Oregon Temporary Traffic Control Handbook (OTTCH)

“Frequently Asked Questions”

A “BICYCLES ON ROADWAY” sign is mentioned several places in the OTTCH (page 4 and page 21), but I don’t see a sign like this in the MUCTD or in the Oregon Sign Policy?

The text sign, BICYCLES ON ROADWAY, is not in the MUTCD or ODOT Sign Policy; however, the MUTCD allows swapping word messages for symbols on signs.  There is a Bicycle symbol sign in the MUTCD and a rider, ON ROADWAY, in the ODOT Sign Policy.   The next revision of the OTTCH will clarify this.

If there are only 2 signs in the Advance warning area, what is the distance between the initial warning sign and the second warning sign?

The distance between the initial sign and the next sign should be “B” when there are only two advance warning signs.  Diagram 420, page 79, shows an example of this.  
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The current OTTCH wording on page 22, distance C could be misleading, although all the diagrams in the OTTCH portray the correct dimensions.  The distance C is the distance from the initial sign to the next sign when three or more advance warning signs are used.   This wording will be clarified in the next OTTCH revision.

Is a person whose only purpose is to slow traffic with a SLOW sign a flagger or a spotter?  Should they use a Flagger symbol and a BE PREPARED TO STOP sign?

A person who is slowing traffic in advance of the primary flagger with a SLOW sign is an advance flagger, as defined by the OTTCH.  The advance flagger is not a spotter.  Advance flaggers are preceded by a full set of appropriate signs, including RWA, BPTS, and FA, see Page 7 and 37.

A spotter’s sole role is to be a watch for workers who have their back to traffic or equipment.  They have no other function and do not carry a stop/slow paddle or flag.  

The use of a flagger to slow traffic may unnecessarily expose the flagger to traffic.  This needs to be balanced between the safety of the flagger exposed to traffic and the safety of other workers.   Flaggers should be the last option for traffic control and not unnecessarily exposed to traffic.  Use of an extraneous flagger within the buffer or work space, only to slow traffic and never stop traffic, is not advisable.  This will be clarified in the next version of the OTTCH.  

Is there a maximum lane closure length for lane closures?

No, but there is a practical maximum.  

Lane closures, involving one lane road, two-way traffic, should typically take into consideration the traffic volumes and the delays to minimize back-ups due to lengthy closures.

Lane closures, involving two or more lanes open, should typically not be longer than necessary to complete the work within the shift, either between morning and noon or noon and evening.   

It is recommended to try to keep it to a mile or less, the supervisor would have to look at perception and queuing, but there may be places where longer than a mile may be appropriate. 

Should the sign on the back of the pilot car be changed from PILOT CAR FOLLOW ME to PILOT CAR DO NOT PASS?

No, the MUTCD requires the PILOT CAR FOLLOW ME sign be mounted at a conspicuous location on the rear of the vehicle (Section 6G.13).  But if necessary the DO NOT PASS sign may be used as an advance warning sign in lieu of the optional ONE LANE ROAD AHEAD sign in Diagram 340, page 69.

When is an emergency no longer an emergency?

An emergency is defined as unanticipated events that require an immediate response to protect the responder and/or the road user.  Page 2 of the OTTCH under Emergency Traffic Control states, “As soon as practical, devices and equipment that comply with the MUTCD and this handbook should be placed to control traffic.”

Emergency and as soon as practical is loosely defined in the OTTCH.  The responder should assess the risk and consider using the devices that they have available to them in an attempt to take reasonable and necessary action given the conditions.  A more pressing situation such as rescuing a person from harm or de-energizing power to a downed line may require their attention before setting up traffic control devices.  The issue may be one that can be resolved in a shorter amount of time than it takes to set up traffic control.  In other words, does the responder have time to set up cones and a sign to warn traffic and is it reasonable to do so.  

Other options exist such as getting law enforcement to help control traffic.

Which vehicle should have the TMA mounted on it?

The TMA should be mounted on the first vehicle exposed to traffic in the travel lane and the one most likely to be hit by an errant motorist in order to protect workers and motorists. 

A hazard assessment conducted by the supervisor will determine which vehicle should be equipped with a TMA. The supervisor and crew have to decide which vehicle(s) the TMA should be on.  

Page 39, Diagram No. 002 shows a SIDEWALK CLOSED sign, but the size is not identified anywhere, is the sign intended to be a roll up sign? 

