Requesting a Meeting with Your Local Newspaper’s Editorial Board

Securing a positive editorial from your local newspaper can be an influential way to fuel a conversation about colorectal cancer screening in your community. Here are tips for how to make the pitch to the editorial board.

Step 1

Think about who could go to meet with the editorial board. Ideally, you would include yourself and a local spokesperson or champion who can talk about his or her experience with screening and/or the cancer. 

Step 2

Call the editor of the editorial page and ask for a meeting. Consider using these talking points:

“The Oregon Health Authority and partners around the state have launched a campaign to promote colorectal cancer screening. [Community] is part of this effort.”
· I’d like to meet with you or someone from your editorial board to tell you more about the campaign and why it’s so vital for our local/regional community to participate. 

· Would you be open to a meeting?”

· If they ask for more information, use the talking points and news release to explain what the campaign is and why it is important.

Step 3

If you secure a meeting, meet ahead of time with your participants and plan what you will say. Use the talking points and OSCaR data for facts, and be clear about what you are asking the newspaper to do, both at the beginning and conclusion of the meeting:

· Colorectal cancer is preventable and our goal is to save lives by empowering already screened Oregonians to talk about their experience and encourage other people in their lives to get screened too.

· Can we help your news staff to cover the subject of colorectal cancer screening by providing local spokespeople, quotes, story ideas and additional information? 

· I hope you will write an editorial encouraging already screened men and women to tell their story and help start a conversation about the importance of colorectal cancer screening.

· If an editorial is not possible for any reason, would you be willing to publish an Op-ed or Letter to the Editor from us on this subject?

