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History of State Highways in Oregon Introduction

PURPOSE
The purpose of this Guide is to help the researcher locate documents pertaining to the creation,
relocation and abandonment of State Highways in Oregon.

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

This manual has two indexes. The first one is the table of contents. Each highway is linked to its
entry in this table of contents. The second index is a clickable map of the State of Oregon. You
may reach it by clicking on the link above. You should always be able to return to the front

cover, by hitting the key on your keyboard.

The documents referenced in this Guide, except for Road Establishment Files are located in the
STLS Building’s Director, Commission and History Center Files (DCHC). To view these
documents, contact the ODOT Library at 503-986-3280. The Road Establishment Files are
scanned and available via the FileNet system. Contact the Right of Way Files Coordinator at
503-986-3632 to request copies of these files.

HOW TO CONTACT US
You may contact the creators of this Guide by email or by phone through the information on the
cover. We can help you decipher the contents of the manual, but to obtain the actual

documents held by the Director, Commission and History Center Files (DCHC), contact
the ODOT Librarian at 503-986-3280.

UPDATES

We plan on updating this document annually. This will primarily be to include newly created
documents, but also to fix any typos, errors and omissions. Please use the contact
information on the cover of this Guide to notify us of any discovered typos, errors and
omissions, as well as other ideas for research or any other comments.

Oregon Department of Transportation - Geometronics iii
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TYPES OF FILES LISTED

This table lists the different document types you will find in this Guide. Most of these are to be
found in Director, Commission and History Center Files (DCHC) in the STLS Building, Salem,
Oregon. DCHC is where the documents of the Transportation Commission are stored. Numbers
in Parentheses are the file numbers used for each type of document.

* new numbers are not being assigned in this category.

Highway Commission Early in ODOT history, all types of

Commission  Minutes actions were documented in the
Minutes Minutes of the Highway Commission
meetings.
Secondary Highway Designation of Secondary Highways.
Designation * (File No. 0-1 to 0-30, 1 to 92)

Primary Highway Designation of Primary Highways. As
Highway Designation * of 1-22-2003 Primary Designation
S . numbers are no longer assigned,
DeSlgnatIOH starting with No. 93, which coincides
Files with the listing for Secondary Highway

Designation numbers. (File No. 0 to 60)

Highway Designation Current designations stating with No.
93 are filed under the Highway
Designation. (File No. 93 to present)

Resolutions Adopting Documenting that the location of the
Surveys * highway has moved. Replaced by
Highway Corridor Resolution files.

Corridor (File No. 00-1, 0-1 to 0-7, 1 to 363)
Resolution Highway Corridor Documenting that the location of the
Fil Resolution * highway has moved. Replaced
11es Resolutions Adopting Surveys files.
(File No. 364 to 412)
Highway Corridor and Same as Highway Corridor Resolution.
Design Resolution (File No. 413 to present)
Abandonment and Portion of, or the entire, highway
Retention * abandoned or transferred. Replaced by
o . the Jurisdictional Transfer designation

JI,II'ISdlCthIIal in 2003. (File No. 1 to 704)

Transfer Files Jurisdictional Transfer As of 2003 the A&R designations will
no longer be assigned. The JT
designation takes its place, starting with
No. 705. (File No. 705 to present)

Commemorative Memorials and Honorary Designations
Resolutions (including naming of Highways)
v Oregon Department of Transportation - Geometronics
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General Law of Oregon Compilation of Oregon Laws.

Miscellaneous Many of these files have since been

Resolutions moved to more specific categories of
resolutions.

Miscellaneous Contracts ~ Self explanatory. There are thousands
& Agreements of these files, only rarely are they
referenced in this Guide.

Road Establishment Files ~ Research Files available through the
* Right of Way Section’s FileNet system.

Throughway Resolutions ~ Access Control Scheme adopted by the
& Maps Highway Commission. Maps and
Documents located in the DCHC.

Oregon Department of Transportation - Geometronics v
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TYPICAL DOCUMENT ENTRY

The entries in the History section of each chapter are arranged, based on the following table.
This information is generally based on the various indexes kept in DCHC, in the STLS Building,
Salem, Oregon.

DATE The date of the file.

Highway Name Only used if the name of the highway changed through time.
Section Name What part of the highway is affected.

County Name The County the section is in.

