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[bookmark: GuidelineNote00037]GUIDELINE NOTE 37, SURGICAL INTERVENTIONS FOR CONDITIONS OF THE BACK AND SPINE OTHER THAN SCOLIOSIS
Lines 351,​532
Spondylolisthesis (ICD-10-CM M43.1, Q76.2) is included on Line 351 only when it results in spinal stenosis with signs and symptoms of neurogenic claudication. Otherwise, these diagnoses are included on Line 532. Decompression and fusion surgeries are both included on these lines for spondylolisthesis.

Surgical correction of spinal stenosis (ICD-10-CM M48.0) is only included on Line 351 for patients with: 
1) MRI evidence of moderate to severe central or foraminal spinal stenosis AND
2) A history of neurogenic claudication, or objective evidence of neurologic impairment consistent with MRI findings. Neurologic impairment is defined as objective evidence of one or more of the following:
a. Markedly abnormal reflexes
b. Segmental muscle weakness
c. Segmental sensory loss
d. EMG or NCV evidence of nerve root impingement
e. Cauda equina syndrome
f. Neurogenic bowel or bladder
g. [bookmark: _GoBack]Long tract abnormalities
Otherwise, these diagnoses are included on Line 532. Only decompression surgery is included on these lines for spinal stenosis; spinal fusion procedures are not included on either line for spinal stenosis unless: 
1) the spinal stenosis is in the cervical spine OR
2) spondylolisthesis is present as above OR
3) there is pre-existing or expected post-surgical spinal instability (e.g. degenerative scoliosis >10 deg, >50% of foraminal joints expected to be resected)


The following interventions are not included on these lines due to lack of evidence of effectiveness for the treatment of conditions on these lines, including cervical, thoracic, lumbar, and sacral conditions: 
facet joint corticosteroid injection
prolotherapy
intradiscal corticosteroid injection
local injections
botulinum toxin injection
intradiscal electrothermal therapy
therapeutic medial branch block
sacroiliac joint steroid injection
coblation nucleoplasty
percutaneous intradiscal radiofrequency thermocoagulation
radiofrequency denervation
epidural steroid injections
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