American Indian/Alaska Native Media Guide

Collaboration and Communication

Sharing stories and information through a variety of communication channels helps bring a voice to colorectal cancer screening, and can inspire others to do the same. Think about different ways you can start the conversation with people in your community, and how to best collaborate with one another. One option might be sharing information through available communication channels, such as: 

· Tribal newsletters (print or online)

· Website(s)

· Email lists

· TV

· Radio

· Print (newspaper, magazine, etc.)

· Community gatherings and events

You may have a direct connection with the tribal newsletter and be able to write or adapt a story yourself. If you want to reach out to other media outlets, here’s a quick guide on working with people (community partners, reporters, etc.) who might write stories about colorectal cancer screening. Use the other materials provided in the toolkit to work through each of these steps.

1. Customize the news release.

· Add information that is specific to your tribe.

· Gather and include quotes from spokespeople. 

2. Find the right contact person.

· If your news media have multiple staff, determine ahead of time which reporter would be most interested in receiving your release (i.e. a health reporter or someone who has covered health issues or tribal issues in previous articles).

3. Send the release via email. 
4. Follow up with a phone call to introduce yourself as a resource, emphasize the importance of this story to the community and offer some good stories to tell. Use the talking points to help guide your conversation.

5. Provide any requested information or schedule interviews.

6. Follow up to make sure your contact has everything needed. 

7. Once the article runs, share it with your tribal members and community partners.

8. Send a thank you email to your contact, which will give you an opportunity to include any additional information that may be helpful for them and remind them that you are available as a resource.
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