Outdoor Policy Fact Sheet Template: Fairs

Fairs are an important part of Oregon’s (or your community’s) culture.  Smokefree policies can help make fairs more welcoming for families and anyone seeking a fun experience without the worry of exposure to secondhand smoke or tobacco litter.  Across the state people, are demanding smokefree fairs, not only to be protected from secondhand smoke, but also to show their kids that tobacco use is not part of having fun and being healthy.

Tobacco-free and smokefree fairs are better for our health and our kids

· Oregonians overwhelmingly support smokefree places, especially where children are present. In surveys completed at fairs across the state, most participants indicated they would support smoke free policies.

· Respondents at the Clackamas County Fair (94 percent), the Oregon State Fair (95 percent), as well as Marion (97 percent), Tillamook (91 percent), and Douglas (93 percent) county fairs said they believe everyone has the right to breathe clean air.

· One in ten Oregonians suffers from asthma. Sometimes coming in brief contact with secondhand smoke can send an asthma sufferer to the hospital.

· A 2007 report from Stanford University shows comparable air pollution and health risks from outdoor and indoor smoke.

· Smokefree fairs help parents reinforce the fact that most Oregonians don’t smoke and tobacco use is not the norm. 

· In Oregon sixty-nine percent of smokers want to quit. Smoke-free fairs make it easier for people who want to quit or have recently quit to succeed.

Tobacco use causes significant litter and harms the environment

· Tobacco litter such as cigarette butts, which are not bio-degradable, and chew can significantly detract from residents’ enjoyment of their fair and can be harmful to the environment. 

· The carcinogens and chemicals in cigarettes are not only bad for human health, they can hurt fish, birds, and even dogs and other larger animals. Butt litter in parks can pollute streams, ponds and other outdoor areas and can stay around for many years.

Tobacco and smokefree fairs save money

· Tobacco-free/Smokefree fair policies save money and help communities protect their investment by reducing maintenance costs and lowering the risk of fire.
Tobacco and smokefree fairs are legal and Oregonians want them

· Smoking or tobacco use is not specially protected under the United States Constitution or under the Oregon state constitution. Cases tried throughout the United States and over the course of the last fifty years have typically been decided in favor of tobacco policies.

· People who have not chosen to inhale tobacco smoke can be protected from it by tobacco policies including those for outdoor venues.
· Eighty percent of adult Oregonians do not smoke and 90 percent say that people should be protected from secondhand smoke.

· As of spring 2011, ten of Oregon’s 36 county fairs have instituted smokefree or tobacco-free policies, and many more are exploring similar protections.

· Surveys show that fairgoers will return to the fair if it institutes a tobacco policy. In fact, in a 2009 Oregon State Fair survey, when asked if they would return to the fair if it went smokefree, 90 percent of respondents said yes.

Things to know about tobacco use at your community fair:

In this section, insert community-specific data or needs bullets that will help you demonstrate the value of your policy objective. Below are some suggested content areas:

· Did you survey fairgoers at your fair? Share the statistics.

· If your community has instituted a tobacco-free/smokefree policy for your fair. Share what that policy is and how it benefits the community.

· Is there more that’s needed to protect the community? Support for enforcement? Support for expansion?

· If you are working on a policy now, share what it is and how it will benefit the community.

· Include any fair attendance information you have. Help paint a picture of the role your fair has in the community and who goes to it.
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