
TASK FORCE ON SCHOOL 

NURSING

May 6th

12:30-3:30

Portland State Office Building, Room 1A



WELCOME AND 

INTRODUCTIONS



HOUSEKEEPING

 Approve April minutes

 Parking



PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION

Center for Prevention and Health Promotion

Adolescent and School Health Budget

Public Health Division Programming for School Health

Annual Adolescent and School Health Unit Budget



Important Consideration

• Over 90% of PHD funds are NOT state dollars

• Most public health funding is from federal grants that 

require specific activities.
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Oregon is the very best place for youth to learn, grow 

and thrive.
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Oregon Health Authority
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School-Aged Youth & Public Health

Public Health Division (PHD) Vision

– Lifelong health for all people in Oregon

PHD Mission

– Promoting health and preventing the leading causes of death, disease and 

injury in Oregon

• The Public Health Division supports school-aged children and youth.

• There is specific school-health programming in PHD.



Sample of PHD programs supporting school health

Health Promotion Chronic Disease Prevention Section 

• 1305 Grant (or “State Public Health Actions to Prevent and Control Diabetes, 

Heart Disease, Obesity and Associated Risk Factors and Promote School 

Health”)

• Asthma Plan

• Substance Abuse Prevention

• Tobacco Prevention
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Sample of PHD programs supporting school health

Maternal and Child Health

• Oral Health

Environmental Public Health

• Toxic Free Kids, Lead Poisoning Prevention

Injury and Violence Prevention

• Youth Suicide Prevention

And more…
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Adolescent and School 

Health Unit

Jessica Duke - Manager Derek Mills –

Office Support

School-Based Health Center 

State Program Office

Youth Sexual Health Program

Liz Thorne – Assessment and 

Policy Specialist

Rosalyn Liu – Team Lead Shelagh Johnson – Program 

Coordinator

Jamie Smith – State School 

Nurse Consultant

Melanie Potter – Administrative 

Support 

Lindsay Weaver – Project 

Coordinator

Ken Boegli – Research 

Analyst

Karen Vian – Public Health 

Nurse

LaShanda Eller – Research 

Analyst

Lisa Stember – Public Health 

Nurse

Sarah Knipper –

Epidemiologist/Economist

Kate O’Donnell – Systems 

Development Specialist

Stefanie Murray – School 

Mental Health Specialist

Loretta Jenkins – Research 

Analyst



Adolescent and School Health Unit

Total Annual Budget $6,876,444

• Adolescent and School Health General Fund

– $159,950 supports Youth Sexual Health Coordinator and Office Support 

Staff

• CDC “1308” Grant

– $15,000 supports administration of School Health Profiles Survey 
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Adolescent and School Health Unit

• Title V Maternal & Child Health Block Grant

– $170,451supports assessment and policy development and efforts around 

the Adolescent Well Visit

• Personal Responsibility Education Program (PREP)

– $545,894 supports teen pregnancy prevention programming

• School Nursing

– $108,182 supports State School Nurse Consultant

• School-Based Health Centers

– $5,940,167
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Adolescent and School Health Unit

• School-Based Health Centers

– $5,940,167 supports SBHC State Program Office and SBHC formula 

funding.  

– 83% of funds go to Certified SBHCs

– SBHCs are primary care clinics on school grounds

– 77 SBHCs in Oregon.  

– Last service year – SBHCs served over 29,000 clients.
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TASK FORCE HISTORY
Jamie Smith

State School Nurse Consultant



1947, 1951, 1968 1979 1988 2007/08 2016

Oregon State 

Joint Committee

for Health and 

Physical Fitness

Task Force on 

School Health

Services

Steering

Committee on 

Children with 

Chronic Illness

Task Force on 

School Nurses

Task Force on 

School Nursing

Structure:

OR State Board 

of Health, 

Department of 

Education, and 

State System of 

Higher 

Education

Unknown Unknown School nurses, 

school 

administrator,

physician, OSBN 

rep, OEA rep

Policy level 

people from 

various sectors



1947, 1951, 1968 1979 1988 2007/08 2016

Oregon State 

Joint Committee

for Health and 

Physical Fitness

Task Force on 

School Health

Services

Steering

Committee on 

Children with 

Chronic Illness

Task Force on 

School Nurses

Task Force on 

School Nursing

Focus:

Providing schools 

with guidance on 

the scope and 

procedure for 

health services in 

elementary and 

secondary 

Oregon schools

Unsure, but 

legislation around 

that time 

included ‘school 

nurse’ specialty 

certification

Describe the 

current status and 

needs of children 

who are 

chronically ill and 

their families.

Study the current 

status of and 

provide 

recommendations 

for constructing

the future of 

school nursing in 

Oregon.

Funding



1947, 1951, 1968 1979 1988 2007/08 2016

Oregon State Joint 

Committee for 

Health and 

Physical Fitness

Task Force on 

School Health

Services

Steering

Committee on 

Children with 

Chronic Illness

Task Force on 

School Nurses

Task Force on 

School Nursing

Interesting Tidbits:

Schools should 

have 2 separate 

departments of 

health and 

education

Healthy and 

health-conscious 

children are both 

easier to educate 

and better able to 

learn

School nurses are a 

natural support to 

children with 

chronic illness and 

severe medical 

needs

Mental health 

concerns 

increasing at an 

alarming rate

‘School nursing’ 

provided by public 

health nurses

3421:1/5741:1 ratio Range of ratios 

from 3000:1 to 

5000:1

49th in the nation in 

student:school

nurse ratio

4664:1 ratio



1947, 1951, 1968 1979 1988 2007/08 2016

Oregon State Joint 

Committee for 

Health and 

Physical Fitness

Task Force on 

School Health

Services

Steering

Committee on 

Children with 

Chronic Illness

Task Force on 

School Nurses

Task Force on 

School Nursing

Interesting Tidbits 

(cont):

Included health

appraisal 

requirement for 

staff

23% of schools 

have no access to 

school health staff

Only 45% of 107 

districts employ 

school nurses

27% have no 

access to school 

nursing services

Each school is to 

designate a staff 

member to 

coordinate health 

services for that 

school

Only 1.5% of 

schools with a full-

time RN

Many districts are 

unaware of the 

health needs of 

students, their legal 

obligation, and the 

availability in their 

community



COMMONALITIES ACROSS THE TIMELINE

 The link between health and education are 
consistently mentioned across the timeline.

 Screenings are identified as an essential program for 
the school nurse to be involved with and/or 
coordinate.

 High ratios are longstanding and an observed 
concern of the various stakeholders.

 Data gathering is complex for comparison.

 Recommendations are consistent to increase the 
number of school nurses in our schools.



SCHOOL NURSING DATA 

EXAMPLE
Ann Vrabel, Multnomah ESD













SCENARIO ACTIVITY

1. Task Force members – divide into 3 groups.

2. Identify a recorder and a reporter.

3. Review and discuss scenarios.

4. Review and answer questions.  

5. Reporter will share out summary and main 

points.











PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD



HOMEWORK

 Send Jamie funding solutions that can be analyzed at 

future meetings with appropriate experts present.


