modernization on July 6, 2020, called OLIVR.   The parameters in which 
OLIVR views and gathers data is much different from the previous Legacy system.  The data points reflected in this 
report are a new baseline as of 2020, and will not show true comparative data for at least three or more years.   
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Motorcycle Endorsement and Instruction Permit Issuances 

 

 
Original issuances of a motorcycle endorsement account for the first time a person is issued an Oregon 
motorcycle endorsement.  Original endorsements are issued to riders who have completed mandatory 
rider education or new to Oregon riders who may already hold riding privileges out-of-state. 
Original motorcycle instruction permit issuances account for existing Oregon residents obtaining a 
permit for the first time.   To obtain an instruction permit for the first time, a person must successfully 
pass the motorcycle knowledge and vision tests at DMV.  DMV does offer an option to renew instruction 
permits, within one year of expiration.  
We are seeing a remarkable increase of motorcycle instruction permits over the last two years and are on 
a trend to be back in the ranges prior to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Historical background: 2020 issuance statistics are lower due to several contributing factors.  DMV field 
offices closed for three months at the start of the Covid-19 pandemic.  Team Oregon courses, due to site 
restrictions, were forced to suspend courses for three months due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  Severe 
wildfires all over the state again affected DMV and Team Oregon’s ability to offer services to Oregonians 
seeking motorcycle permits and endorsements.  Varying by location, this impact lasted roughly one to 
four weeks of the summer.   
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2022 Riders by Age Group and Gender 
 

 

 
The age group of endorsed riders reached its peak between the ages of 60 and 64 for males and females 
in 2022 which mirrors the age and gender trends of endorsed riders for the past few years.  Males 
continue to represent 86 percent of Oregon’s active rider population. 

Not Specified means an applicant has chosen not to identify as male or female and their gender has been 
recorded as “not specified” in DMV records.  
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Motorcycle Skills Test Waivers 

 

 
Team Oregon waivers account for a person who successfully completed a classroom or online Basic Rider 
Training (BRT) or Intermediate Rider Training (IRT) course and has been issued a driving privilege with 
a motorcycle endorsement.  Upon application for the endorsement, DMV will waive the motorcycle skills 
test requirement within two years of successful completion of a classroom or online BRT or IRT course 
and a motorcycle endorsement is issued to the applicant. 

Out-of-State waivers account for a person who surrenders a valid motorcycle endorsement issued from 
another state, or jurisdiction.  Upon surrender of the driving privilege, DMV waives the testing 
requirements and a motorcycle endorsement is issued to the applicant.  

DMV will issue a motorcycle endorsement for an Oregonian who is temporarily out of state, an active-
duty military person or their dependent while stationed out of state.  An applicant must submit an 
application packet with proof of completion of an approved Rider Education Course, completed while 
outside of the state of Oregon.   
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Driving Privileges Surrendered from Other Jurisdictions 

 
The table above shows the number of driving privileges surrendered to Oregon each year from another 
jurisdiction.  These numbers represent commercial and non-commercial driving privileges.   

The table below shows surrender data from 2022.  This includes which jurisdictions applicants have 
surrendered a driving privilege from and what mandatory rider education requirements that jurisdiction 
has, if available. There are no existing reports that share surrendered endorsement data from specific 
jurisdictions.   
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