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Tobacco-free policies are important for the health of Deschutes County residents:
· Tobacco is highly addictive, including smokeless tobacco, and carries serious health risks. 

· Tobacco-free policies offer more comprehensive protection (than smokefree policies) for people and property.

· They reduce maintenance needs and costs. Less money is spent to clean up cigarette butts and chew spit on sidewalks and other surfaces.

· Tobacco-free policies encourage smokers and smokeless tobacco users to quit.
· In Oregon, nearly 69% of smokers want to quit
 but struggle to do so. A tobacco-free environment helps remove the temptation and supports people kicking the habit. 
· Sixty-one percent of smokers in Deschutes County attempted to quit for at least one day (highest prevalence in the state; statewide average is 48.3 percent).

· Tobacco-free policies increase productivity, as employees take less sick time and smoking breaks.
· Tobacco-free policies ensure equal access to all. Secondhand smoke is an access barrier for people with asthma and other chronic conditions.
· Tobacco-free policies help show kids that tobacco is not part of a healthy life.

· The Centers for Disease Control recommends tobacco-free policies as a comprehensive youth tobacco prevention tool.

In 2009, tobacco cost Deschutes county $80 million in lost productivity and medical expenses
 
Direct costs due to media expenditures (2009): $41.9 million

· Indirect costs due to lost productivity (2009): 38.1 million

· Total economic costs (2009): $80.0 million

· Source of data: Smoking-Attributable Mortality, Morbidity, and Economic Costs (SAMMEC). http://apps.nccd.cdc.gov/sammec/index.asp. The statewide productivity losses were recomputed using 2009 smoking prevalence numbers, overall mortality rates for 2004-2007 for tobacco-related cancers, and current population data. The smoking-attributable expenditures are expressed in 2009 dollars.
 
Our community wants tobacco-free policies and they recognize the dangers of secondhand smoke: 
[71%] of people surveyed said it is very important and [13%] said it was somewhat important to them that Deschutes County established tobacco-free buildings and grounds.

· [51%] of people surveyed said they were bothered either a little or a lot by tobacco smoke while visiting a Deschutes County building.

· [86%] of people surveyed try to avoid secondhand smoke when out and about.

· [68%] or people surveyed believe breathing secondhand smoke is very harmful to one’s health and [23%] believe it is somewhat harmful to one’s health.
Enforcement
· Tobacco free policies are easier to enforce than those with designated smoking areas, demanding less staff time for enforcement.
· 100 percent tobacco-free policies are easier to enforce because there are no gray areas, and such policies reduce costs associated with cigarette litter and tobacco damage to facilities.
· Tobacco-free policies work best when compliance is viewed as the shared responsibility and the right of all in the community—smokers and nonsmokers alike. Concerns can be mitigated by emphasizing the goal of ensuring a safe and accessible space for all, and by encouraging open discussion and airing of any questions. 
· Clearly communicate the tobacco-free policy by developing an internal and external communication plan to ensure everyone understands what the policy entails and the proper steps for enforcement. This will need to be mapped out after a more detailed planning session with the decision makers. Deschutes County Tobacco Control can offer to help in that process and also help develop the internal and external communication plan]. 
· Sample language: 
· While X is ultimately responsible for enforcing the new policy, we encourage everyone to politely ask others to refrain from using tobacco while on X property.
· For those who absolutely have to smoke, we ask that you step off of the property to do so. Please be courteous of neighbors and area businesses by keeping the noise volume down and picking up your cigarette litter.
Bark dust fires:

· During 2005-2009 there were almost 6,400 cigarette fires in Oregon, which were responsible for 34 deaths, 133 injuries, and an estimated $20 million in property loss. 

Trend in businesses/worksites going Tobacco free 
Business, organizations and institutions across Oregon are implementing smokefree and tobacco-free policies, including:

· Housing Authorities

· Hospitals

· City and county campuses

· College campuses
· Parks, Farmers Markets and other outdoor spaces

· Events, such as fairs and powwows

· Hotels

Emissions of cars versus secondhand smoke
· Cigarette smoke has a higher concentration of carbon monoxide than exhaust from a clean, well-maintained vehicle.

Oregon Quit Line

· The Oregon Tobacco Quit Line is available to anyone, regardless of income or insurance overage. Call 1-800-QUIT-NOW or 1-877-2NO-FUME for Spanish, or visit www.oregonquitline.org
· The Oregon Tobacco Quit Line also offers an online, live chat coaching service for those who would prefer to receive help to quit via their computer. 
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