HEALTH SYSTEMS DIVISION
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Open enrollment and the Oregon Health Plan
Open enrollment for private health insurance plans through HealthCare.gov begins November 1,
2016, and continues through January 31, 2017.
As Oregonians are reminded to renew their private health insurance plans during this time, some
Oregon Health Plan (OHP) members may ask if they need to do anything to renew their coverage,
too. They do not.

Open enrollment is for private health insurance plans only. It does not affect OHP
members.
Oregonians can apply for the Oregon Health Plan at any time of the year. Enrollment is always open
for OHP. OHP members are asked to renew their OHP coverage once a year.
Members will get a letter in the mail when it is time for them to renew their coverage. The letter will
have directions on how members can renew their coverage.

More information about 2017 open enrollment
Open enrollment for private health insurance plans starts November 1, 2016 and ends January 31,
2017. Any individual who need to sign up, renew or change their private health plan, should visit
HealthCare.gov or call 1-800-318-2596.
At HealthCare.gov, individuals can apply to receive financial help, such as tax credits and costsharing reductions, to help pay for their private health insurance.
Local insurance agents and community partners are available to help with the open enrollment
process. It’s free. Applicants can visit OregonHealthCare.gov to find agents and partners in their
area.

What if a member has both OHP and a private health plan?
Oregonians may qualify for OHP and pay full price for a private health insurance plan through
HealthCare.gov. However, if a member has both OHP and financial assistance (such as tax credits)
for a private plan, this is most likely a mistake. Members who are eligible for and have OHP should
work with HealthCare.gov or call 1-800-318-2596 to discontinue their tax credits. There are a few
exceptions to this, such as members who qualify for Citizen Alien Waived Emergent Medical
(CAWEM).

CAWEM members can have both OHP and financial assistance
To qualify for CAWEM (Citizen Alien Waived Emergent Medical), a person must meet all financial
and nonfinancial requirements for OHP coverage except citizen/alien status. People who qualify for
CAWEM may be eligible for financial assistance to help pay for private health insurance through
HealthCare.gov.
For more information about open enrollment for private health insurance, please visit HealthCare.gov
or call 1-800-318-2596. For questions about the Oregon Health Plan, please visit
www.OHP.Oregon.gov or call 1-800-699-9075.
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