No, the “SIDEWALK CLOSED” is a black on white sign typically 24 inches by 12 inches or larger.  Any pedestrian-related temporary signing will most likely be a rigid sign mounted on a Type II barricade – which is the industry standard for low speeds or non-motorist activities, for sidewalks, business access or driveways.  While roll-up signs may be possible they are not practical.  
Should the word message FLAGGER AHEAD signs be replaced with the newer Flagger symbol sign?  

No, either the word message or symbol sign is acceptable.  The OTTCH will include a clarification of this in the next revision.

Can the orange and black “CONSTRUCTION SPEED XX” sign still be used?  I don’t see it in the OTTCH?

The “CONSTRUCTION SPEED XX” sign was eliminated from the ODOT Sign Policy and Guidelines.  It was eliminated due to the numerous problems with enforcement.  It has been replaced with the following sign:


[image: image2.png]



The “ROAD WORK XX MPH” (CW20-1a) sign is designed with an optional removable rider so the “XX” (in mph) can be changed to fit the specific conditions.  The rule of thumb for the “XX” portion is 10mph below the posted speed.  Reference to this sign is made in note 12 on page 68 of the OTTCH.
A Similar sign, the “LOOSE GRAVEL XX MPH” (CW8-7a) sign should be limited to chipseal projects or projects where there is loose material on the road for a period of time exceeding one shift.   An example of the use of these signs is seen in ODOT standard drawings TM710.
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Pages 14, 62, 64 and 122 reference extended queue signing as shown in Diagram No.001 (page 37), but there seems to be a conflict of when to use the signing.  Should the extended queue signing be used when traffic queues extend beyond the initial warning sign (such as a ROAD WORK AHEAD sign) or when the traffic queues extend beyond the BE PREPARED TO STOP SIGN?

The extended queue signing should be used when the queue reaches the initial warning sign (e.g., the ROAD WORK AHEAD sign).  ODOT Standard Drawing TM 710 and OTTCH Diagram 001, page 37 references placing the extended queue signing when the traffic queues extend beyond the initial warning signing or there is limited sight distance.



Is there a standard for rotating lights? Do non-ODOT vehicles need to use the same type of rotating lights that ODOT vehicles use?  

No but the ODOT Fleet Manual specifies the type of rotating lights that are used by ODOT work vehicles.  Non-ODOT work vehicles do not need to use the same type rotating lights that ODOT vehicles use.  That decision is up to each agency.

Is it acceptable to use the Flagger Symbol sign as well as the sign with text that says FLAGGER AHEAD?

Yes.  Either sign is acceptable.
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Are there approved SIDEWALK CLOSED signs? 
Yes, the following signs may be used when sidewalks are closed.  
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See FHWA’s Standard Highway Signs Manual (SHS) for sidewalk signs R9-8 thru R9-11 and other sign options: 

http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/ser-shs_millennium_eng.htm 

Is there a Plywood Sidewalk Closed Sign Mounted On a Type II Barricade that is NCHRP 350 Approved?
Not to our knowledge, Type II barricade mounted Sidewalk Closed signs are commonly used behind the curb on the sidewalk.  If there is no curb there are manufacturers that can provide the same sign on NCHRP 350 crashworthy  portable stands.
Is the Truck Mounted Attenuator (TMA) on the work vehicle on Diagram No. 710 optional?  Most diagrams with TMAs on work vehicles have a notation saying that it is optional – this one does not.

The TMA shown on the work vehicle on Diagram No. 710 is optional.  The notation was accidentally omitted. 
Page 25 of the OTTCH says that “Only flexible signs may be used on portable sign supports.”  Can signs with rigid substrate be used on portable sign supports if they are deemed crashworthy as per NCHRP 350?

When working within State highway right of way, flexible roll-up signs and portable sign supports from ODOT’s QPL (Qualified Products List) shall be used.  See the following ODOT specification language:

00225.41(b-2) Portable Sign Supports - Replace the last bullet with the following bullet:

· Use only with roll-up signs from the QPL

When the OTTCH was written, the committee knew of no combinations of rigid sign substrates and portable sign support that were deemed crashworthy according to FHWA’s NCHRP 350.  Since that time, some rigid sign substrates and proprietary sign support combinations have been tested and found to be crashworthy.   Therefore, on non-State highways, a combination of rigid sign substrate and portable sign support deemed crashworthy and found within the NCHRP 350 guidelines may be used.  See the FHWA web site for crashworthy combinations:  

http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/roadway_dept/road_hardware/nchrp_350.htm.  

This issue will be addressed at the next revision of the OTTCH.
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