January 21, 2011

Dear CAC/PDT Members:

As you are well aware, the Highway 62 Corridor project has taken some time to get to this point…and we still have a ways to go.

We plan to bring you together in early spring to preview the impacts that will documented as part of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS).  The DEIS will include an analysis of impacts of the three design alternatives between Vilas and Corey roads. If you recall, last year you recommended the Haul Road design option for the Oregon Jobs and Transportation Act (JTA) project phase.  However, the department still needed to do the technical analysis on impacts associated with that option.   We will reconvene this spring to ask you for a formal recommendation based on that analysis.  This recommendation will be considered as the Preferred Alternative and included as part of the DEIS.  We anticipate that the DEIS will be published and released for a 45 day public comment in late summer.

In addition to the DEIS, staff is working on Phases 1 and 2 of the 2009 Oregon Jobs and Transportation Act (JTA) portion of the project. The JTA provides $100 million in funding for the project. This begins at Poplar Drive along the existing highway and then splits where the existing RV sales lot is next to the airport. It traverses roughly along the old Medco Haul Rd. alignment, over Vilas Road (with no connection) and ends near Corey Road with a signal.

The JTA phases are split into two for various reasons. Phase 1 is begins at Poplar and ends about 1,000 feet south of Vilas. Phase 2 begins where Phase 1 left off, crosses over Vilas Rd. and ends at Corey Road.  The reason for splitting the JTA portion into phases was to meet the legislative intent to get this project under construction by 2013. Phase 2 also has design variables not found in Phase 1, such as the three design options and a needed land use goal exceptions.

We thank you for your patience, and we will be in touch with you soon with our next meeting announcement. 

