American Indian/Alaska Native Media Guide

Guide to Identifying Spokespeople

Identifying people in your community who are willing to share their stories will help others feel more comfortable about being screened. The following will guide you through the process of finding and working with spokespeople in your community. 

Who to Ask

People who have been screened, including Elders: Their personal accounts of being screened can put others at ease and show the community that this is a common, recommended screening.
People who have had cancer themselves or lost someone to cancer, and understand the importance of screening to prevent cancer or catch it early. 

Doctors: Medical professionals can make a significant impact because they are knowledgeable and trusted sources.

How to Gather Stories

· Ask a friend, family member, co-worker and/or well-respected member of the community if he or she has been screened or affected by colorectal cancer.

· Explain the campaign, using the Talking Points, and the importance of screening.

· Interview your source, using the Spokesperson Interview Form included in the toolkit as a guide, or ask him or her to fill out the form. Oregon Health Authority can also provide support by conducting the interview and writing the story, if that is helpful. 

What to Do With the Stories

· Read through the information you have gathered, pull out the most compelling statements and write a short summary, including a quote from the person. OHA can provide support with this step, if it is helpful to you.

· Make sure your contact has the opportunity to review the summary and quote; ask for his or her permission to use it in your outreach. 

· Include the summary and quotes in newsletter articles, community presentations, media outreach and other activities. Ask your source if he or she is willing to be available for interviews or speak at community events.

How to Further Engage Spokespeople

· Ask your spokesperson if he or she would consider sharing their story at community events such as powwows, pink shawl gatherings, health fairs and other special events. Hearing a firsthand account directly from a community member makes the information authentic, credible and more engaging. 
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