What Happened A brief description, often verbatim from the indexes, or from

the actual document.

See File No. XX Type of file and the number of file, under which, the actual
file folder is stored in DCHC (Available through FileNet).

See Also File No. Z Often other references are listed.

Part of the Resolution Some listings contain portions of the text from the source
document.

vi Oregon Department of Transportation - Geometronics
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REVISION HISTORY

As new documents are created regularly, this document will need to be updated regularly. The

Right of Way Engineering Group plans to update this Guide on an annual basis.

January 2007 - Original Publication

January 2008 - All highway chapters updated.

January 2009 - All highway chapters updated.

February 2010 - All highway chapters updated.

February 2011 - Update chapters for Highway 001, 046, 061, 091, 144, 162, 220, 227, 240, 250, 270,
272 & 342. Also update addresses and names for work groups that moved this

year throughout the document.

January 2017 - All highway chapters updated.

Oregon Department of Transportation - Geometronics vii
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Typical Highway Entry

A yellow filled box indicates that
this highway is no longer a part
of the highway system.

Sun Mountain Highway No. 428

|Statement used for those highways removed from the system. |

4

No longer a part of

References

Route Numbers
None

the highway system.

The map inserts only show
the location at one point in
time, not necessarily it's
current configuration

>

Road Establishment Files

55279

Klamath

Klamath County
County'\ Road Establishment files have been

scanned and are available in FileNet.
They contain research completed in
the past.

History
August 9,1948

CRATER
LAKE
NATIONAL,

Designating a section of old route of The Dalles - California Highway. (pg 15122)
Also involves designation of primary highways.
Transferred to Primary Highway Designation File No. 11

See Secondary Highway Designation File No. 12.
Source: Secondary Highway Designations Index

November 20, 1984

Transferred to the County, US Forest Service and OR Forest Service
See A&R No. 609 ¢

Each entry in the History section
points to a file folder or Microfilm

Source: Jurisdictional Transfer Index

Jurisdictional Transfers

location in DCHC Files, STLS
Building, Salem (Also available
in FileNet).

JT  |County Section Commission |Commission |Court
No. Agreement |Resolution |Order
609 [Klamath Trans. to County, US Forest & OR Forest [3/03/1983  |11/20/1984
Throughway
Jurisdictional Transfer documents have
None duplicate entries. They exist in this table as

If the Highway was ever established
as a Throughway, those documents
will be listed in this section, as well
as the History section.

well as with the other historical entries.

The highway number is the chapter.
Chapter numbers are not sequential.

