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Table 1-1.  Live Births, Births to Unmarried Mothers,
Marriages, and Divorces, U.S., 1945-2005

Year
Live Births Births to

Unmarried Mothers Marriages Divorces

Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate

1945 2,735,456   20.6 117,400   42.9 1,612,992   12.2 485,000   3.5
1946 3,288,672   23.5 125,200   38.1 2,291,045   16.4 610,000   4.3
1947 3,699,940   25.8 131,900   35.7 1,991,878   13.9 483,000   3.4
1948 3,535,068   24.2 129,700   36.7 1,811,155   12.4 408,000   2.8
1949 3,559,529   23.9 133,200   37.4 1,579,798   10.6 397,000   2.7

1950 3,554,149   23.6 141,600   39.8 1,667,231   11.1 385,144   2.6
1951 3,750,850   24.5 146,500   39.1 1,594,694   10.4 381,000   2.5
1952 3,846,986   24.7 150,300   39.1 1,539,318   9.9 392,000   2.5
1953 3,902,120   24.7 160,800   41.2 1,546,000   9.8 390,000   2.5
1954 4,017,362   24.9 176,600   44.0 1,490,000   9.2 379,000   2.4

1955 4,047,295   24.6 183,300   45.3 1,531,000   9.3 377,000   2.3
1956 4,163,090   24.9 193,500   46.5 1,585,000   9.5 382,000   2.3
1957 4,254,784   25.0 201,700   47.4 1,518,000   8.9 381,000   2.2
1958 4,203,812   24.3 208,700   49.6 1,451,000   8.4 368,000   2.1
1959 4,244,796   24.0 220,600   52.0 1,494,000   8.5 395,000   2.2

1960 4,257,850   23.7 224,300   52.7 1,523,000   8.5 393,000   2.2
1961 4,268,326   23.3 240,200   56.3 1,548,000   8.5 414,000   2.3
1962 4,167,362   22.4 245,000   58.8 1,577,000   8.5 413,000   2.2
1963 4,098,020   21.7 259,400   63.3 1,654,000   8.8 428,000   2.3
1964 4,027,490   21.0 275,700   68.5 1,725,000   9.0 450,000   2.4

1965 3,760,358   19.4 291,200   77.4 1,800,000   9.3 479,000   2.5
1966 3,606,274   18.4 302,400   83.9 1,857,000   9.5 499,000   2.5
1967 3,520,959   17.8 318,100   90.3 1,927,000   9.7 523,000   2.6
1968 3,501,564   17.6 339,200   96.9 2,069,000   10.4 584,000   2.9
1969 3,600,206   17.9 360,800   100.2 2,145,000   10.6 639,000   3.2

1970 3,731,368   18.4 398,700   106.9 2,158,802   10.6 708,000   3.5
1971 3,555,970   17.2 401,400   112.9 2,190,481   10.6 773,000   3.7
1972 3,258,411   15.6 403,200   123.7 2,282,154   10.9 845,000   4.0
1973 3,136,965   14.8 407,300   129.8 2,284,108   10.8 915,000   4.3
1974 3,159,958   14.8 418,100   132.3 2,229,667   10.5 977,000   4.6

1975 3,144,198   14.6 447,900   142.5 2,152,662   10.0 1,036,000   4.8
1976 3,167,788   14.6 468,100   147.8 2,154,807   9.9 1,083,000   5.0
1977 3,326,632   15.1 515,700   155.0 2,178,367   9.9 1,091,000   5.0
1978 3,333,279   15.0 543,900   163.2 2,282,272   10.3 1,130,000   5.1
1979 3,494,398   15.6 597,800   171.1 2,331,337   10.1 1,181,000   5.3

1980 3,612,258   15.9 665,747   184.3 2,390,252   10.6 1,189,000   5.2
1981 3,629,238   15.8 686,605   189.2 2,422,145   10.6 1,213,000   5.3
1982 3,680,537   15.9 715,277   194.3 2,456,278   10.6 1,170,000   5.0
1983 3,638,933   15.5 737,893   202.8 2,445,604   10.5 1,179,000   5.0
1984 3,669,141   15.5 770,355   210.0 2,477,192   10.5 1,169,000   4.9

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 1-1.  Live Births, Births to Unmarried Mothers,
Marriages, and Divorces, U.S., 1945-2005 — Continued

Year
Live Births Births to

Unmarried Mothers Marriages Divorces

Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate

1985 3,760,561   15.8 828,174   202.2 2,425,000   10.2 1,187,000   5.0
1986 3,756,547   15.6 878,477   233.9 2,400,000   10.0 1,159,000   4.8
1987 3,809,394   15.7 933,013   243.7 2,421,000   9.9 1,157,000   4.8
1988 3,909,510   15.9 1,005,299   257.1 2,389,000   9.7 1,183,000   4.8
1989 4,040,958   16.2 1,094,169   270.8 2,404,000   9.7 1,163,000   4.7

1990 4,158,212   16.7 1,165,384   280.3 2,448,000   9.8 1,175,000   4.7
1991 4,110,907   16.2 1,213,769   295.3 2,371,000   9.4 1,187,000   4.7
1992 4,065,014   15.9 1,244,876   300.0 2,362,000   9.2 1,215,000   4.7
1993 4,000,240   15.5 1,240,172   310.0 2,334,000   9.0 1,187,000   4.6
1994 3,952,767   15.2 1,289,592   326.3 2,362,000   9.1 1,191,000   4.6

1995 3,899,589   14.8 1,253,976   322.0 2,336,000   8.9 1,169,000   4.4
1996 3,891,494   14.7 1,260,306   324.0 2,344,000   8.8 1,150,000   4.3
1997 3,880,894   14.5 1,257,444   324.0 2,384,000   8.9 1,163,000   4.3
1998 3,941,553   14.6 1,293,567   328.0 2,256,000   8.3 1,135,000   4.2
1999 3,959,417   14.5 1,308,560   330.0 2,358,000   8.6 Not Available 4.1

2000 4,058,814   14.7 1,347,043   332.0 2,329,000   8.2 Not Available 4.1
2001 4,025,933   14.1 1,349,249   335.1 2,345,000   8.2 Not Available 3.9
2002 4,021,726   13.9 1,365,966   339.6 2,254,000   7.9 Not Available 4.0
2003 4,089,950   14.1 1,415,995   346.0 2,224,000   7.5 Not Available 3.8
2004 4,112,052   14.0 1,470,189   358.0 2,279,000   7.8 Not Available 3.7

2005 4,140,419   14.0 1,525,345   368.0 *2,249,000   *7.6 Not Available *3.6

*Provisional data.
Rate per 1,000 population for live births, marriages and divorces. 
Rate per 1,000 live births for births to unmarried mothers.

The source for data is Births: Preliminary Data for 2005.  Health E-Stats. Released November 21, 2006.
Marriage and divorce number and rate:  Births, Marriages, Divorces and Deaths.  Provisional Data for 2005
National Vital Statistics Report, Vol. 55, No. 20, August 28, 2007, p.1.
Vital Statistics of the United States, Volumes 1-3, lists historical data.




