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[bookmark: GuidelineNote00018]GUIDELINE NOTE 18, VENTRICULAR ASSIST DEVICES
Lines 86,​102,​268
Ventricular assist devices are covered as a bridge to cardiac transplant; as treatment for pulmonary hypertension when pulmonary hypertension is the only contraindication to cardiac transplant and the anticipated outcome is cardiac transplant; as a bridge to recovery; or as destination therapy.

When used as destination therapy, patients must

A) have chronic end-stage heart failure (New York Heart Association Class IIIB or IV end-stage left ventricular failure) for more than 60 days, AND
B) not be a candidate for heart transplantation, AND 
C) meet all of the following conditions:
1) Have failed to respond to optimal medical management, including beta-blockers and ACE inhibitors (if tolerated) for at least 45 of the last 60 days, or have been balloon pump dependent for 7 days, or IV inotrope dependent for 14 days; and
2) Have a left ventricular ejection fraction (LVEF) <25%; and
3) Have demonstrated functional limitation with a peak oxygen consumption of <14 ml/kg/min unless balloon pump or inotrope dependent or physically unable to perform the test.
D) [bookmark: _GoBack]Have adequate psychological condition and appropriate external psychosocial support for prolonged VAD support
Have adequate end organ function
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