S

Oregon Department of Transportation - Geometronics

January 2007

428-1

viii

Oregon Department of Transportation - Geometronics

2 January 2017




History of State Highways in Oregon

Table of Contents

Table of Contents - Numerical

(A) Highway has been abandoned

Introduction McKenzie-Bend ..............ccc........ 17 | Tiller Summit Forest Rd (A) .....38 | Stadium Freeway.........c.cccoc....... 61
Lakeview-Burns (A)................... 18 | Oregon Caves ........ccccceeuvevirurnnne. 38 | Florence-Eugene.......................... 62
Clickable State Map Willamette ......c.oceveeereeeecerieeneenee 18 | Deschutes (A)......ccovevveeererreennen. 39 | Rogue Valley......cccoeuviereeuneenenee 63
Fremont........cccccoveeniinccnccnnne. 19 | Salmon River........cccccecereencenneee. 39 | E. Portland Freeway (I-205)....... 64
History of Early Roads in | Klamath Falls-Lakeview............ 20 | Beaverton-Hillsdale.................... 40 | Salem Freeway (A)....cccccccevvvunenes 65
Oregon Green Springs ........ccccceveeevenenene 21 | OchoCo .....coeerveineinieinicinccee 41 | La Grande-Baker......................... 66
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Primary Highways Klamath-Crater Lake (A)........... 23 | Monmouth-Independence......... 43 | Cascade Highway North ........... 68
Pacific (I-5) c.covveveiereeerieccne 01 | Dairy-Bonanza........c.ccoeveueunnee 23 | Wapinitia......c.ccceeeeveencencnnene. 44 | Beltline.......cccoevveenivenininiecncennes 69
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Pacific Highway West............ 0IW | Burns-Crane (A) ..o, 24 | E. Portland-Oregon City (A).....46 | Whitney ......ccocooevvvecinnecinnnne. 71
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Old Oregon Trail......c.ccevevurenneeee 06 | Tualatin Valley.......ccoocvureeeunnnee 29 | Klamath Falls-Malin ................... 50 | Nehalem........cccooevivinnnnnnnnes 102
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Oregon Coast.........ccceeveuiinirunne 09 | Albany-Corvallis ......ccccoruemeeeee 31 | Warm Springs........ccccceecvvvvuenenene. 53 | Warrenton-Astoria.................... 105
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Heppner.......cccococeivivvcccinnnnnn. 52 | Klamath-Crater Lake (A)........... 23 | Medford - Provolt (Prior) ........ 272 | Ordnance Depot (A).................. 338
Heppner - Spray ........ccccccceuee 321 | La Grande-Baker ....................... 66 | Medical Springs..........ccceueunee. 340 | Oregon Caves........ccocevvviueuinnncne 38
Hermiston.........cccecvvviiiiinnnns 333 | Lafayette.......cccocovivivininininnnne. 154 | Mehama-Mill City (A).............. 213 | Oregon Coast........cccoeuvvruevnncnnnnee 09
Hillsboro - Silverton.................. 140 | La Grande - Enterprise (P)........ 10 | Merrill - Hatfield (Prior).......... 426 | Oregon-Washington................... 08
Hillsboro - Woodburn (P)....... 140 | La Grande - Joseph (Prior)........ 10 | Midland ......cccovvvivininiiiiines 420 | OSWEeEZO.....ccovveuiiiiiiiiiiiciccinnes 03
Historic Columbia River.......... 100 | La Grande - Wallowa Lk (P) .... 10 | Mist - Clatskanie.............cc........ 110 | Otter Rock (A) . 182
Homedale Spur (A) .....cccceuueees 455 | La Grande-N. Powder (A)....... 343 | Modoc Point (A).....cccoevereuenneee. 427 | Pacific (I-5) ccoeevveveneiiccicciccnne 01
Hooker Ck - Jordan Vlly (P)...458 | Lake of the Woods.................... 270 | Monmouth .........ccoviiiinnnnne. 194 | Pacific Highway East............... 01E
Hood River .......cccccoveiininnnnnn. 281 | Lakeview-Burns (A)......ccccceueuee. 18 | Monmouth - Independence.......43 | Pacific Highway West ............ 01IW
Huntington..........ccococvviinnnn, 449 | Lakeview-Burns..........ccccccceueeee. 49 | Monument (Prior) ........ccocueee. 402 | Paulina.......cccccoeeviiiiinininiiiniinnns 380
LO.N. (Idaho-OR-Nevada)......456 | Lapine - Lakeview (Prior)......... 19 | Mosier-The Dalles..................... 292 | Pendleton Airport (A) .............. 336
Independence............cccceurunnne 193 | Lexington-Echo.........c.ccccccc... 320 | Mt. Hood - Clear Lake (A) ......... 31 | Pendleton .......cccocoviiiiiiininininnnns 67
Interstate Bridge (A)................. 280 | Little Butte (Prior)....cccccoeveueeee. 270 | Mt. Hood .....ccoovvvimiiiiiiiicne 26 | Pendleton-Cold Springs............. 36
Jacksonville...........cccccoevviiiinnn 272 | Little Nestucca ........ccccccevvuneee. 130 | Mt. Hood Loop (Prior)................ 26 | Pendleton-John Day ................... 28
Jefferson ..o, 164 | Little Sheep Creek .................... 350 | Myrtle Creek (A) ..o 237 | Pine Creek........cccoceviviviiinnnnn. 414
John Day ......ccoveeonnciinccens 05 | Lombard Street (A) .................. 121 | Necanicum .......ccccceevvvvveicvivcnenne. 46 | Port Orford.......cccoveeivvcnccnns 251
