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ATTENDANCE 
 
Members
 Wendy Apland, PeaceHealth 
 Ben Chan, CHSE 
 Krista Collins, OPCA 
 Bill Dwyer, Moda Health 
 Bernadette Inskeep, United Health 
 Joe Lyons, SEIU 
 John Limm, LifeWise 

 Cindi McElhaney, Q Corp 
 Colleen McManamon, Regence 
 Leif Rustvold, CORE 
 Brian Sikora, Kaiser Permanente 
 Jeanette Sims, PacificSource 
 Danielle Sobel, OMA

 
Other Attendees

• Ethan Baldwin, DCBS 
• Stacy DeLong, OHA 
• Toni Flitcraft, OHA 
• Karen Nychay, Q Corp 

• Al Prysunka, Milliman 
• Michael Sink, DCBS 
• Will Wiegel, Milliman 
• Gayle Woods, DCBS

 
Facilitator: Robin Gumpert, DS Consulting 
 
SUMMARY 
 

1. Data Fields “Tabled” for Further Discussion at January Meeting 
OHA presented information on “tabled” fields and the TAG discussed these fields. 

• Total Paid Amount 
- OHA presented results of a poll showing number of data suppliers that could 

report each data element needed to calculate Total Paid Amount. Milliman noted 
that data suppliers already report 3 of these data elements to APAC (Ingredient 
Cost/List Price, Dispensing Fee Paid, and Patient Pay Amount). Of the 6 
remaining data elements, not all suppliers can report all elements. 

- Data users suggested that having data suppliers report those data elements they 
can provide would allow for calculation of a useful proxy for Total Amount Paid. 

- Data suppliers expressed concern about the interpretation of data elements that 
not all suppliers can provide. Some data suppliers’ transactional systems output 
“$0” (instead of blank or NULL) for data elements that cannot be provided. If 
data suppliers reported “$0” to APAC for non-zero dollar amounts they could not 
provide, it would create a risk of the data being misinterpreted (i.e., some data 
users might read “$0” as “no dollars paid” instead of “unknown”). 

- The TAG voted on three proposals using the straw poll consensus voting tool 
(see consensus protocols from 10/01/14 meeting): 

 
Proposal: Total Paid Amount data elements to add 1s 2s 3s 4s 5s Outcome 
No data elements 4 4 1 0 0 Strong consensus 
Flat Sales Tax Amount Paid and Other Payer Amount 
Recognized (4 data suppliers can report) 

1 3 3 2 0 Weak consensus 

All data elements where at least 1 carrier can report   1 5 2 No consensus 
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• Group Name 
- Data suppliers expressed concern about how Group Name would be used, 

including concern that employers who are sensitive about their data could have 
their data identified. It was clarified that data suppliers were more concerned 
with how Group Name would be used than with its collection. 

- Milliman could use Group Name to create an anonymous employer identifier 
after the field was reported. One data supplier said it would prefer that Group 
Name was masked by carriers before sending to Milliman. Another data supplier 
said this would be extra work, and that it would be comfortable with Milliman 
masking the field. 

- The TAG identified other issues related to collecting and using Group Name: 
whether Group Name would be collected for self-funded plans, how Group Name 
would be used to aggregate claims if an employer offered plans from multiple 
carriers, and whether Group Name could help employers evaluate an employee 
wellness program. 

- Data suppliers requested examples of how Group Name could be used for data 
analysis. Data users offered to provide specific examples. 

• Payment Arrangement Type: Given the technical challenges of capturing Payment 
Arrangement Type using claims data (see 01/14/15 meeting summary), OHA proposed 
removing this field from consideration for reporting in January 2016 and working on 
recommendations for capturing APMs as part of the TAG’s long-term work. TAG 
members indicated agreement with this proposal. 

 
2. Draft Work Plan 

OHA presented a TAG draft work plan through September 2015. The TAG suggested the 
following edits: 

• Split the April carrier validation item into a Milliman FFQ presentation in March and an 
OHA carrier validation presentation in April. 

• Add a MedInsight demonstration after March to help set up further discussion of Group 
Name and how it could be used to parse data in MedInsight. 

• Recap goals for APAC. OHA noted that it is engaged in APAC planning, and that it will 
most likely have revised goals in May. OHA will add a presentation to the work plan. 

 
3. Meeting Logistics 

The TAG was queried on the possibility of moving to 3 hour meetings and greater in-person 
participation. Feedback will be considered in deciding whether the extend meetings. 

 
ACTION ITEMS 

# Action Due Date 
1 DCBS and OHA will consider Total Amount Paid discussion and determine whether 

additional action is needed. 
02/12/15 

2 DCBS and OHA will review examples of how Group Name could be used for data 
analysis and determine whether additional action is needed. 

03/27/15 

3 OHA will revise and distribute draft work plan based on edits from TAG. 02/27/15 
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