John Day River (Prior) ............... 05 | Lower Klamath (A) .................. 423 | Nehalem .......cccoeeiviviiinnnnnne. 102 | PTLD - Salem EXPY (A)............. 57
John Day-Burns..........cccceeueuence 48 | Madras-Prineville..................... 360 | Netarts ......cccceceveeneencencinnene. 131 | Powell Butte (A)...cccccvveerucuennee. 371
Jordan Valley (A).....cccecvvueuenee 458 | Malloy Ranch-ID Line (A)....... 457 | North Santiam ..........ccccccueueneeee. 162 | POWers.......ccevvveviciniciiiniicnne, 242
Jordan Valley (Prior) ................ 450 | Mapleton-Eugene (A) .............. 220 | North Umpqua (A) ..cccceevrverennee. 73 | Prineville - Bear Creek (P)......... 14
Joseph-Wallowa Lake............... 351 | Mapleton-Junction City ........... 229 | North Umpqua......cccccecvvuvuenenene. 138 | Prineville - Lakeview (P)........... 19
Junction City-Eugene (A) ........ 223 | McDermitt North (Prior) ......... 456 | Northeast Portland ................... 123 [ Redmond-Bend (A)................... 375
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Redwood......ccoeeiinnciiinne. 25 | Springfield-Cottage Grove (P)222 | Umatilla-Stanfield........................ 54 | Yamhill-Newberg ..................... 151
Richardson - Eugene (P).......... 220 | Springfield-Creswell................ 222 | Umpqua.....cccceeveivininneeciinenenne, 45 | Yambhill - Nestucca (Prior)......... 32
Robinette-Homestead (A)........ 412 | Stadium Freeway.........ccceueuenee 61 | Vale WesSt.......ccccevvveeinnccies 451 | Yellowstone Cutoff (A) ............ 430
Rogue River Loop.......ccccccceuueee 260 | Stanfield-Pendleton (A)........... 337 | Vancouver (A) .....cccovveiinnnns 122
Rogue River.........ccccoeeivincennne. 60 | Starkey (Prior)..........cceees 341 | Wallowa Lake......cccoeuevnvnuennee. 10
Rogue Valley ........cccccvvvirrnnnnne 63 | Steens .......cccovviiiiiiiiiiiiiinns 442 | Wapinitia........cococeeecccccccnne. 44
Rome - Princeton (Prior) ......... 442 | Succor Creek ........ccccvcvvviuinnnnne 450 | Warrenton (Prior).........ccccoe.... 105
Roosevelt Coast (Prior)............... 09 | Sullivan Gulch (Prior)................ 56 | Warm Springs.........cccccevvuvuennnns 53
Salem Freeway (A) ......cccceeunee. 65 | SumMPpter .......cceeeveiniecinieinienne 410 | Warm Springs (Prior) ............... 360
Salem ......cccoveeveeneiereee 72 | Sumpter Valley (Prior)............. 410 | Warner ........ccceveevveenrceneennne. 431
Salem - Dallas (Prior)................. 30 | SunDial (A)...cccoovvviiiiinne 124 | Warrenton-Astoria.................... 105
Salem-Dayton.........ccccoeuvurunnnne 150 [ Sun Mountain (A)........ccccceeueeee. 428 | Wasco-Heppner.............ccc.c...... 300
Salem - Independence (P).......... 30 | Sunnyside-Umapine................. 332 | W.7thSt-W. 110 St (A) 224
Salmon River........ccccccvvveecinnnen 39 | Sunset......ccccoeeivieicinniciie, 47 | West Diamond Lake.................. 233
Sams Valley ... 271 | SWift oo 120 | W. Portland - Hubbard (P)........ 51
Sand Creek (A)....cccccovveeennnnes 424 | T. H. Banfield Freeway (A) ....... 56 | West Side (Prior) ......cccccevvvevneee. 1w
Sandy Boulevard (A).................. 59 | Tampico-Lewisville (A)........... 202 | West Side Pacific (Prior)........... 1w
Santiam .........ccooviiniiiiiiiinnns 16 | Territorial........ccccoovviiiiiiiiciincnnnes 200 | Weston-Elgin ..........ccceuvuienne. 330
Scholls.......cccoovvivivirniniriiiiiiiee 143 | The Dalles-California................. 04 | Whitney .......cccoevvvevvervincrercnennes 71
Service Creek-Mitchell............. 390 | The Rim (A) ..o 24 | Willamette.......cccoeeveereenecnnee. 18
Shaniko-Fossil............cccccceunnne. 291 | Three Rivers.......ccccovvuvvirinnene 32 | Willamette Val - Florence (P)....34
Shaniko-Mitchell (A).................. 14 | Three Mile Lane (A)................. 152 | Willamina-Salem...........cccccuc.... 30
Sherars Bridge.........ccccceeurunnee. 290 | Tiller Summit Forest Rd. (A)..... 38 | Willamina-Sheridan.................. 157
Sherman .......c.coccveeevenincnincnenne. 42 | Tiller-Trail.....ccccccovvevncincinnene. 230 | Williams (A) ..ccveveveeneineenene. 261
Siletz ..o, 181 | Timberline .........cccccoevvivrinnnnnne. 173 | Wilson River ..o 37
Silver Creek Falls....................... 163 | Tualatin Valley........cccccccevvvuneee. 29 | Wilsonville-Hubbard................... 51
SiSKiyOU.....cooveviviiiiriiiiicie, 273 | Tumalo-Deschutes (A)............. 374 | Wolf Creek (Prior)......ccccvveueueee. 47
Siuslaw (A) ..ceveeeveireercereees 34 | Ukiah-Hilgard........cccoeuennene 341 | Woodburn-Estacada................. 161
South Klamath Falls.................. 424 | Umatilla Cutoff (A) ..ocoovennenes 37 | Woodburn-Mt Hood Loop (P)161
Springfield .........ccccceovvieiinnnen. 228 | Umatilla Mission ...................... 331 | Wood Burn - Sandy (P)............ 161
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History of Early Roads in Oregon

History and Background

All ODOT highways in Oregon were adopted and brought into the State Highway system in
one of three possible ways:

1) By Legislative Act - Statutes

2) Transfer of title by resolution from Oregon Counties to the State Highway Commission -
the Commission was empowered by the Legislature to accept these transfers.

3) By the Oregon Transportation Commission by Resolution and by the Legislature.

All three of these authorities, have on occasion, adopted, established, changed and even
removed highways from the State Highway System. In 1977 the Oregon Legislature repealed all
statutory highways, and left sole authority for the State Highway System with the Oregon
Transportation Commission (ORS 366.225 and ORS 184.616).

Note: You will find a copy of the designations formally in resolutions or as entries in the State
Highway Commission or Oregon Transportation Commission meeting minutes. Records of the
State Highway Designations are kept in the Oregon Transportation Commission and State
Highway Commission records located at ODOT's Director, Commission and History
Center Files (DCHC), STLS Building, Salem. For help with researching these records contact the
ODOT Library at 503-986-3280.

Right of Way Widths:

Current right of way width for ODOT Highways is set by the Transportation Commission via
adoption of a survey resolution.

Original right of way widths were designated via resolution by the county(s) through which the
road traversed, by the Oregon State Highway Commission via resolution, or by description in a
deed if acquired in fee.

The Oregon Legislature, by law, established a statutory width for county road right of way. If a
resolution or establishment document did not specify a width, then the right of way width is
whatever the statutory width was at the time the highway or road was established. This width
is valid until such time as the road is relocated, widened, straightened, or otherwise altered
causing a "stated" change in the width. Refer to Dr. William Fry's Chart on Statutory Widths for
County Roads (See Appendix 5).

In the early years of the State Highway Commission, counties acquired right of way for ODOT.
The rights acquired were usually an easement, and an occasional fee simple interest. (ORS
366.320).
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For highways across federal public lands, a right of way easement was acquired from the
Bureau of Public Roads, or whatever government agency that was responsible for the land at
the time of transfer.

Current ODOT practice is to acquire fee simple title for right of way whenever possible. ORS
366.360 gives ODOT the authority to acquire real property in fee simple title. (Some States only
have the power to acquire easements for roads, Oregon is an exception due to written statutes.).

The task of acquiring right of way is the responsibility of the Right of Way Section, a part of
ODOT's Technical Services Branch.

Additional right of way may have been acquired in conjunction with construction or other
improvement projects. You need to check the Right of Way Drawings in the Maps and Plans
Center, ODOT TLC Building, Salem, to see if there has been any change to a highway, affecting
right of way width, or ODOT's rights and responsibilities.

Previous Status of Roads:

At the time a given highway was brought into ODOT's Highway System, it may have been in
existence as:

e animmigration trail

e aterritorial road

a military wagon road

a military road

a toll road

a county market road

a forest road

an originally platted city street

a county road

a completely new route 